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EEPOET FOR 1858-9. 



The Executive Committee of the American Anti-Slavery 
Society have now to add the history of another year to the 
annals of the Anti-Slavery enterprise. 

Kansas. 

During this year the Kansas question seems to have reacaed 
its solution ; so Tar, at least, as to put beyond a reasonable doubt 
the defeat of the attempt to make a Slave State of the Terri- 
tory. At the date of our last Report, the issue immediately 
pending was, whether Kansas would accept the " Ordinance " 
proposed by the traitor, English, and be thereupon at once 
admitted to the Union as a Slaveholding State, under the Le- 
compton Constitution ; or would reject it, and take such chance 
as might remain of coming in as a Free State. The second day 
of last August, (being that of tjie Missouri State electiot^, and 
therefore one on which the Border Rutiiians Vouid be busy at 
home,) was wisely chosen by the Free State officials of Kansas 
for the taking of the vote on that issue. The result was a mo^t 
emphatic rejection of the Ordinance, and,' consequently of thte 
Lecompton abomination^ For accepting, there were hardly two 
tbousand votes ; and nearly twelve thousand for rejecting. The 
meaning of such a response, given in spite of the strenuous 
efforts of the General Government and its partisans tof'secure a 
different result, could not easily be honestly mistaken; and 
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though some unscrupulous politicianB pretended to see in it only 
a proof of the unwillingness of Kansas to become a State at 
present, yet it was doubtless in reality everywhere well under- 
stood as expressing her abhorrence of the Lecompton Constitu- 
tion, and her fixed determination to keep the curse of chattel 
Slavery from her soil. So when the President's organ, the 
"Washington Union, says, "the vexed question of Slavery had 
little or nothing to do with the decision," all we understand by 
the assertion is, that the Washington Union has httle or noth- 
ing to do "Vj^th truth and honesty, where the interests of its 
party and its liege lord, the Slave Power, are concerned. 

In the greater part of the Territory the Free State men have 
become so decidedly the stronger party that open violence is no 
longer attempted against them ; but in the southern counties, 
where they are less numerous,, the old methods are still, at times 
employed, with intent to drive them out. At intervals, through- 
out the year, that part of the Territory has been the theatre of 
civil war, or something very like it ; and of atrocities hardly sur- 
passed by those of any former period in the history of Kansas. 
Gangs of marauders, composed in part of the more violent Pro- 
Slavery men of the Territory, and in part of their Missourian 
allies, have ranged the country, robbing, buraing, and murder- 
ing ; and the Free State men, finding themselves unprotected 
by the Government, aimed and organized in self-defence, and at 
tim.es made reprisals upon their adversaries, with such energy 
and effect, that the names of their principal leaders, Montgom- 
EBT, and JoHK Browk of Ossawattomie, became a terror in all 
the haunts of Border Ruffianism. The most signal achievement 
of the Ruffians, during the year, was the massacre, in cold blood, 
of a Kumbcr of peaceable Free State men, who had taken no 
part in a jy of the conflicts of physical force, but had moderately 
oppos ed the establishment of Slavery in Kansas, and had voted 
against the Lecompton Constitution. The murderers, twenty- 
five or thuty in number, mounted and armed, (and most of them 
jfrom Mif5Souri,) came, on the 19th of May, to the " Trading 
Post," in Linn county, seized eleven men unarmed and unsus- 
picious of danger,, some of them at work in their fields, some 
travelling with their teams on the highway, and others in their 
stores or houses, — took them into a secluded ravine, drew them 
up in a line, and deliberately shot them down. Five were kHied, 
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and five severely wounded; one escaped imhurt by falling v,ith 
the rest and feigning death. After plundering their victims, the 
murderers fled in haste to Missouri, and were o^ er the line before 
the people of the region — mtenselj^ excited by news of the 
massacre, and promptly gathering for pursuit — could overtake 
them. Nothing has been done, either by the General Govern- 
ment or by that of Missouri, toAvard having them ari-ested. and 
brought to justice, although the names of nearly all of them 
were known ; and their leaders, in particular, had already be- 
come notorious by former bloody deeds in the service of Slavery. 
How much, indeed, can be expected from the General Govern- 
ment, in the way of aiding to vindicate law or justice against 
those who outrage both by the mtthods they employ to subju- 
gate fi-ee tenitory to Slavery, we may infer fi-orn the President's 
appointment, about that time, of the notorious murderer, Clark 
— well known as one of the bloodiest agents of the Slave 
Power in its war against Kansas — to the office of purser in the 
navy. The massacre did, however, arouse Governor Denver ; 
so that, it is said, in tlie first heat of excitement, he talked 
strongly of what should be done about it, and spoke of a requi- 
sition upon the Governor of Missouri for its perpetrators ; but 
we do not learn that he ever sent one, or if lie did, that any 
notice was taken of it. 

Denver, like his predecessors, seems to have begun his admin- 
istration with a strong leaning to the Pro-Slavery party ; but in 
its progress, to have undergone, like them, a diange of feeling, 
as he became better acquainted with the real state of affairs; 
till at length, having found, probably, as they liad done, tliat the 
task set at Washington for a Governor of Kansas Avas too hard 
for a man with a conscience or a decent self-respect, or a re- 
gard for the esteem of. honest men, he resigned in about nine 
months after his appointment. A Httle while before his resig- 
nation he Adsited the seat of Avar in the southern counties, and 
by his mediation a compromise was effected between the con- 
tending parties ; both agreeing to refi-ain from all attempts to 
avenge or punish alleged offences past, of either against the 
other ; and. to aAV^ait the action of the regular authorities touch- 
ing all matters of complaint. But the Pro-Slavery party soon 
broke the agreement, by treacherously seizing a Free State man 
and confining him in Fort Scott, the Border Ruffian strong- 
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lAold; to be tried on an indictment previously found against 
him by a packed Grand, Jury, for some act done before the com- 
promise. Tliey induced him to yield quietly to the arrest by 
pretending it was on a charge of some slight oftence against the 
law, of which, as he was known to be innocent, he expected a 
speedy acquittal ; and by solemnly assuring him that he should 
be held and tried on no other charge. When he was fully in 
their power, they told him their real design, menacing him with 
deatli, as the penalty of the offence alleged against him. Hear- 
ing of this breach of faith, the Free State people first tiied 
peaceful negotiation for the prisoner's release ; and that failing, 
MosTTGOMEBY, with scvcuty resolute men, came upon Fort Scott 
by surprise early in the morning of December 16th, and after 
a brief straggle, rescued him by force, killing one of the Pro- 
Slavery men in the fight. Immediately thereafter, messengers 
were sent to Lecompton to procure the aid of the Federal 
troops against Mojttgomery and his associates ; and meetings 
were held in Missouri, all along the border, to concert measures 
and enlist men for an invasion of Southern Kansas. The more 
timid of the Free State men, alai-med by the threats of the 
Missourians, began to leave the Territory, or to remove to the 
northern part of it, beyond the reach of the apprehended dan» 
ger. But the bolder spirits met the menace in another way — 
by an inroad into Missouri; showing the threateners that if they 
would have war, they could have it at home, and need not seek 
it elsewhere. Having learned that a family of Slaves near the 
line were soon to be sold, and wished for help to escape, two 
small companies, one of them led by " Old Bkowk," went over 
on the night of December 20th, liberated those Slaves and sev- 
eral others, and took two prisonei-s, whom, however, they re- 
leased and sent back aft;er bringing them some distance into 
the Teiritory. Brown's party achieved then- purjjose without 
bloodshed ; but a Slaveholder was killed by the other party, 
while fighting against the liberation of his Slave. The liberated 
Slaves accompanied their deliverers to the Territory, and thence 
made their way safely to Canada, in spite of an attempt by the 
Missourians to intercept their flight. 

After this fresh taste of the quality of their antagonists, the 
MiEsourians abandoned the contemplated invasion, thinking, no 
doubt, that it would be wiser to employ less perilous methods 



KANSAS. 



7 



of annoyance and revenge. A committee was sent to tlie Gov- 
ernor of the State to try to get from him a requisition upon the 
Governor of Kansas for Brow^^' and his associates. Rewards 
for the arrest of Montgomery and Brown were olfered by the 
Governor of Missouri and President Buchanan. JMedary, the 
new Governor of Kansas, sent officers into the disturbed region, 
to try the elJicacy of legal authority in composing the troubles. 
But indifferent success attended these measures. It was found 
impracticable, or imprudent at least, to arrest the dreaded Free 
State leaders; so nobody ventured to earn the promised re- 
wards ; and as no attempt was made to execute the law upon 
the Ruffians, whose aggi-essions had provoked resistance and 
reprisal, and no rewards were offijred for their arrest, the Free 
State people naturally enough insisted on their own right of 
self-protection, till the Government should show itself both able 
and willing to guarantee them safety for the future, if not satis- 
faction for the past. 

In February, the Territorial Legislature passed, and the Gov- 
ernor appi'oved, a general amnesty for all past offences growing 
out of the partisan strife in the southern counties. But hardly 
yet is the condition of those coimties one of assured tranquillity. 

The Legislature also passed an Act requiring the people to 
vote, on the last Monday in March, upon the question of calling 
a Convention to frame a new Constitution for a State Govern- 
ment. In cas6 of an affirmative vote, delegates to the Conven- 
tion are to be chosen on the 7th of June, and are to meet for 
their work on the 7th of July; the Constitiition is to be sub- 
mitted to the people on the 4th of October; and, if it is ratified, 
the election for State officers under it is to be held on the 6th 
of December. The vote in March having beeu, by nearly six 
to one in favor of calling the Convention, it is probable that 
the other steps will be taken in due succession, and that Kansas 
will present iierself, at the next session of Congress, for admis- 
sion into tiie Union, with a Constitution framed and adopted 
with unimpeaxjhable regularity, and acknowledged on all hands 
to embody tlie will of a majority of her people. 

Near thie close of its session, the Legislature passed an Act 
abolishing Slavery in the Territory, but by some trickery, in 
which the Governor was suspected of having a part, it was kept 
from reaching him till so late an hour that simply by his not 
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returning it, with either approval or veto, it failed to become a 
la,w. It was helieved that he purposely shunned the responsi- 
bility of a distinct expression either way, from a fear that ap- 
proiral of the bill would offend his masters at Washington, and 
that an express veto would lessen his chances of preferment by 
the people of Kansas when in the Union. That the bill was no 
piece of superfluous legislation is evident, not only from- Jtidi- 
cial and Presidential assertions of the legal existence of Slavery 
in the Territory, but also from the actual advertising of Slave 
property for sale by a Territorial officer. Such a disgraceful 
fact as this last mentioned was hardly needed, it is true, to 
prove that the Slave Power is always thoroughly in earnest in 
its theoretical assumptions, and means to put them into practice 
to the full reach of its ability. But it may help to keep 
this already well-established truth fresh in the memory of those 
— and they are quite too maiiy — who are wont to forget it just 
when it ought especially to be remembered, and so are ever 
ready to be deceived by some new pretence of compromise be- 
tween the rights of Freedom and the demands of Slavery. 

At intervals, during the last few months^ the Missouiians and 
their allies in the Territory have diversified their operations 
with attempts at kidnapping ; sometimes with but too much suc- 
cess. In the latter part of August, a Creek Indian, linng at 
Quindaro, was seized a few miles fi"om that place, by an armed 
band from Missouri, hurried across the border, and lodged in 
the jail at Independence, on the charge that he had been run- 
ning at large in Missouri without an owner, though he had free 
papers from the Indian agent in Kansns, and had not been 
within ten miles of the Missouri line. When the outrage was 
known.; the people were mnch excited, and a lawyer promptly 
went down to Independence, to take legal measures for the 
man's release, but ™e have not been able to learn with what 
result. A correspondent of the Albany Journal^ writing in the 
early part of November, says that " a number of Missourians 
and others have been combining to kidnap fi*ee colored persons 
doing business in Lawrence, some as barbers and others as 
wood-cutters ; also three women. But after the escape of one 
of the men fi'om his bonds with which , they had bound him, also 
another jumping out of a hack at night, and being shot at on 
making his escape, the parties have been arrested. Some of 



KANSAS. 



9 



them belong to the post-office. They will most likely be bound 
over for trial before Judge Elmoke, an appointee of President 
Buchanan," and — another proof that Slavery needs abolishing 
there — " the largest Slaveo-vvner in Kansas." 

The Lawrence liepuhlican gives particulars of two cases, 
(probably among those mentioned by the writer just quoted,) 
whicli occuiTed on two successive evenings near the begin- 
ning of November. In one, a laborer returning from his day's 
work in the city to his home near it, was stopped by three men, 
threatened with death if he cried out, bound and conv eyed in 
a wagon to a house near Franklin, and confined there that 
night and the next day. The next night he contrived to loosen 
his bonds, jumped fi-om a second story window, and escaped. 
In the other, Charles Fishee — a barber, living a Utcle way out 
of the city, while walking home early in the evening — w^as 
overtaken by three or four men in a hack. J ust after passing 
hira, one of them got out, drew a pistol, and told him to stop or 
lie would kill him. Fishee ran back toward a house near by; the 
kidnappers followed and shot at him, but seeing that the owner 
of the house had come out and was running to meet them, they 
turned and drove furiously toward Franklin. Next morning 
the driver of the hack was arrested and bound over for trial ; 
but, when the case came on. Judge Elmoke, true to a Slave- 
holder's ins'tincts, and as became an officer appointed by Presi- 
dent Buchanan, released him on the ground that persons of 
AMcan descent cannot be admitted to testify against a white 
man. " The decision," as the liepvhlican justly adds, " is equiv- 
alent to declaring that there is no law in the Territory against 
the kidnapping of colored persons ; for, in the very nature of 
the case, the witnesses, must, in almost every such case, be the 
injured parties themselves." 

About two months later Fishek was seized again, — this time 
at Leavenworth, two police men of that city aiding in the crime. 
They came upon him while asleep in his shop, at night, and by 
threatening to shoot him through the window, compelled him 
to rise and let them in; then pretending a charge of theft 
against him, handcuffed Mm, took him to the river — telling 
those whom his cries brought out to see what was the matter, 
that it was only an Irishman arrested for fighting — put him 
into a boat, and rowed across to Missouri. But the next 

2 



10 



REBOET. 



night he escaped, with handcuflfe on, found a skiff, crossed the 
river, and not "without perii of drowning, reached the Kansas 
shore. "A large meeting was held to welcome him back, and 
it was agreed on all hands that he v/as Avoi'thy of freedom." 
The Missourians, however, were bent on having him, and he 
was soon after taken again, on a regular warrant, as a fugitive 
from service, and committed to prison to await examination ; 
whereupon a writ of habeas corpus was procured by his friends, 
and, resistance being offered to its. service, the sheriff' broke 
down the door of the room in which he was confined, and he 
was released and carried off in triumph. 

On the very day, January 25th, on which this rescue was 
effected, an outrage was perpetrated exceeding all of a like kind 
which had preceded it. It was the kidnapping of Dr. Doy and 
his son, with another white man, named Clough, and thirteen 
colored men and women, whom they v/ere conducting across 
the couii'try from a too perilous nearness to the Missouri border. 
The peojjle of Lawrence, at a meeting held doubtless in conse- 
quence of the repeated attempts to kidnap their colored fellow- 
citizens, had decided to assist them in removing to a safer dis- 
tance from the haunts of the man-stealers ; and had prevailed 
upon Di*. Doy to take charge of their removal. Of those v/ho 
composed his company, all had free paper? except two. and 
these were free born — one a native of Ohio, -ne other of Penn- 
sylvania. Of those who had been Slaves, the Lawrence Mejmh- 
liaan states that one woman had been sent to Kansas by her 
own mistress, to put her beyond the reach of her master and 
his two sons, for reasons which we need not name. 

The company, in two large wagons, had gone about ten or 
twelve miles, when they were suddenly surprised and suiTound- 
ed by a band of armed and mounted men, mostly Missourians, 
but some of them citizens of Kansas. Foremost among them 
were the Mayor and the Marshal of Weston, Mo., and the Post- 
master of Lawrence. Stopping the wagons, they offered to pay 
Dr. Doy well if he would drive to Leavenworth ; but, upon liis 
replying that his team should never take a man into Slavery, 
several of them dismounted, put their pistols to his head, bound 
him and all his companions, took the horses, wagons, money 
and other property, (he protesting against their acts as kidnap- 
ping and highway robbery,) put on drivers, and keeping scouts 
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in front and rear, drove with headlong speed toward Mis- 
souri, till one wagon broke down ; then threw out the baggage, 
packed all their prisoners into the other wagon, and again hur- 
ried on. Reaching Leavenworth at night, they passed through 
the town stealtliily, and rode to the ferry, where the boat was 
waiting with steam up, ready to take them across. The prison- 
ers were ordered aboard on pain of being shot. Dr. Doy re- 
fused to go till guns were pointed at him, and lie was told his 
life and property would both be lost unless he went ; while 
Wood, the Mayor of Weston, and many othei-s, promised upon, 
their honor, tha,t if he would go he should return all s.'ife and 
sound in the moming. He then went with the rest, and their 
landing in Weston was greeted with the firing of salutes and 
other tokens of i*ejoicing, and all possible insults were offered 
to the captives. They were thrown upon the floor of the police 
office, and lay there the remainder of the night. In the morn- 
ing, the Weston Argus issued a jubilant Extra, duly gai-nished 
with falsehood, "that the country might have all the facts just 
as they were, before the howling misrej^resentations of the Abo- 
litionists shoulfT poison the N'oi-them atmosphere." The Doc- 
tor arid his white companions were taken to the court house for 
examination, amid insulting shouts of the people ; their request 
for delay of a day or two to procure counsel was denied ; and 
they were committed for trial, bail being fixed at $5000 ; in 
default of which the Doctor and his son were sent to Platte city 
jail, but Clough was released, probably with the hope of buying 
him up as a witness against the other two. While the case was 
before the examining court, Dr. Doy wrote a protest, as a citi- 
zen of Kansas, agamst the whole proceeding, but it was of 
course disregarded by the judicial tools of the kidnappers. 

Some of the colored prisoners were given up to persons claim- 
ing to 1)0 their masters ; others, who were free born, even accord- 
ing to the Slave code, and would not admit that they were 
Slaves, were thrust into prison, doubtless to await sufficiently 
unscrupulous claimants, or, in due time, to be sold for their jail 
fees. Two of these, the men above-mentioned, as natives of 
Ohio and Pennsylvania, after being about a week in jail, were 
taken out by one of the kidnappers, "the notorious fiend, Jake 
Httrd, of Lecompton," so called in Dr. Doy's letter, from which 
most of these particulars are drawn,, When told to go with 
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him, tl]i,ey Bajld ttey woldd wait in prison till their free papers 
came. \ He replied, -with an oath, that he was their master now, 
and would make them obey him, then whipped them till they 
consented to go. 

The treatment of Dr. Dot and his son was in keeping with 
sdl the rest of the proceedings. They were— to use his own 
words confined in an eight feet square iron box, having to 
bum fat meat to make light by night or day;" had "no water 
to wash with," and, when his letter was writte^, had seen no 
one whom they knew since the day of their imprisonment. 
Men from Kansas had gone over to leani theu* condition and to 
deifiand their release, but were not permitted to see them. 

As will be readily supposed, the news of this outrage caused 
a strong excitement in the Territory. It was vehemently de- 
nounced, not without menaces of unpleasant consequences to 
the Missouri border, if the prisoners should not be released un- 
harmed. 

At the meeting of Congress, in December last, the President 
devoted a large space in his Annual Message to the affairs of 
Kansas ; persisting with the cool, assm-ance of a practiced falsi- 
fier, in misrepresenting the well known facts of its history, and 
slandering that great majority of its people who have ^ven him 
and his master, the Slave Power, such grave offence, by refusing 
to submit to lawless usurpation, thinly disguised under the 
Btolenforms of law. With mingled cant of piety and of patri- 
otism — for what but cant is pious and patriotic talk prefacing 
sophistry and falsehood, uttered in the interest of oppression, 
violence, and fraud? — he began by comparing the condition of 
the country at that time with what it was one year before, and 
affected to see "much reason for gratitude to that Almighty 
Providence which has never failed to interpose for our relief at 
the most critical period of our history." Just precisely for what 
he was moved to give thanks ; whether that the Lecompton vil- 
lany had not achieved the full success which at the pre%dous 
session he strained every nerve to win ; or that it was saved by 
the basest treachery fi-om the prompt and crushing defeat it 
merited; as he did not specify, so there was no need that he 
should. How acceptable to the "Ahnighty Providence" is 
gratitude called forth by the partial success or seeming impu- 
nity of wickedness ; or with what m.easur6 of complacency He 
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hears himself accused, (under the guise of thankfiil acknowl- 
edgment,) of having interposed to relieve a nation of oppress- 
ors, and a corrupt and iniquitous government from the dangers 
and disasters consequent upon their sins, which they refuse 
either to repent of or forsake, we trust that we as little need to 
be infonned. 

The President was "happy to say" that "much has been 
done, during the last session of Congress, toward " accomplish- 
ing the object of " every patriot's desire," to "remove the excite- 
ment" about Kansas "from the States, and confine it to the 
Territory." But he did not say — probably because it is a 
truth he would not have been "happy" to tell — that, so far as 
this end was approached, it was through the partial defeat of 
his cherished scheme, and the confidence thus, and by other 
means, inspired among the friends of Freedom, that the final 
victory of their cause was sure; v/hereas, if he had been able as 
he was desu-ous to press through Congress his pet measure for 
forcing upon Kansas a Constitution justly abhorred by five- 
sixths of her people, "the excitement" in "the States," and 
the Tenitory too, would have been more intense than ever. 
By omitting this truth, even the truth whicli he did tell, was 
made to convey, as ho evidently meant it should, the falsehood 
by implication, that whatever tranquillizing effect had followed 
the action of Congress, was due to measures which he had pro- 
posed or approved. 

Nor was he content with falsehood by implication. He 
afiirmed that " the principle has been recognized in some fonn 
or other by an ahnost unanimous vote of both Houses of Con- 
gress, that a Territory has a right to come into the Union either 
as a Free or a Slave State, according to the will of a majority 
of its people." That principle has not been so recognized. No 
doubt the " Lecompton Democrats " meant all that in voting for 
the Ruffian Constitution; and possibly, the "Anti-Lecompton 
Democrats" would allow their vote for the Csittbnden or 
MoNTGOMBEY Substitute to be so interpreted, though we doubt 
if they aU would. But both these made up only a small ma- 
jority of the House, and by no means enough to ^ve "an ahnost 
unanimous vote" in the Senate. The Republican members, 
therefore, must be counted in to make the vote " almost imani- 
mous in both Houses ; " and the President unqu.estionably meant 
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to claim them as recogiiiidng "the princij^le" he stated. If he 
did not, he spoke untruly as to the strength of tlie vote. If 
lie did, he charged, the Republicans falsely. It was well known 
from the tenor of their speeches, from the tone of the press 
of their party, a\id from their course in the whole controversy — 
that they never meant to admit " that a Territory has a right 
to come into the Union as a Free or a Slave State." The Presi- 
dent could hardly have been so ignorant of their position and 
views as honestly to misapprehend the meaning of their votes. 
He must have know — as we presume every body else did — 
that they voted to let Kansas into the Union with a Constitu- 
tion of her own choice, because they Jcneuo her choice would bo 
to come in as a Free State ; and that such a vote does not im- 
ply a willmgness to admit a Slave State-or one likely to be such ; 
nor does it recognize a right in such a State, or indeed in any 
State, even Kansas itself, to come in. If a mercantile firm takes 
in a new partner of approved integri ty and cajjacity, the act will 
hardly be construed, even by James BucHANAiir, to imply that 
any one who may wish it, rogue or honest man, capable or inca- 
pable, has a right to be admitted. We understand the Kepub- 
licans to hold, (and rightly we think,) that, in the words of 
their chief organ, the New York Tribune, "the admission of a 
new State is within the discretion of Congress, and cannot be 
claimed as a right ; " nor are we aware of any act of the party or 
its representatives in Congress, which conflicts Avith this doc- 
trine, or implies a denial of the right of Congress to say there 
shall be no more Slave States in the Union. The attempt was 
a dishonest one, to make their action in the last Congress seem 
to favor the new heresies of the sham Democracy on the Slave 
question. 

The President next rejoiced over the change within Kansas ; 
falsely ascribing it ^to those proceedings of Congi'ess which he 
had so falsely interpreted. "The pressure of external influ- 
ence," which had caused so much trouble there, was alluded to 
in such a way as would lead a reader, ignorant of the facts, to 
suppose that the evil influence came from the opposers of his 
policy ; whereas he knew very well that it came from his own 
staunch supportei-s, who began then' work of violence and fraud 
before the Territorj' w^as organized ; and continued it with unre- 
lenting pertinacity, aided and encouraged too by the General 
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Government and its official underlings, until the growing strength 
of the Free State party fairly overbore and vanquished them. 
" Eesistance to the Territorial Govermnent," said the President, 
"has been finally abandoned." Yes, and because ~ which he 
did not say — the men whom he slanderously accused of "resist- 
ance to rightful authority," had wrested it after a severe and 
protracted struggle against Pro-Slavery usurpation, backed by 
Executive favor and patronage, from the hands of Border Ruf- 
fians and Buchanan Democrats; and had made it to represent 
the majority of the people of Kansas. " The experience of Kan- 
sas," continues the sage moralizer of the "White House, "has 
enforced the lesson that resistance to lawful authority, wider 
our form of government, cannot fail in the end to prove disas- 
trous to its authors." A sort of Balaam's curse, this; turned into 
a blessing in spite of the utterer's maledictive intent. For it 
amounts to an unmeant confession that the real "authors of 
resistance to lawful authority " were the now utterly defeated 
and dispersed Pro-Slavery party ; and not the maligned Free 
State men, now victors over the combined force of their adver- 
saries, and acknowledged masters of the Territory. It is to 
the former, not the latter, that this strife has proved " disastrous 
in the end." 

That the President should speak of the fraudulent Lecomp- 
ton Convention, as legitimately representing the people of 
Kansas — who, he knew, had reprobated it with the strongest 
emphasis by an overwhelming majority — and of the Consti- 
tution framed by it, as "unexceptionable in its general fca^ 
tures," though he knew it was a cunning device to insure the 
triumph of Slavery; that he should reiterate the falsehood 
that the Slavery question was submitted to the people, though 
lie knew that only a ceitain clause was submitted, and in 
such a way as to make every vote upon it a vote for the Con- 
stitution, other parts of which would establish Slavery, even if 
that Avere voted down; that he should calumniously accuse 
those who would not be caught in this trap, of "preferring that 
Slavery shoidd continue rather than surrender their revolution- 
ary Topeka organization;" that he should persist in styling the 
Border Ruffian usurpation a " lawfiil government," and imputing 
to its opposers the guilt of " civil strife and rebellion ; " that, 
while pratmg of "the just equality of all the States," he should 
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heartily accept the proposal to require of Kansas a larger popu- 
lation foi admission as a Free than as a Slave State, and at the 
same time, in recommending the passage of a general law that 
no State shall hereafter be admitted till its population equals the 
ratio required for a Representative in Congress, should except 
Pro-Slavery, Sham-Democratic Oregon, whose population is less 
than that of Kansas ; all this, and much more of kindred char- 
acter, contained in the Message, was to have been expected from 
that quarter, as a matter of course. A decent show of truth and 
fairness, to say nothing of a genuine sympathy with Freedom 
and right, would have been too much toi ask of the animate 
"Platform" of a party long ago sold to work wickedness for 
the behoof of Slavery. 

The Message elicited some discussion in Congress, in which 
its misrepresentations of Kansas matters were sharply criticised ; 
but the session passed without any legislation particularly re- 
lating to Kansas. 

Oeegon. 

A bin to admit Oregon mto the Union, which had passed the 
Senate a year before, was reported to the House of Representa- 
tives on the 10th of Februaiy, and debated till the afternoon of 
the 12th, when it passed by a vote of 114 to 103. It was 
vigorously opposed on several grounds, but chiefly on these two : 
that if the rule as to population was to be insisted on in the case 
of Kansas, it ought also to be in that of Oregon ; and that the 
proposed Constitution of Oregon is Anti-Republican and conflicts 
with the Federal Constitution, m forbidding free colored persons 
to hve in the State, or sue in its Courts, thus denying the 
" privileges and immunities of citizens " there, to a portion of the 
citiiiens of some of the other States. 

The Washington correspondent of the Anti- Slavery Standard, 
referring to the debate on the 11th, says : — " It was apparent that 
day that, thete are Republicans in Congress who hate Slavery, 
and do not share in the wicked and disgraceftil prejudice against 
color which exists in every State of this Union." He adds that 
Dawes, of Massachusetts, C. B. Cochea2«t!, of New York, and 
Bingham, of Ohio, made « the three great speeches of the day," all 
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of them being " piincipally upon the anti-negro features of the 
Oregon Constitution." The first ably defended « that class of 
Massachusetts citizens insulted and struck down by that docu- 
ment," and exposed the inconsistency and refuted the sophistry of 
his colleagues, CoraNS and Thaybe, who spoke , and voted for the 
bill. " Biitgham's speech was a stream of burning eloquence in 
defence of the rights of the colored man, and he wan listened to 
by every man in the House ; and perhaps the most attentive 
listeners were the Slaveholders present." He denounced the 
provisions against the colored people, as violating not only the 
Federal Constitution, but the law of nature ; declared that, by 
the public law of the civilized world, every free man is entitled 
to live in the land of his birth ; that Oregon, by admission into 
the Union, becomes part of the counUy of every Americati 
citizen ; that no State has a right to exile its native freemen, or 
deny them a fair hearing in its courts of justice ; that " not to 
legalize this honid injustice was America allowed to assume her 
proud place among the nations ; not to this end the fathers of 
tlie Republic put forth their great Declaration, and defended it 
through a seven years' war, and, with the blood of Yorktown 
yet fresh upon their garments, proclaimed to the world, and 
asked it to be held in everlasting remembrance, ' that the rights 
for which America had contended, were the rights of human 
nature.' " 

The same writer characterizes the speech of Eli Thayer as 
"cold-blooded, monstrous, and disgraceful;" as apologizing "for 
those villanous negro-haters in the Free States, who have put 
upon their statute-books laws which would crimson the cheek 
of the worst despot in Eui'ope;" and as thus "misrepresenting 
Ms constituents," the people of "good old Worcester County, 
the heart of Massachusetts," 

Witn the great body of the Sham Democracy, a portion of 
the Republican members must share the deep disgrace of having, 
by the admission of Oregon, given countenance, and, so far as 
an act of Congress could, validity to the Anti-Republican, unjust, 
and basely cruel provision of the Oregon Constitution, which 
outlaws the colored race, in defiance alike of the principles of 
public law the world over, and of that eternal right ordained of 
God to be the imiversal law ; and even in violation of what a 
certain class of politicians seem to think of still higher authority, 
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the Constitution of the United States. Of the eighty-eight 
Republican members who voted on the question, jSfteen (includ- 
ing two from Massachusetts,) voted in favor of admitsion, as did 
also seven of the seventeen Anti-Locompton Democrats present. 
Had. these, or even but six of them, voted the other way, Oregon 
would have been told to wait till she had shown regard enough 
for justice and true Democracy to expunge the gross iniquities 
of het Constitution, before she could come into the Union. 

While the bill was before the House, Grow, of Pennsylvania, 
moved a substitute, defining the boundaries of Oregon and 
Kansas, and authorizing the legal voters resident in each Terri- 
tory, to take the necessary steps for establishing a State 
Government, their Constitutions to bo subject to the approval 
of the people ; but the Speaker ruled it out, as not in order. In 
the same way lie disposed of an amendment which Grow then 
offered, to repeal the prohibitory clause in the Kansas Compro- 
mise BUI. Davis, of Indiana, then moved to recommit the bill, 
with instructions to the Conmxittee to add another section 
repealing the prohibitory clause of the Kansas bill, and providing 
that Oregon shall not be admitted, until it has been ascertained 
by a census that the population is enough for one representative 
in Congress, The Speaker decided the motion to be out of 
order, and, on appeal, the House sustained the decision by 118 
to 95 ; thus insisting, in effect, that Kansas, because of her 
hostility to the designs of the Slave Power, shall still be subject 
to restrictions from which Pro-Slavery Oregon, ruled by the 
vassals of that Despotism, shall be exempt. Yet, after this, as 
we have seen, Republicans enough for the jjurpose could be 
found, to tixm the doubtful scale in favor of the consummation 
of this wrong and insult, by admitting Oregon with her 
atrocious Constitution. Should it be said, as an excuse for them, 
that Oregon is a Free State, and her admission will strengthen 
the cause of Freedom in the Union, our answer is a repetition 
of what we said a ye^ii: ago, that so far as her relation to the 
great issue before the country goes, she is free in name alone, 
and is practically an ally of the oppressor ; in the words of the 
Neuo York Trihi:rte^ " as thorough and servile a satrapy of the 
Slave Power as Arkansas." 
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Cuba. 

To acquire Cuba has been, fi-om the first, one of the cherished 
purjDoses of BucuAis-AN's Administratiou, as, for years before his 
inauguration, it was of the master he serves. The past year has 
witnessed some movements on his part, and that of his partizaus 
in Congress, aiiutng at the achievement of this purpose ; but thus 
far with no pei-ceptible success. 

The President, in his Annual Message, brought the subject 
before Congress, in connection with complaints of the " unsatis- 
factory condition " of " our relations with. Spain ; " of grievances 
suffered at the hands of Spanish officials in Cuba ; and of the 
difficulty of obtaining redress, because the Captain-General is 
not empowered to grant it, and the claims for it must be 
presented " through our minister at Madrid," " The truth, is," 
said he, " that Cuba, in its existing colonial condition, is a con- 
stant source of injury and annoyance to the American people ; " 
Avhence he would evidently have them infer that they ought, 
with all convenient speed, to pat an end to this annoying 
" colonial condition," by getting the island into their own posses- 
sion ; after which, the cutting of it up into two or three Slave 
States is expected soon to follow, as a matter of course. 
Moreover, there is a philanthropic, as well as a patriotic, motive 
for the President's anxiety to apjiropriate the coveted prize. 
His righteous soul and tender heart are deeply grieved by the 
participation of Cuba in the African Slave Trade. " It is the 
only spot in the civih'zed world, where the African Slave Trade 
is tolerated. ***** As long as this market shall 
remain open, there can be no hope for the civilization of 
benighted Africa. While the demand for Slaves continues in 
Cuba, wars will be waged among the petty and barbarous chiefs 
in Africa, for the purpose of seizing subjects to supply this 
trade. In such a condition of affairs, it is impossible that the 
light of civilization and religion can ever penetrate these dark 
abodes." But if Cuba were annexed to this countiy, " the last 
relic of the African Slave Trade would instantly disappear." So 
then, that "the light of civilization and reli^on" may some day 
find access to " benighted Africa," Cuba must come into the 
American Union, and buy her Slaves thenceforward from 
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Virginia and Mainland, instead of Congo; unless, indeed, Iier 
coming in should turn the trembling scale in favor of the 
reopening of the trade in men bet^ween Africa and this country, 
and thus not only keep the Cuban market open, but add thereto 
the vastly more extensive one of all the Slave«consuming region 
of this continent. This, vhould it happen, would only change, 
as we may be allowed to hope, the Presidential reasons for 
rejoicing in the glorious event, and it might then be cause of 
"grstitude to the Almighty Providence," not that a market for 
Slaves from Africa is closed, but that a wider sphere of benefi- 
cent activity is given to that grand missionary agency, whereby 
the heathen and barbarian tribes are brought mthin the full 
meridian splendor of "the light of civilization and. religion," 
instead of being left to wait for its scattered rays " to penetrate 
their dark abodes " 

Again recurring to patriotic considerations, the President 
reminded Congress that " the island of Cuba, from its geograph- 
ical position, commands the mouth of the Mississippi, and the 
immense and annually increasing trade, foreign and coastwise, 
from the valley of that noble river, now embracing half the 
sovereign States of the Union.||'With that island under the 
dominion of a distant foreign power, this trade, of vital i^port- 
aiiee to these States, is exposed to the danger of being destroyed 
in time of war, and it has hitherto been subjected to perpetual 
injury and annoyance in time of peace. Our relations %vith 
Spain, which ought to 1: e of the most friendly character, must 
always be placed in jeopardy while the existing Colonial Gov- 
ernment over the island shall remain in its' present condition." 

Havpg thus made it plain beyond a doubt that " the posses- 
sion of the island would be of vast importance to the United ^ 
States," it only remained to show — i. e., to affirm — by way of 
completely clinching the argument, that "its value to Spain 
is comparatively unimportant." That dfane, the whole case is 
made out conclusively; for what right had Spain any longer to 
demur to the surrender of what is to her such a mere trifle, and 
to this coimtry is worth so much ? What, against reasoning so 
COM elusive, are those paltry grounds of reftissd, "it is mine," 
"I am the proper judge of its value to me," and "it is for me 
to say whether I will sell it at any price? " "Was ever pirate or 
highw;ayman turned back from the seizure of his prejr by such 
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trivial considerations ? And are not the rights of this great and 
powerful nation, in i-elation to its weaker neighbors, as ample 
as the pirate's and highwayman's toward unarmed wayfarers by 
sea or land? Of course, as the President very properly said, 
Cuba is to be acquired "by honorable negotiation. "We would 
not, if we could, acquire it in any other manner." But a key 
to the possible meaning of "honorable negotiation" is furnished 
in the significant allusion, immediately following, to the acqui- 
sition of tenitory from Mexico "by fair purchase;" for everybody 
knows how that " lair purchase " was achieved, with the price 
persuasively tendered on the bayonets of a conquering anny. 
And ii' this hint were not enough, the lack was fully supplied, 
(so at least Spain thought,) by the implications of the closing 
sentence in the next paragraph, v^'herein the President declared 
that "this course [of honorable negotiation] we shall ever 
pursue, unless circumstances should occur, which we do not now 
anticipate, rendermg a departure from it clearly justiJiaJ)le, 
under the imperative and oveiTuling law of self-preservation." 
To those who know just how much is included in a Pro-Slavery 
American politician's notion of "self-pnservation," this language 
needs no interpreter. 

After intimating that a "large appropriation may be required 
to effect the purpose " of the contemplated negotiation, and that 
"it may become indispensable to success that" he "should be 
entrusted with the means of making an advance to the Spanish 
Government immediately after the signing of the treaty, with- 
out awaiting the ratification of it by the Senate," the President 
concluded by "commending the whole subject to the careful 
consideration of Congress." 

If exQY grave, official document displayed a cooler impudence 
than this — the circumstances all considered — it has not been 
our lot to meet the instance. So often and emphaticg-Uy has 
Spain avowed, her settled purpose never to sell Cuba at any 
price, nor even to listen to proposals for the purchase of it, that 
she has reason to regard as little short of a deliberate insult, the 
pertinacious pressing of negotiation professedly for that object. 
It is, moreover, as foolish as indecent, if fiiendly bargaining 
alone is really meant, and not the seeking of some pretext for a 
qiiarrel, to end in taking forcible possession of the island, as 
" indemnity for the past and security for the future;" while, if 
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the latter is the real intention, its wickedness outgoes its 
foUy. 

How the people of Cuba viewed it, we have their own decisive 
testimony. "When the Message was received there, the Corpo- 
i-ation of Havana promptly adopted an Address to the Queen of 
Spain, which " was signed by the Governor of the city, all the 
officials, anjd the great body of the citizens." In it they say, 
they have "not read without profound surprise the recent Mes- 
sage of the President of the United States, in which the infa- 
mous idea is announced that that Government has intended, 
and intends to purchase the island of Cuba, a pretension which 
must be looked . upon as doubly insulting to the nobleness of the 
nation and to the dignity of the sons of Cuba, who, it appears, 
are considered no better than a drove of Slaves, that can be sold 
like a private estate. » * * * * The shame of being sold 
cannot be supported by those who always appreciate their ex- 
istence as a part of a nation to which they have ever been as- 
similated in habit, religion, and customs, and ^hich transmitted 
to them the boautiful language of Cervantes. The Government 
of Spain has not heard, and doubtless will not listen to, an igno- 
minious pretension which wounds its sense of decency, but nev- 
ertheless the first mimicipality of the island has believed it to be 
its, duty to raise its voice to your Majesty, on seeing written this 
insult to humanity and the enlightened age in which, we live." 
They speak of the " cool contumely and total forgetfuhiess of all 
the admitted principles of international relations" exhibited in 
the Message ; refer to the refusal of the city, when occupied by 
the English, in the last century, to do homage to the king of 
England; and add that "Cuba is the same Spanish i>rovince that 
it has been heretofore. Now and ever it will reject foreign dom- 
ination." 

No less emphatic was the tone of the Cuban press. The 
JPrema de la Ilahana said " it is hardly necessary for us to 
remark that the above memorial is the genuine and unani- 
mous expression of the feelings of all the population of Cuba." 
The Diario de la Marina "called the attention of the v^orld to 
the contrast between our national spirit and American greed ; 
and in what manner the chivalrous temper of our people re- 
sponds to the mercantile cupidity of American politics, which 
has prompted the w ords of the last Presidential Message rela- 
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tive to this islan*^ and adds tliat "such forgetfulness of social 
proprieties" as appears in the Message, "intennixed with such 
reckless doctrines in regard to the rigiits of nations, may not 
amaze the world, simply because it is accustomed to such abei*- 
rations on the part of the Washington Cabinet." " Purchase 
the island of Cuba!" it exclaimed. "The Washington Cabi- 
net well knows it cannot be bought ; that the (Jnited States 
have not the money which could buy it. Such is the opinion of 
all Spaniards, such has been especially the opinion of the na- 
tives of tlie soil, from the first moment the project figured in 
the politics of the North. When a minister of the Crown, on 
an occasion similar to that produced by the present Message, 
said, that to sell the island of Cuba would be to sell the honor 
of Spain, the words were reiichoed by the unanimous voice of 
the Spanish race, and have been adopted from that moment as 
the neatest and most concise fonnula of reply whenever this 
absurd project should be revived. ***** The mere enun- 
ciation of this design is, for our race, the grossest of insults." 
After alluding to the wealth of the island, its commerce, its 
advantageous site and material excellences, the Diario continued 
thus : " But these considerations do not enter into the thoughts 
of our people, our sovereigns, our governors, even the humblest 
of our countrjTuen, when they debate this proposed purchase, 
which they regard as an insult, and this sale which they regard 
as infamy. It is because they have regard to the Spaniards 
bom in Cuba, brethren of those bom in the peninsula, sharers 
in the same glory, trained in the same civilization, the same 
faith, and the same customs. It is this blood which is price- 
less — this civilization which cannot be sold." 

The response of Spain, to the Message, was quite as explicit 
and decided as that of Cuba. On the 31st of December the 
subject was introduced into the lower House of the Spanish 
Cortes, by Senor Flloa, Director General of the Colonies; 
and was discussed by some of the most distinguished members 
of that body, with a calm dignity and grave earnestness as well 
befitting the publicly recognized defenders of a nation's rights 
and honor., as the bluster and bombast of our American apos- 
tles of "Manifest Destiny" suits the part they have chosen to 
enact. 

"I am about," said Senor TJlx,oa, "to occupy the Cortes with 



24 



KEPORT. 



one of tliose questions ■H\'hich always arouse a unanimous feeling 
in a noble and generous people like our own; one of those ques- 
tions wMcb, when put, are always instantly ans^vered, because 
there is, because there can be, but one answer for them." Allud- 
ing to the President's Message he said, it " contains a blunder 
ojBfensive to' the Spanish nation, a continued and concerted 
offence, to which the Spanish nation ought to reply with dig- 
nity and energy through its legitimate representatives." Then, 
— -wdth a hint that the real object of the President was only 
"to revive dead hopes, as a foundation for a wished for reelec- 
tion," (how should they know in Spain the secret springs of 
American statesmanship ?) with a glance at the demand, con- 
stantly repeated by the United States, that the Captain-General 
of Cuba should be invested with full power to treat on inter- 
national affairs, which is the exclusive prei*ogative of the Su- 
preme Government;" and with a trenchant side stroke, in pass- 
ing, at " those philanthropic pretensions put forth in that 'iis- 
cour^e in favor of the African race, which, indeed, are strange 
enough, coming as they do from a country where there are 
States . in which Sle-very is preserved in its most repugnant 
fonn, where this unhappy race is treated like a race of brutes, 
'and where the most atrocious penalties are imposed, not only 
upon those who have committed the crime of getting a little 
instruction^ but also who are caught in the fulfilment of their 
religious duties"— he proceeded to cite and comment on the 
more gravely offensive portion of the Message, Quoting a para- 
graph or two in full, he said, "here the question of the purchase 
of Cuba by the United States is put in a very clear manner, 
and this pressing it after the refusals which have been given to 
former purchasers, I believe to involve an offence to Spanish 
honor and dignity. ****** It concerns a negotiation 
which is impossible. In saying so, I speak the general senti- 
ments of the country. ***** \ye are not poor enough 
to have to live upoii the price of this sale ; but were we much 
poorer than we are, Spain would never have recourse to such 
means to get out of her difficulties, This mercantile policy, in 
the least noble sense of the word, which the President of the 
United States has adopted with so much enthusiasm, will for- 
ever encounter in Spain a feeling of repulsion which is fostered 
by the Castilian nobility. This must be known once for all. 
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But such is the eagerness of the President and the party he 
represents, that, presuming upon the end which these strange 
negotiations must have, he enters into the mysteries of the future, 
and presents us a menace in the distance." Then, repeating 
the sentence above cited, which contemplates something beside 
negotiation as possible "under the law of self-preservation," the 
speaker continued : " this language is sufficiently explicit ; the 
idea is involved in none of those diplomatic nebulosities which 
are generally used in this class of documents. I am glad of it, 
and I believ.e that this House and all Spain will join with me in 
this for two reasons ; first, because civilized Europe shall by this 
know what are the intentions of a political party of the United 
States, which is powerful enough to raise its chiefs to the su- 
preme magistracy, and shall also appreciate to the fuU the new 
principle of the law of nations, which, according to the happy 
phrase of a French paper, consists in 'proclaiming the right 
of foi'cible appropriation for cause of American utility ; ' and 
secondly, because when these intentions are known, her Majes- 
ty's Government and the whole nation will ]3repare against the 
contingency with which we are threatened, and Avheu these cir- 
cumstances which Mr. Buchanan speaks of shall come, the 
Spanish nation may reply, as did the Greek hero : ' You want 
Cuba ; then come and take her.' " He concluded by asking the 
Government and all parties in the House to unite in " a solemn 
declaration which shall put a stopper upon this threat, this 
offence ; and, whatever may be contained in similar demonstra- 
tions which may be made." 

He was followed by the Minister of State, who was " glad " of 
the opportunity " to explain the opinion of her Majesty's Govern- 
ment upon the document" refeiTcd to. "I could but bo sur- 
prised," said he, "that this document should say our relations 
are in an unsatisfactory state. *»***• I -^yas profoundly 
convinced that the relations between the two Governments were 
perfectly fpiendly, and ran no risk of disturbance. Her 
Majesty's Government has still this confidence." After reciting 
some of the negotiations between the two countries, to justify 
this statement, and referring to the past history of Spain, he 
added, " as it is not possible that the Spanish nation should 
resign any territory which constituted a part of the once vast 
domains of the Spanish monarchy, the present Government 
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regards it as a duty to make a solemn declaration, which cannot 
fail to engrave itself on the heart of the Cortes, and to be 
transmitted to every Spaniard, To-day, to-moiTow, on whatever 
occasion, prosperous or adverse, ***** the Spanish 
nation will never be insensible to its honor, will never dispossess 
itself of the least part of its territory ; and any proposition 
made with that object will be considered by the Government 
as an insult offered to the nation." 

This speech was aj^plauded long and loudly. Then Senor 
Olozaga, leader of the opposition, and formerly Prime Minister, 
moved a resolution " that the Cortes has heard with the gi-eatest 
satisfaction the explanations given by the Government, and that 
it adheres to the sentiment of those explanations, and is ready 
to give its constant sujiport to the preservation of the integrity 
of the Spanish dominions.." 

In his speech supporting the resolution, he said, " when we all 
share the desire, which the Government has just expressed, to 
repel ever5i;hing offensive to the nobleness and dignity of the 
Spanish nation, it is just that we should all protest against the 
tendencies of this insult which is offered to us. * * * * * 
It Avould be improper for me to delay the moment which you all 
desire, of showing that there are no parties in Spain, nor any 
difference of opinion among Spaniards, upon the question of the 
conservation of dignity and honor, which is of more account 
than all the interests of the world. I hope that the House will 
approve of this proposition, in the interest of the national 
dignity, in the interest of the Island of Cuba, whose religion, 
whose customs, whose laws, whose traditions, whose existence, 
whose future, absolutely depend on the preservation of Union 
with the mother country, and also in the interest of this very 
American nation, which we cannot fail to admire and to love, 
provided that it does not invade,, but respect, the just rights of 
others, in order that a precedent so fatal to the public law of 
nations may not be admitted." 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. 

On the 4th of January, the \ipper House of the Cortes took 
up the subject and unanimously resolved, "That the Senate 
tenders to her Majesty's Government its entire support and most 
efficacious cooperation in every contingency, in view of the Mes- 
sage which has just been delivered by the President of the 
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United States, and that the Senate is convinced that the national 
honor and the integrity of the territory of Sjjain and her trans- 
atlantic provinces will come out of this new ordeal unscathed." 

The [Minister of State, in speaking on the resolutions, said 
that during his Ministry, there had heen no indication refening 
to the acquisition of Cuba, and if any such should be made to 
him as Minister of Spain, by a representative of any foreign 
power, he would "hasten to interrupt him as soon as his inten- 
tions were understood, and would tell him what his insinuations 
were causing in the minds of all Spaniards," 

In the United States Senate, Mr. Slidell, of Louisiana, on 
the 10th of January, introduced a bill for placing 830,000,000 
in the President's hands " to facilitate the acquisition of Cuba 
by negotiation." It was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, from which, on the 24th, Mr. Slibell presented a long 
report in favor of the bill; and Mr, Sewaed, a minority report, 
calling on the President for information, to be transmitted to 
Congress, at the next session, to enable it to judge whether 
extraordinary measures are necessary to maintain the country's 
rights and interests in regard to Spain. An able discussion 
ensued, but no action was then taken. On the 25th of February, 
Slidell announced the purpose of the majority to force the biU 
to a final vote before adjournment; but was met with a resolute 
resistance, which, after the sitting had been protracted by 
speeches, motions to adjourn, and various "dilatory motions," 
till one o'clock at night, at last prevailed, and the Senate 
adjourned. The next day Slidell abandoned the bill, despair- 
ing of his ability to force it through in the brief remnant of the 
session. 

The piratical party, however, as is evident from the tone of 
its press, and the speeches of its orators, by no means intends to 
consider this defeat decisive of the fate of its cherished scheme. 
"Cuba must and shall be ours," said Senator Bkown, of 
Mississippi, in a speech made in New York city, on the 14th of 
last March. " The decree has gone forth, and nowhere on earth 
is there power to remove it. The only question for us to 
consider is this : by what means shall we make the acquisition ? 
Three modes ha\ e been proposed : purchase, that I regard as 
the most honorable ; conquest, and that I regard as the most 
certain ; and the mysterious operation known as filibusterism, 
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and that I regard as the most probable; but, by one or the other, 
or all combined, Cuba must and shall be ours. If Sj)ain is dis- 
posed to sell the island, I, for one, stand prepared to pay for it. 
If Spain be indisposed to sell, I would seize Cuba as indemnity 
for the past, 'and then negotiate for future security. If 
BtrcHAXAsr and Cass can't be brought to that point, I would 
repeal the [neutrahty] laws, and cry ' speed to the filibuster, and 
let slip the dogs of war.' I have grown weary of having young, 
l>roud, glorious America knocking at the door of Spain and 
asking for admission. ***** jpay \)q asked, 
what do we want of Cuba ? We want it for territorial expan- 
sion. * Let no pent up Utica contract our powers ; the whole 
boundless universe shall be ours.' ***** Then we 
want it for national defence. The island blocks up the Missis- 
sippi, with all its products. We want it to extend our 
agricultural resources; to get more and cheaper sugar. We 
want it to extend our commerce. Then, I have a little private 
reason of ray own. I want Cuba for the extension of Slavery. 
I speak for myselfj and those who agree with me. ***** 
If it were to come in as a free territory, my courage 
would very much ooze out at the points of my fingers. I am a 
Pro-Slavery man ; I beUeve that Slavery is of divine origin, that 
the African race, from their creation, were doomed to be Slaves 
to the white man." Addressing the reporters, he said : " report 
me as I have spoken. Wlien I have spoken in favor of Slavery, 
report me in the fii"st person. I believe I have spoken the 
sentiments of my OAvn heart, and of a vast majority of the 
Democracy throughout the Union. The Democratic party are 
going into the next Presidential canvass upon this (the Cuban) 
and other questions, and we intend to meet Seward face to face 
upon it." 

Here is at least a sufficiently fi'ank avowal of the principles by 
which the Senator — and, as he believes, the vast majority of 
his party — is governed, and would have the nation governed in 
its intercourse with other nations. A precious specimen of 
political morality it is, too ! — a genuine chapter fi'om the pirate's 
and highwayman's ethical code. And if we may credit the tes- 
timony of one who has been active in eutei-prises kindred to this 
for the seizure of Cuba, "General" Walkee, of Nicaraguan no- 
toriety, tliis sort of morality has adherents in a higher quarter 
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than the Senate chamber, as devoted if not as frank as the Mis- 
sissippi Senator. True, the character of the witness gives little 
■weight to his testimony ; but its intrinsic probability makes it 
worthy of attention, even from such a source. In a letter to the 
Mobiie Register, dated July 19th, 1858, Walker said that 
about the middle of the preceding October, while he was in 
New Orleans, preparing to return to Nicaragua, General Hen- 
NiNGSEX arrived from Washington, and stated that, in an inter- 
vieAV he had held there v/ith the Secretary of War, "the Secre- 
tarv had infomied him of the President's determination to arrest 

«■' 

the expedition to Nicaragua; adding, that the acquisition of 
Cuba during his administration was an object dear to the heart 
of Mr. Buchanan, and if we would enter the Mexican service 
we should have the suppoi-t of the United States Government, 
and while in that service we might by some act, such as tearing 
down the flag of Spain, bring about a war between Mexico and 
Spain, and Mexico might then seize Cuba; and that means 
would not be lacking for such an enterprise. When pressed to 
tell how the means could be had, the Secretary replied, that 
before he could say more he must see a person above him. At 
a later interview he said, he was not authorized to go further, 
but they might I'ely implicitly on the means being provided if 
the enteiprise were undertaken." Walker added, that at his 
trial in New Orleans, he endeavored to place these facts in 
the shape of legal evidence, and for that pui*pose summoned 
Henningsen as a witness ; but when the question was put to 
elicit the facts, the District Attorney objected, and the presiding 
Justice ruled it out without waiting to hear for what object it 
was asked. Whether this is to be regarded as equivalent to 
confessing that Walker's charge is true, the public must 
judge. 

The Southern Republics. 

If the President is not scheming to take advantage, in Slavery's 
behaL^ of the internal dissensions of Mexico and the weakness 
of the States of Central and JSouth America, he unfortunately 
lays himself open to strong suspicion of such design, by his eager- 
ness to get at least the power to do mischief in that direction; 
asking repeatedly, in person and through his partisans in Con- 
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gi'ess, for authority, in effect, to plunge the countrj'- into war 
with those feeble States at his own single will. In his Annual 
Message he " earnestly recommended to Congress the passage of 
an act authorizing the President, under such restrictions as they 
may deem proper, to employ the land and naval forces of the 
United States in preventing the transit [across Nicaragua, — 
also by the Panama and Tehuantepec routes,] from being ob- 
structed hj lawless violence, and in protecting the lives and 
property of American citizens travelling thereon." On the 11th 
of January, Mr. Mason, of Vu'ginia, introduce 1 into the Senate 
■from the Committee on I'oveign Relations, a bv'j. in accordance 
with the President's recommendation, empowering him, when- 
ever, in his opinion, the case demands his inter )osition, to use 
the land and naval forces of the United States in such way as in 
his judgment may be most effectual, by force to protect or re- 
lieve citizens of the United States, in Mexico, Central or South 
America, from any injury offered or done by "those claiming 
to be in authority therein;" and requiring him to report to Con- 
gress as soon as possible what he may have done xmder this au- 
thority, and to withdraw the forces as soon as the object shall 
have been attained. As Congress did not hasten to second the 
Senator's zeal, the President sent in a Special Message, remind- 
ing that dilatory body of "the great urgency and importance of 
legislative action " for the desired purpose, before the close of 
the session ; repeating nearly word for word, his foi-mer i-ecom- 
mendation ; and backing it with the assurance that, without such 
a law as he asked for, " the P):esident may be placed in a painful 
position before the meeting of the next Congress." But this 
pathetic appeal was ineffectual. Congress adjourned without 
granting his request ; thinking, doubtless, that it was better to 
risk his chance of a "painfal position" than to relieve him with 
a military dictatorship; — an opinion in which the country evi- 
dently concurs. For the present, therefore, this ingenious scheine 
for "extending the area" of the very peculiar sort "of Free- 
dom " known as American, appears to be a failure. 

But it is said, whether or not on good authority, certainly 
with much intrinsic probability, that the Cabinet at Wash- 
ington is consideiing another way of turning the distracted 
condition of Mexico to the advantage of Slcveiy; that it is 
discussing a proposal to recognize the so-called " Liberal " Gov- 
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emment on condition that tlie Marshals of the United States 
shall be permitted to pursue, an-est, and bring back Fugitive 
Slaves escaping into Mexico. It M'^ould be much easier, how- 
ever, we doubt not, for President Buchanan to offer than for 
President Juarez to accept such terms. If the " Liberal " Chief 
himself were base enough to listen to them, his own followers 
would desert him. We cannot believe that any party in Mex- 
ico, sad as the condition of that country is, has yet sunk low 
enough to entertain a proposition so disgraceful ; and thus the 
moral certainty of its rejection, if offered — rather than any 
sense of shame, or regard for right, or respect for Mexican sove- 
reignty on Mexican soil — may prevent the offer. 



New Slave States est Prospect. 



Meanwhile, the Slave Power is not neglectful of its opportu- 
nities within the present boundaries of the Union. To 
compensate itself for the now almost certain loss of Kansas, it 
is scheming to divide California, and make a Slave State of the 
southern portion ; while it hnstens eagerly to clutch New Mexico, 
as if that were, beyond controversy or question, its own. On 
the 5th of March a bill was introduced into the Senate of Cali- 
fornia, for the division of the State, setting off all south of the 
thu-ty-sixth degree of latitude as a separate Territory, which, of 
course, the Slaveholders mean, as speedily as possible, to appro- 
priate, and erect into a new State. The Territorial Legislature 
of New Mexico has, within a few weeks, passed an act recog- 
nizing Slavery as a legal institution in that Territory, and 
guarding it with stringent provisions and severe penalties. It 
does not attempt to set up the system, or confer legality upon 
it, but coolly takes for granted that it is already legal and 
rightful, and needs only protection and regulation. It provides, 
for murder or other offence upon a Slave's person, the same 
penalty as if he were free and white ; for stealing a Slave, with 
intent to deprive the master of " the use and benefit" of him,-— 
whether by carrjdng him away with violence, or by enticing 
him, with such intent, to go, or for aiding or advising therein, or 
for conveying or assisting to convey a Slave beyond the control 
of his master, with intent to aid his escape, or for secreting him 
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from his master, — ^imprisonment, ne t more than ten nor less than 
four years, and a fine, of not more than two thousand, nor less 
than five hundred doUars ; for furnishing a Slave with forged 
free papere, imprisonment not more than five years, nor less than 
six months, and a fine of not more than a thousand, nor less 
than a hundred dollars ; for inducing a Slave to absent himself 
from his master's ser\'ice, or for harboring a Slave so absenting 
himself the same penalty, besides liability to a civil suit for 
damages ; for endeavoring to excite in a Slave a spuit of insur- 
rection, or aiding him in resisting his master, or furnishing him 
any deadly weapon or ammunition, (except temporarily by 
the master, for the lawful defence of the master's person, family, 
or property,) or for trading with a Slave, unless he has a written 
permit fi'om the master specifjdng the articles he may trade in, 
or for furnishing to a Slave a forged permit to trade, — ^imprison- 
ment not less than three months, nor more than three years, and 
a fine of not less than twenty- five, nor more than a thousand 
dollars; for playing with a Slave anj^ game of skill or chance, 
a fine not exceeding a hundi-ed dollars, or imprisonment not 
exceeding three months, or both, at the Court's discretion. It 
provides that any person may take up any runaway Slave, using 
such force as is necessary, and, if no reward has been ofiered, 
shall, on delivery of the Slave to his master, or to the sheriff of 
the county, be entitled to twenty dollars, besides ten cents a 
mile for his travel to and from the place of apprehension. If 
the shefi^ refuse to receive and keep the runaway, he shall be 
fined not less than five hundred dollars, be liable to the owner 
for the Slave's value, and be ineligible for reelection. He must 
advertise the runaway six months, unless an owner sooner 
appears ; and if none then appears, must sell him to the highest 
bidder, after six or seven months' notice of the day of sale, and 
pay the net proceeds to the Tenitorial Treasurer. Any owner 
failing to maintain his Slave, shall be required to give bond for 
his support. The owner of a Slave indicted for felony shall be 
cited to appear and defend the Slave, and if he fail to do so, the 
Gourt is to appoint coi nsel for the Slave, at the owner's expeuse. 
Gruel treatment of a Sieve by his owner shall be punished by 
imprisonment not more than, a year, and fine not more than a 
.thousand dollars. [We may judge the comparative enormity 
of different offences, from the fact that the highest penalty for 
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cruel treatment is, iii imprisonment one-tenth, in fine one-lialf 
the highest, or in imprisonment one-fomth, in fine double the 
lowest penalty for helping a Slave's escape from bondage.] For 
suffering a Slave to hire )iis own time, or employ himself as a 
freeman for more than twenty-four hours at once, the owner 
shall be fined not more than one hundred dollars. Disorderly 
conduct in public, or insolent language or signs to a free white 
person, by a Slave, shall be punished with -Stripes on the bare 
back, not exceeding thirty-nine. Slaves shall be jninished vnth 
stripes, or branding, for crimes of which the Ligal penalty is a 
money-fine. J?"© Slave, or free negro, or mulatto, can testify in 
any court against a free white person ; but they can against each 
other. Marriages between white persons and Slaves, or free 
negroes or mulattoes, are forbidden and declared void, and any 
white person attempting to enter into or procure such maniage, 
shall be imprisoned not more than six months, and fined not 
more than five hundred doUai-s. Emancipation of Slaves is 
totally prohibited. A Slave found off his master's premises 
after sunset and before sunrise, without a 'vVTitten pass, may be 
taken before a justice of the peace by any white person, and 
shall be whipped not more than thirty-nine stripes on the bare 
back, and imprisoned, till the next day, to be released then on 
payment of costs by the owner. A claim to the possession of a 
Slave may be prosecuted by writ of replevin, or by writ of habeas 
corpus. Any person holding as a. Slave a negro or mulatto 
legally free, shall be imprisoned not more than ten nor less than 
five years, and be fined not more than two thousand, nor less 
than five hundred dollars. Such are, in substance, the main 
provisions of the barbarous Slave Code, just enacted by Demo- 
cratic despotism, in a Territory fi-om which distinguished 
politicians used to tell us that the laws of climate and physical 
geogrciphy had effectually excluded Slavery. 

On the borders of the Western Slave States are four tribes 
of Indians, — Cherokees, Choctaws, Chickasaws, and Creeks,-— 
so far advanced in civilization, as to be little, if at all, behind 
their white neighbors. They have regular governments formed 
by themselves, substantially like those of the adjacent States 5 
and under the fostering care of the Federal Government, and 
the religious teaching of Missionaries of the American Boaid, 
have so diligently developed, and are so sedulously guarding, the 
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" patriarchal institution " that the Slaveholders in the States are 
beginuing to think them worthy of full political fellowship. 
Their admission into the Union is already suggested, and it is 
by no means improbable that it will, ere long, be accomplished ; 
the eager desire of the Slave Power to secure so important an 
accession of political strength being likely to overcome, for the 
occasion, the Anglo-Saxon spirit of exclusiveness and pride of 
race. The Southern press begins to argue for the expediency, 
not to say necessity of such a measure. Says the New Orieans 
Picayune, " The progress of civilization in several of the Indian 
tribes west of the States, vail soon bring up a new question for 
the decision of Congfess. *****. These Indian 
States cannot exist as independent goven^msnts, when the 
Caucasian race presses upon them. The people, civilized and 
attached to the soil they have improved, cannot be removed to 
remoter wilds, nor without serious discontents, is it likely the 
United States can subject them to the condition of other Tem- 
torial organizations, by an abrogation of the Constitutions they 
have established for themselves;" thus evidently meaning to 
give the impression that no alternative remains but to admit 
them to the Union. It adds, significantly, " It cannot fail to 
give greater interest to this question, that each of these Indian 
States has adopted the social institutions of the South. The 
Indians are Slaveholders." It will be less strange than many 
thiti^s which have already happened, if before long Slavery 
should have eight Senators and four Representatives in Congress 
from these new Indian States. 



Nhw Deimanb op the Slave Power. 

To secure a footing in all the Territories, present and 
prospective, and to make sure of the whole period of their ter- 
ritorial condition for establishing itself firmly, and gaining power 
to control their organization as States, the Slave Power is now 
urging a new demand. Having triumphed in the last Presiden- 
tial election by means of the pretence of its Northern alUes 
that they were contending for "Popular Sovereignty" and 
"Congressional non-intei-vention " in the Territories, it now 
proposes to make the utmost possible advantage of its victory 
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by repudiating these delusive doctrines, and with characteristic 
audacity insisting that Congress must interve.ie to 2J}'otect Slave 
property in the Territories, whether against hostile, or in defect 
of friendly, territorial legislation. 

Early last fall the Southern press broke ground for tliis 
advan< I'd position. The Richmond (Va.) JEnquirer complains 
that "t ie pr:'?'ent state of Federal legislation is entirely inade- 
quate lor 1 he i'^ ' vougb and eficctual jjrotection of Slave property 
in the Terr'.lo lei." Assuming that under the Dred Scott 
decision "Shi-ery cai;?o, ha 2^'>'ohihited in a Territory," it asks, 
" but hov/ can it be prott^ i? " and adds, " the general regu- 
lations of the Federal code, embL-acing every species of property, 
are altogether inadequate for the security of Slave property. 
Slavery, pecuhar in its natm-e, requires a peculiar adaptation of 
municipal law for its healthy maintenance. ***** 
The Constitution requires that Slave property shall be protected 
in the Territories, and it is the business of Congi-ess to furnish 
this protection directly and immediately. ***** 
Congress must intervene to protect Slavery in the Territories. 
Let us put our shoulder to the wheel, and labor earnestly, faith- 
fully, and prudently for the consumiaation of this constitutional 
necessity." And again: TJiere must be jjositive legislative 
enactment; a civil and criminal code for the protection of /Slave 
p>ro2^erty in the Territories ought to be p>rovided^'' Meanwhile, 
till this is done, it says, " much, if not all, must depend on the 
loyalty and efficiency of the President. He appoints the Terri- 
torial Executive and Judiciaiy. It will be the province of this 
Judiciary to protect Slave property, as far as possible, under the 
laws of the Federal code for the protection of property generally, 
and it will be the business of the Territorial Executive to 
uphold and enforce the authority of the Judiciary. It will be 
the duty of the President to hold both to a zealous performance 
of their several offices. Hence, tlie n&xt Democratic nominee for 
the Presidency shoidd be pledged to the protectioti of /Slave 
property in all the Territories" The Charleston (S. C.) JVeics, 
after affirming that " according to the Kansas-Nebraska bill,- and 
the Dred Scott decision, the Constitution confers upon Slavery 
the right to go" to the Territories, continues, that "it also 
imposes the duty of protecting that right, and this cannot be 
done without positive Pro-Slavery legislation, and a Fedicrai. 
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Slave CoBE FOE TBTE Teeeitokies." The WasMngton Umon 
quotes approvingly the Richmor.d Enquirer's declaration that 
"Virginia holds that Congrefis . has the right, ana. is in duty 
bound, to protect Slaverj^ in. the Territories, until the 
people of a Territory, T^hen or* the eve of forming a State 
government, may decide the question finally for the future State. 
***** This question will have to be met, and the South 
•will demand her constitutional rights, and will demand the 
legislation necessary to render valid the rights so amply recog- 
nized by the [Democratic] party, the country, Congress, the 
Supreme Court, and the Constitution. * » * * * There 
is no power to coerce a Temtorial Legislature to do its consti- 
tutional duty, and Congress must supply th£ legislation withh£ld 
by the derelict Tenitory." Nor is it in the South only that this 
monstrous doctrine finds advocates. The New York Day-Booky 
one of the most zealous organs of the Sham Democracy, says 
that " if the people .of a Territory, while they are a Territory., 
fail to protect prpperty invested in the person of a negro, they 
grossly violate equal rights, (!!!) and therefore are not author- 
ize^ to consider t/iemselves Democrats. The whole question is 
resolved ■ into this simple right or no right to protection to 
Slave property in the Federal Territories, and as the Charleston 
News suggests, it must constitute the issue of 1860." The 
question was debated at much length in the United States 
Senate, during the last week of February, and at least two 
Northern Senators ; Gwiisr, of California, and Biglbe, of Penn- 
sylvania, went with Almost the whole body from the South, 
for Congressional protection to Slavery in the Tendtories. 

This is all which it is thought expedient to demand just now ; 
though it is hard to see why, on any legal or moral gi-ound, the 
claim should stop here, if the arguments used to urge it so far 
are sound. If Slaves are property, by the Constitution, what 
right has a State, more than a Territory, to infringe the consti- 
tutional right to hold them as such ? And he has read to little 
purpose — if a,t all — the history of the steady progress of the 
SlaVe Power, froni aggression to aggression, from encroachment 
to encroachment, who believes that it wiY^ stop here, if its present 
claim is conceded. The next demand will most likely be, that 
the Federal Government shall protect Slavery in every State 
into which any Slaveholder may choose to cairy it. As an 
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entering v/edge for that demand, it is now pressing its claim for 
such a decision of the well-known Lemmox case as will affirm; 
the right to hold Slaves in transit across any State, Slave or 
Free ; confidently expecting, and not without reason, that, as 
soon as the ease can be brought before the Supreme Court of the 
United States, the Slaveholding and Pro-Slavery judges who 
control that tribunal, will promptly give the desired decision. 
But to reach that point, the -case has yet to go through the New 
York State Court of Apjjeals, which shows no disposition to 
hasten its progress. About the middle of last June it came up 
in that Court, on application of the Slaveholdei-'s counsel, for 
the hearing of it as a prefeiTcd cause. The Court held, however, 
that it was not entitled to be heard out of its order on the 
calendar ; thinking probably that in no event could haiTn come 
of its waiting its turn ; since if the decision of the Court below, 
which had done substantial justice in the matter, is to be finally 
confirmed, doing it earlier or later will make no material differ- 
ence ; but if it is to be i-eversed, the later such a triumph of 
tjijustice is achieved, the better. The case has therefore to take 
its regular course, and is not expected to be heard in the highest 
State Court before next year. 



The Foreign Slave Teade. 



While diligently striving to enlarge its fields, the Slave Power 
is mindful also of its need of a corresponding increase in the 
number of its human working tools. The reopening of the 
Afi'ican Slave Trade, in order to meet this want, continues to be 
urged at the South, and seems to be growing in favor with the 
people of what may be called the Slave consuming States. 

The Southern Commercial Convention, which closed its ses- 
sion at Montgomery (Ala.) on the 14th of last 3fay, spent much 
of its time in discussing the subject. Two reports laid before 
it, — one by Mr. Speatt, of South Carolina, proposing a revival 
of the Slave Trade, the other by Mr. Yancey, of Alabama, 
merely advocating the repeal of all laws which forbid it, — were 
ordered to be printed, and the whole matter was reserved to be 
considered by the next Convention, to be held at Vicksburgh, 
(Miss.) in May, 1859. As so pious a work ought not to lack a 



38 



E3P0ET. 



religious sanction, a writer in the Vicksburgh True Southron 
proposes that " the Convention raise a ftind to be dispensed ia 
premiums for the best sermons in favor of reopening the 
African Slave Trade." By all means ! The Southern pulpit 
having already demonstrated to the abundant satisfaction of its 
hearers, that the system which robs millions at home of man- 
hood and all its rights is a divine institution, a blessing to the 
robber and the robbed, the country and the world, let it be 
encouraged to go on to the legitimate conclusion of its prem- 
ises, and prove from reason and revelation chat the piracy which 
prowls upon the seas, to pander to the rol bery which plunders 
upon land, is equally beneficent and laudable therewith; a 
compendious practice of all the virtues; at once patriotic, 
philanthropic, and Christian ; enriching our own country with 
labor which costs little purchase money at first, and no wages 
aftei-ward; bestowhig on the poor barbarians the benign and 
civilizing influence of hard work and coarse fare, the lash and 
the branding iron ; and propagating the gospel, not by sending 
missionaries and bibles to the heathen, but by bringing the 
heathen from a land without the bible to a country which has 
it, but forbids their learning to read it. Let it be shown that 
gain is godliness, and that they who seek first to gi-ow rich by 
the profits of man-stealing, shall have the kingdom of God and 
His righteousness added unto them. If the task is somewhat 
difficult, let the offered reward be proportionately hbcral, and no 
doubt there will be enough of eager competition for it. 

To show which way the current of feeling on this subject is 
setting at tht South, the SoutJiern Citizm last fall exultingly 
announced that " Johk J. McRae has bef.n triumphantly elected 
to Congress from Mississippi,-— has even to a wonderful extent 
harmonized parties, and all by his straightforward advocacy of 
the Slave Trade with Afiica. In one county, where the people 
were almost all his political opponents, he had nearly every 
vote," A Charleston correspondent of the same paper says that 
" in South Carolina, Mr. Spk att " — mentioned above as advo- 
cating the revival of the African Slave Trade — "has been 
elected to the State Legislature by a very large majority ; and 
Mr. Pettigrew," author of a minority report to the preceding 
Le^slature, opposing that measure, "has failed of his election." 
The Citizen adds, " this cause of ' the traffic in human flesh ' 
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advances, and will advance." We learn also from the South 
Carolinian^ a leading organ of the ruling party in the State, 
that before the election the candidates for the Legislature were 
asked — among other questions designed to test their allegiance 
to Slavery — "Are you in favor of re6j)ening the African Slave 
Trade ? " 

De JBouo's Jieview, m its last October number, has even the 
effrontery to recommend not only " the opening of the Slave 
Trade," but also, in connection therewith, " the introduction of 
our peculiar institution into the Western States and Territo- 
ries," as " the most effectual means of giving perpetuity " to the 
Union. " By this," it continues, " we will construct a homoge- 
neous system of labor, and thus that community of sentiment 
will be reestabhshed, %vitliout which the Constitution is a rope 
of sand, and the Union a shalloAv mockery." 

A correspondent of the Ncav York Times, writing from the 
South, in November last, speaks of being informed "that a 
League exists in the Southern States, one of whose aims is to 
augment the supply of negro labor in the planting States ; " and 
that it claims for the States " a perfect right to legalize and reg- 
ulate an African Free Apprentice system," Avhich " Congress has 
no power to prohibit." It is now " opei-ating upon the State of 
Mississippi, to secure the enactment of a law under which to 
carry out immediately a system of African apprenticeship, or 
' the Slave Trade in disguise.' " Early last summer a fii-m in 
Charleston, (S. C.) applied for a clearance to a vessel bound for 
the coast of Africa, " for the purpose of taking on board Afri- 
can emigrants, in accordance with the United States Passenger 
Law, and of returning with the same to some i30i"t in the United 
States ; " and proposed, in writing, that if the clearance should 
be granted and the vessel be tlius protected in taking in her 
cargo on the African coast, the landing should be at New Or- 
leans, for the express purpose of testing, before the Courts of 
the United States, the legality of the proceeding. The Collec- 
tor of the port referred the application to the Secretary of the 
Treasury, who refused to sanction it, on the ground that to 
bring in Africans to be held as Slaves is forbidden by Congress ; 
and to bring them as Freemen is forbidden by all the Slave 
States and some of the Free, and is desired by none. This re- 
frisal was sharply criticised in the Charleston papers, by a Mr. 
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Lamab, who stoutly affirmed that the ship was entitled to the 
clearance asked for, and that the Secretary had no right to pre- 
sume an intent to violate the law. 

The Constitution of Georgia, adopted in 1791, before the 
manifold excellences of Slavery were discovered, forbids the 
importation of Slaves into that State " from Africa or any other 
foreign , place." Early last winter a bill was brought into the 
Legislature, to piwide for the striking out of this prohibition, 
and was defeated by a majority of only one — 47 to 46. In 
urging its passage, a Mr. Atkinsok argued that, " if we [of the 
South] first purge our Constitutions and laws of these Abolition 
Tieresies, Ave can then consistently ask the North to believe with 
us ; but while we acknowledge the evil of Slavery by prohibit- 
ing it from our shores, can we expect them to call it anything 
but sin ? * * * * * The fire of fanaticisn>. is coming down 
upon us ; to resist it successfully, we must put on the panoply 
of law, and arm ourselves at every pomt. This wo cannot do 
while we acknowledge that the means by which we acquired it 
ought to be prohibited." Mr. Atkixsox's logic is much better 
than hijs morality. There is certainly no escape from the con- 
clusion it leads to, that if the Foreign Slave Trade is wrong, 
Slaveholding is not right. The title acquived by purchase is 
only such as the seller has to give ; this being utterly invalid, its 
flaws can be no way mended by any number of transfers. It is, 
therefore, strictly true that laws against the Slave Trade imply 
a condemnation of Slavery. And so they were doubtless un- 
derstood at the time of their enactment, being then regarded 
as preliminary steps to the abolition of the Slave system itself. 
Of course, they are sadly out of keeping with that new policy 
which looks to the perpetuation of the system. 

A manifesto, published last winter by the " League of United 
Southerners of the City and County of Montgomery," (Ala.) 
calls the abolition of the Foreign Slave Trade a concession to the 
aggressive demands of Northern fanaticism ; and insists on " the 
necessity of sustaining Slavery not only where its existence is 
put directly in issue, but where it is remotely concerned." In 
the Senate of Arkansas, on the 19th of November last, an at- 
tempt to instruct the Senators in Congress from that State, and 
to request the Representatives, to use their influence against 
the reopening of the Afiican Slave Trade, was defeated by a vote 
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of 20 to 2. In the Legislature of Louisiana a bill was intro- 
duced in tlie lower House, and rcfcn-ed to the Committee on 
Federal Relations, declaring that " the Federal Government has 
Jio power to prohibit the buying of negro SlaA'es* by citizens of 
this State," and that their right to buy such jiroperty in any 
mai'ket has never been alienated ; and authorizing any citizen, 
or association of citizens, of Louisiana, to purchase Slaves in 
Africa, Cuba, and Brazil, and bring them to and hold them in 
tlie State, subject however to payment of duties on importa- 
tion, like " other foreign property." The bill v/as rejected, but 
nearly one-third of the votes wei-e in its flivor. A letter fi-om 
a resident in Texas, published a few weeks ago in the Ncav 
York &pres.% siiyn, "I wish the Slave Trade was reopened. 
* * * * * It is the very tiling that Texas wants. We could 
use half a million of the black rascals profitably to work to- 
morrow. ***** A few ai-e smuggled in occasionally. 
Six hundred have been landed on the coast within the last few 
weeks, and more are on the -n^av." A letter dated " St. Auffus- 
tine, (Fla.) March 5th, 1859," attests a growing demand for 
cheap Slaves in Florida, Georgia, and the Carolinas; alludes to 
rumors of the landing of cargoes of Slaves on the Gulf coast of 
Florida, and of more coming ; speaks of several vessels " known 
to be engaged in the business ; " and adds, that " if the Slave 
Trade is not in reality reopened at this time, the indications are 
that it soon will be." .1. R. Giddixgs, writing from Washing- 
ton, states that " an ex-member of Congress, lately returned 
from a torn* in Georgia and Alabama, says that the masses of 
t<(e people in those States are detennined to import Slaves, and 
openly defy the Federal Government to enforce the laws against 
the Slave Trade." To show the*audacity with which these laws 
are defied, we have it from the SaA^annah Georgian, that last 
summer the Exectitive Committee of an Agricultural Society in 
Georgia, meeting in Savannah, " unanimously resolved to offer a 
premium of S25 for the best specimen of a live African imjjorted 
into the United States within the last twelve months, — to be 
exhibited at the next meeting of the Society." And in the En- 
terprise (Miss.) Weekly iVeios, of April 14th, William S. Pkice, 
Sen., and seventeen others, in a notice, dated April 10th, 1859, 
announce "to ShipoAvnors and Masters of o\ir Mercantile Ma- 
rine," that they " will pay three hundred dollars per head for 
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one thousand native Africans, between the ages of fourteen and 
twenty years, (of sexes equal,) likely, sound, and healthy, to be 
delivered within twelve months fi-oni this date, at some point 
accessible by , land, between Pensacola, Fla., and Galveston, Tex- 
as ; the contractoi's giving thirty days' notice as to time and 
place of delivery;" — or they "will pay fifty dollars extra, if de- 
livered at Enterprise, Clark County, Miss." To prove their 
trustworthiness, they refer to several mercantile houses in Mobile, 
Ahi. They " profess to be law-abiding citizens," but believe the 
act unconstitutional " which interdicts the Slave Trade," and " es- 
teem it a duty to extend the pri\ilege of becoming semi-civil- 
ized,; by the American institution of domestic Slavery, to others 
of Africa's degraded race." 

Daniel Lee, editor of the Soxithern Cultivator, and Professor 
of Agricultural Chemistry in the University of Georgia, writing 
to the Georgia ConstitiiUonalist^ in February last, refers to " the 
fact that the Soiith has now nearly seven hundred thousand 
square miles of unimproved land, and mines of vast extent and 
inestimable value, which require human labor alone to render 
both exceedingly productive ; " affirms that "fully to meet the 
miiiei'al requirements of the South will demand the labor of a 
million of men in the next twenty years ; " and, in view of these 
facts, thinks it " providential that there is so much unemployed 
power in human muscles in western Africa," which " may be 
had at from ten to fifteen dollars as its exists in each person." 
He wishes the South "to take a million of men and women now 
worthless in Africa, and make their labor so productive as to 
cause the now unproductive Southern mines to pay a good 
interest on a thousand million dollars, and the muscles of these 
savages to pay a fair interest on a thousand or five hundred dol- 
lars each." He estimates that their work, in one year, " will re- 
fund the money paid for them and the cost of brmging them" 
over, and that " they will then be worth, at five hundred dollars a 
headj five hundred„miilion dollars to the South, as an endming, 
everliving, and reproducing industrial power." Moreover, " under 
the three-fifths representation in Congress, they will give the 
South six new Representatives," and will create such a demand 
for farmers, mechanics, professional men, &c. by their labor as 
miners, as to bring in a million immigi-ants from Europe to 
the South, mth a gain of " ten more Representatives in Con- 
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gress." He argues tliat to extend, its imi^rovemeiits already be- 
gun, "to consolidate its strength and ]iarmoniz;e all interests, 
the South must draw equally on Europe and Anica for living 
men and women ; " that to admit " all immigrants' from Europe " 
and none "from the parent land of the negro, is to discriminate 
against the labor of the latter Avitliout any good reason ; " and 
that the moi-al right "to bring negroes from the valley of the 
'Niger " to till the land, is the same as to bring " Germans from 
their fatherland" to doit. Bringing Africans to this country 
as Slaves, lie calls by the pleasant name of " aiding these feeble 
people to vindicate their .jnanhood ; " and says " the fulness of 
time has arrived when it is practicable to improve at once men 
of the type of Washixgton, Hamlto]S", Jefeersox, Clixton, 
Marshall, and LivurGSTON", and the most degraded savages, 
with great advantage to the world at large. I trace the grow- 
ing demand for negro muscles, bones, and brains, to the good 
pi'ovidence of God," How beautiful is piety, especially in learn- 
ed Professors and sagacious Political Economists ! 

The JVational Era, favorably situated for observing the direc- 
tion of Southern sentiment, said, about the middle of last March, 
"there can be no doubt that the idea of reviving the African 
Slave Trade is gaining ground in the South. Some two months 
ago we could quote strong articles from ultra Southern journals 
against the traffic ; but of late we have been sorry to observe in 
the same journals an ominous silence upon the subject, while the 
advocates of 'free trade in negroes' are earnest and active." 
And, we may add, they seem to be largely represented in Con- 
gress, judging from the tone of the debates when, several times 
last mntei', that theme was touched. 

Mr. DowDELL, of Alabama, spoke of "the reopening of the 
Slave Trade," as " a matter properly belonging to the sovereign 
States Avhose hidustrial policy is to bo affected by it;" and 
declared the laws " highly offensive in defining " that trade as 
" piracy," and in attaching the death penalty to an act not neces- 
sarily immoral. Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, was " opposed to all 
these laws on our statute book, in relation to the Slave Trade." 
Mr. Seward, of Georgia, looked upon them " as mischievous, 
wrong, and a violation of the Constitution," and wished them 
repealed, " and the matter left to be settled by the States." Mr. 
Barksdalb, of Mississippi, " endorsed the speech " of Mr. Sew- 
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AED. Mr. Cratntfoed, of Georgia, said that " unless the war 
upon Slavery is stopped, fifteen years will witness the trade open 
for the South and our then Mexican possessions reaching to 
Guatemala certainly, and probably further south." Mr. Mjles, of 
South Carolina, was " ^vith all his mind and strength " for " sweep- 
ing away laws which stamp the people of his section as pirates, 
and put a stigma on their institutions." Mr. Iveitt, of South Car- 
olina, " would repeal the law declaring the Slave Trade piracy, 
and withdraw our Slave squadron from the coast of Africa." 
Senator Brow:n", of Mississippi, " would repeal the law instantly, 
as not based on the Constitution ; " and both he and Senator 
Mason, of Virginia, contended that humanity required the 
keeping of the rescued captives of the Slaver "Echo" in this 
country as Slaves. Twenty-eight Southenj Representatives 
voted against an appropriation to pay the cost of sending back 
those captives to their native land, and forty-five (with one from 
Illinois,) against an appropriation for their support and edr.ca- 
tion during one year after their arrival in Africa. While the 
bill containing it was before the Committee of the whole House, 
Mr. Sewaed, of Geoi-gia, moved, on the 26tli of January, an 
amendment, repealing all laws against the Slave Trade, and 
expressly leaving "with each of the States the policy of 
restricting" that traffic ; but the motion was decided to be out 
of order. On the 23d of December, Mi". Houston', of Alabama, 
refused the necessary unanimous consent tt> the submission by 
Mr. Blaie, of Missouri, of a resolution instructing the Judiciajy 
Committee "to report a bill more effectually to prevent the 
Slave Trade under the guise of 'y^oolie Trade,' or 'Apprentices,' 
or 'African Labor Importation Companies,' or in any other guise : " 
Mr. Gaenett gave a like refusal to Mr. Kilgoee, of Indiana, 
asking leave to offer a resolution calling on the President for 
any "information received by him in regard to « recent impor- 
tation of Slaves from Afrioa into Georgia ;" and Mr. Sa^^dibge, 
of Louisiana, introduced J^^resolution ( which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations,) to abrogate the article of the 
Aflhburton Treaty, requiring a squadron to be kept on the 
African coast for the suppression of the Slaye Trade. On the 
31st of January, Mr. Kilgoee moved a suspension of the rules, 
that he might offer a preamble and i:esolutions, which refer to 
recent demandsibr a revival of the Foreign Slave Trade, recent 
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clenuuciations of the laws prohibiting it, and recent demonstra- 
tions of a purpose to defy and vioiate them ; affirm the power 
of Congress to forbid the traffic ; declare that no legislation can 
be too thorough, nor any penalty in modem codes too severe 
against it ; that the laws in force against it are founded on the 
broadest principles of philanthropy and religion, and should not 
be changed, unless to make them more efficient; that they 
should be fol'.nfuUy executed by the Government, and respected 
by all good citizens; and that the Executive should be sustained 
and commended lor any pro])er elfort to enforce them, and pun- 
ish those who violate them. The motion — needing two-thirds 
to carry it — was defeated by 84 nays to 115 yeas. Only five 
yeas were from the Slave States ; three from Maryland, and two 
from Iforth Carolina and Kentucky. Fifteen nays were from 
the North. 

The demonstrations alluded to, of an intent to violate and 
defy the laws against the Slave Trade, might well demand leg- 
islative notice, whether for their number, or for the unwonted 
boldness of some of them. To name them all would make the 
list too long for our space. Not only have American capital, 
and skill, and enterprise, as heretofore, been largely invested in 
carrying on the traffic to other countries, but in one instance, 
certainly, the human cargo has been brought to this ; and the 
arrival, landing, and distribution of it have been paraded by a 
portion of the Southern press, in ostentatious contempt of the 
law and its ministers. 

■ About the first of December last, the yacht Wanderer, 
(Avhich, after a temporary detention in New York, last June, on 
suspicion of being destined for the Slave Trade, was released 
for want of proof satisfactory to the cautious authorities,) came 
in from the African coast, and landed several hundred Slaves, 
near Brunswick, Georgia ; Avhence they were speedily distrib- 
uted in that and other States. The Augusta Chronicle^ of De- 
cember 16th, (opposed to the traffic,) says that " about 270 of the 
cargo are now on a plantation in South Carolina, two or three 
miles below this city, on the Savannah river, and we suppose 
will soon be oflEered for sale. ***** The success of this 
entei-prise by the owners of the Wanderer establishes the fact 
that if the Southern people intend to suppress this traffic they 
must rely \ipon themselves. The coast of the Slaveholding 



46 



EEPORT. 



States is so extensive that the entire navy of the United States 
cannot maintain the law inviolable." The Augusta Despatch 
says, "we learn on good authority, that the cargo consisted of 
420. ***** Citizens of our city are probably interested 
in the enterj)rise. It is hinted that tliis is the third, cargo landed 
by the same company, during the last six months. ***** 
One of our citizens has bought from the lot, a stout boy, about 
fourteen yeara old, for $250." To show " what practical good 
can result from the agitation of the revival of the Slave Trade, 
we point to this cargo of sturdy laborers, delivered from the 
darlaiess and barbarism of Africa, to be elevated and Christian- 
ized on our soU ; " and " to the price paid for this son of the 
jungles, compared with the exorbitant prices paid for less valu- 
able negroes here; and we claim that these results are the 
beginning of the blessings to floAv in upon the South " from that 
agitation. " This trade may be called piracy, by a false con- 
struction of a foolish law, but the day will come when the South 
will make it the right arm of her legitimate commerce." A 
writer in the Edgefield (S. C.) Advertiser makes " an authorized 
announcement that the Slaves brought by the Wanderer have 
been landed in Edgefield District, and most of them are now 
within its confines. This act has been done by a combination of 
many of the first families in Georgia and South Carolina, from 
purely patriotic motives." A correspondent of the New York 
Times, writes from Montgomery, (Ala.) on December 24th, that 
he has "just seen the negroes brought from Africa by Capt. 
CoBKiE," of the Wandei'er. " They are real Congo negroes. 
They came here from Macon, Ga. ***** go far as a 
successful landuig of a cargo of native Africans on our Southern 
coast can eflfect that result, the African Slave Trade has actually 
been reopened." The Atlanta (Ga.) Intelligencer states that 
" forty negi'oes said to be direct from Africa," and believed to 
be part of the Wanderer's cargo, passed through Atlanta by 
railroad, going West, on the 23d of December. A little later, 
a despatch from Savannah says that " scores have been trans- 
ported by raih'oads and steamers throughout the South." The 
Vicksburg (Miss.) Sun speaks of two of them as "smuggled 
into Mississippi," and living "on a plantation bordering on the 
Mississippi Central Railroad, between Canton and Durant." 
Other . papers, in different parts of the South, mention parties of 
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tbera as having been in their respective neighborhoods. "With 
all this pubUcity as to where they were, we hear of no earnest 
efibrt of the Government to get possession of the captives, and 
restore them to freedom and home. One of them was " arrest- 
ed" on the coast, a few days after the landing, but was soon 
after " abducted " at night from the place v/here he had been 
put for safe keeping ; no pains having been taken to guard him 
securely, though the Mai'shal had been warned of a probable 
attempt at abduction. Two others were taken in Macon, and 
sent to Savannah, where they were kept several weeks in jail, 
and then given up by a Justice of the Peace, to C. A. L. Lamar, 
(the openly avowed owner of the Wanderer,) who claimed them 
as his pro])erty, supporting his claim by proof that they had been 
seen in his possession. This, it seems, is, by Georgia law, pre- 
sumptive proof of good title to black men. The United States 
Attorney and the Marshal had notice of the proceedings but 
declined to interfere, the latter expressly disclaiming any right 
to detain the Africans. A Deputy Marshal, in Telfair County, 
arrested thirty-six on their way to Alabama in charge of one or 
two men, put them in the county jail, and reported to the 
Marshal, at Savannah, what he had done. The Marshal replied 
that he "had telegraphed and wiitten to the authorities at 
Washington, and had received no answer respecting the Africans 
known to be in the countiy, and his advice was to turn them 
loose and let them go on theii* way." The- Deputy did so ; the 
persons from Avhom they had been taken, resumed the charge of 
them, and pursued their journey. A few weeks after this, some 
persons from Worth County, who had assisted in the arrest, 
having visited Savannah, Lamar made oath, before a Justice of 
the Peace, that they had stolen from him certain negi-oes of the 
value of at least $2000; whereupon they wei'e arrested and 
bound over for trial at the October Term of the Worth Sujie- 
rior Court, on a charge of larceny. 

We do not hear of even an nttemjit to secure any of the 
remaining hundreds of the imported Africans, and the whole 
cargo seems now to have sxmk into the mass of the Slave 
population and disappeared. 

On the first public knowledge of the Wanderer's amval, three 
of her crew were an-ested, and, after examination, bound over to 
answer at the next term of the United States District Court, in 
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Savannah. Six "weeks later, the captain surrentlered liimself to 
the United States Marshal, in Charleston, S. C, and was held to 
bail in. $5000. Indictments were found against him in Savan- 
nah, but warrants for his arrest Avere refused hy the Judge of 
the South Carolina District, on the ground that, having been 
bound over to appear in that District, it was there he ought to 
be indicted. As yet we have heard of no fxirther proceedings 
in these cases. 

The vessel was condemned as a Slaver, and sold at auction, 
on the 12th of March, but to Laisimr himself, and, it is said, 
for less than a quarter of its value. He claimed it as his pro- 
perty, unjustly taken from him; and appealed to the crowd 
not to bid against him. Very few did so ; only one, it seems, 
to any considerable amount ; and him he knocked down, amid 
general applause. It is affirmed that " the Marshal seemed to 
favor Laimar, not dwelling an instant" after his last bid. Thus, 
instead of promptly taking measures to hold him to account for 
the piracy in which his own repeated ])^^blic avowals prove him 
to have been the real principal, the Government restored to him, 
with a legal title, and at a price little more than nominal, the 
forfeited instrument of its pei*]3etration ; very probably to be 
used in repeating the crime. He has since, however, been in- 
dicted, for aiding and abetting in the Slave Trade, and for having 
in his jiossession, and for claiming, AMcans recently imiJorted; 
but, as a Savannah jury wiU try him, he is in little danger of 
conviction. 

Two parties of the newly imported Africans having been 
brought to Mobile, J udge CAsrPBELL, of the United States Circuit 
Court for the Southern District of Alabama, took occasion from 
that fact, in charging' the Grand Jury, at Mobile, on the 12th 
of April, to expound very distinctly the law concerning the 
Slave Trade; denouncing in emphatic temis the "piratical 
eiSbrts lately made to make Slaves of Africans, in despite of 
the treaties and laws of the United States ; " and " invoking the 
active and diligent efforts of the Grand Jury to bring the 
malefactors to justice." "We do not yet hear of any remarkably 
" diligent efforts " to that end. But the news may not have had 
time to reach us. 

The "Washington Union^ commenting on this case of the 
Wanderer, talks of " the moral tuiintude of the crime," calls it 
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" an act of pii-acy as sordid and wanton as ever disgraced the 
times of the buccaneers ; " but says, " as a mere question ofphi- 
ianthropy to the negro, the persons who have recently brought 
a cargo of Africans from Guinea, and^ianded them in Georgia, 
may Inive done a beneficial icorl-^ j*j.ssuniing that the facts 
show it to have been "in accordance Avitli pubhc opinion" in 
Georgia, it says, " the Federal tribunals stand a poor chance of 
honestly executing the laws, in a community ".vho not only wink 
at the crime committed, but aid the criminal in rendering" it 
" profitable and safe. * * * * * If the people of Georgia 
are determined to import Slaves and make Slaves, the Federal 
authorities will be confined, in their efforts to suppress the traffic, 
wholly to the high seas, wliere theii* jurisdiction is complete." 
WhcLliO'" this is meant as a semi-official hint froin the Govern- 
ment to the patriotic reopeners of the Slave Trade, that hereaf- 
ter if they are only dexterous or lucky enough to evade capture 
at sea, and land their cargoes, its officers will not molest them, 
we leave for those to say who better miderstand the rela- 
tions of the Govenunent to the Union. 

There is reason to apprehend that the Wanderer's cargo is 
not the only one of the kind, brought into the South within the 
year. Kumors of such importations, at difierent times and 
places,, have been current; not always Avithout an air of strong 
probability. Early in March, the bark E. A. Rawlins, said to 
belong to the owner of the Wanderer, was seized, in the Bay of 
St. Joseph, an unfrequented place on the coast of Florida, undei* 
circumstances which left scarce a doubt that she had either just 
discharged a cargo of Slaves, or was preparing to sail for one. 
A Florida paper says, " she was higher up in St. Joseph Bay 
than any square-rigged vessel over was before, and if slic had 
Slaves aboard, had had time and oj^portunity to run them clear of 
all prying person s." Another vessel was reported, a little later, to 
be landing Slaves near Mobile. A letter from Jacksonville, 
(Fla.) about the middle of February, states that a bark left that 
place for Africa a few weeks before, to take in a cargo of Slaves 
for Florida aiid Georgia. 

Of American vessels engaged in the traffic between Africa 
and Cuba, the number is indefinitely large. One of these, the 
Haidee, of New York, after landing her cargo of about 900 
Slaves, at Cardenas, sailed northward in charge of the first 
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mate, who scuttled and sunk her off Block Island, about the 
middle of September; he and his crew going ashore in the boats, 
some to Long Island and some to Connecticut. The mate and 
part of the crew were ajioitly after an-ested by the United 
States Marshal for New York-, and lodged in jail to await exami- 
nation. On the 21st of August, the brig Echo, of New Orleans, 
with 314 Slaves on board, was captured by the United States 
brig Dolphin, on the northern coast of Cuba, and sent into 
Charleston, where her arrival on the evening of the 27th created 
intense excitement. Such an event was never kno^ni before. 
In all the fifty years since the Foreign Slave Trade was prohib- 
ited by the nation's law, in the nearly forty years since it was 
branded as piracj', notorious as it has long been that American 
vessels were largely engaged in it, and zealous as the Govern- 
ment has claimed to be for its suppression, this, we believe, is 
the only case in which a Slaver with Slaves on board, has been 
taken by an American cruiser, or sent as a prize into an Ameri- 
can port. N ot Charleston only, but, as the news spread, the 
whole South, seemed full of the new theme. The question was 
at once started and wannly discussed, " what shall be done with 
these negroes ? " True, the law had already provided Us answer 
to the question, by requiring that all Slaves thus captm*ed should 
be sent out of the country ; but this was by no means conclu- 
sive with the questioners. "Why should we send them back? " 
asked a correspondent of the Charleston Courier.) the morning 
after their arrival. " They are wanted everywhere ; our j^lant- 
ers, our mechanics, our railroads want them ; our waste lands 
are in want of them. There is no reason why we should send 
them back, but that it is agreeable to another section of the 
Union to look with disgust on our institutions. ***** 
When these negroes shall be taken fi-om the port of Charleston, 
(except it be to take them elsewhere in a Slave State,) it will 
be a brand upon our institutions that should fire the heart of 
every man who loves his country." A writer in the Charleston 
Mercury " shudders at the thought of their re-shipment to Africa, 
with all the attendant horrors of the middle passage, to say 
nothing of the enonnous expense necessary to carry out so hor- 
rible a scheme." The Richmond Enquirer., also, argues stoutly 
for keeping and enslaving them. " To return them to Africa," 
it says, " is of very doubtful humanity to the negroes. To lib- 
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erate them in South Carolina, and make free negro barbarians, 
is certainly out of the question. But one other solution remains, 
and that is to select masters for them, and make useful laborers 
of the now ignorant barbarians. What better could be done 
for them, noxo th.it they are here? We would not for one 
moment countenance the opening of \\vKi African Slave Trade. 
But an experiment may be made out of the ' Echo ' cargo, that 
will be of great service in solving the practical usefulness of 
African missions. ***** Lot upright and high-minded 
men be selected for their masters, and by their reports let mis- 
sions to Afi-ica be fully tested." 

So eager were the good peojjle of Charleston to reaUise this 
brilliant and benevolen.t idea of turning the poor " barbarians " 
into chattels and working tools, in order to civilize and Christ- 
ianize them, and at the same time supply so many and diverse 
" wants " of the South, that they could not oven wait for Sunday 
to go by, before commencing the praiseworthy task. The vessel 
had come in on Friday evening. Saturday, of course, could 
only give the kind souls time to gather up' their -snts, and thinlc 
what should be done. So by Sunday morning they were ready 
to act ; the urgency of the case, and the merit of the deed, no 
doubt dispelling any scruples about Sabbath-brealdng which 
might disturb the consciences of so godly a community. 
Accordingly, that morning, several philanthropic patriots called 
upon the Sherift* of the District of Charleston, and with due 
legal formality set forth that a large number of free persons of 
color had, been brought within his bailiwick, contrary to the 
South Carolina Statutes. Thereupon, the Sheriff sought legal 
advice, both of his own solicitor, and of the acting Attorney 
General of the State. The former told him he was bound to 
take the negroes into custody. The latter, in an elaborate writ- 
ten opinion, held that the case did not come within the scope of 
the State law, and that the negroes, being lodged in Castle 
Pinctoiey, a fort of the United States, were not within the 
State's jurisdiction. The Sheriff, as other men have done when 
their counsellors differed, acted on the advice which suited his 
own feelings, and forthwith sent to the United States Marshal 
a copy of his solicitor's opmion, and a demand for the negroes. 
The Marshal turned over both to the United States District 
Attorney, who answered the former with a copy of the acting 
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Attorney General's opinion, and the latter with a refusal. Castle 
Pinckney bemg too near the Charleston wharves for entire 
security if the Sheriff should attempt to enforce his demand, the 
negroes ^vere removed to Fort Sumpter, several miles down the 
harbor., where they remained till arrangements were completed 
for sending them to Liberia, by the Steamship Niagara. About 
the middle of September the President concluded a contract 
■with the American Colonization Society, by which the latter 
agreed to svtpport and instruct them one year for $150 each. 
On the 21st they left Fort Sumpter, and were landed at Mon- 
YOYin on the 30th of October, whence they have since been 
distributed along the coast, and placed under teachers for moral 
and intellectual training. Of the 455 with whom the Echo left 
the African coast early in July, but a little more than 200 
returned to it in October. On the way to Cuba 141 died, and 
about 100 on the American coast, at Charleston, and on the 
return voyage. 

The crew of the Slaver were sent to Charleston and impris- 
oned there, to await examinatlo t. The Captain — Townsend 
— was taken on board the Dolphin to Boston, and examined 
there, but was sent to Key West for trial, on the ground that 
the Dolphin had touched there, on her way northward, and that 
crimes committed on the high seas must be tried in the District 
into which the offender is first brought. We do not learn that he 
has yet been tried. The crew were examined on the IStli of 
September, and committed for ti-ial at Columbia, in November. 
When the time for trial came, the Grand Jury refused to indict 
them, and their counsel labored earnestly to have them dis- 
charged ; but the Court remanded them to jail to await the 
action of another Grand Jury, at the April Term, to be held in. 
Charleston. On the 7th of April a true bill was found against 
them, but the trial ended in their prompt acquittal. Their 
counsel argued that the jury had a right to judge of the law, 
and that the act under which they were indicted is unconstitu- 
tional; that the term "piracy," as used in the Constitution, 
applies only to robbery on the high seas, and so gives Congress 
no power to declare Slave Trading to be piracy. Probably on 
this ground the Jury acquitted. 

The capture of the Echo, and the judicial proceedings to 
which it led, brought the subject of the Slave Trade before the 
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South Carolina Senate, Tvliich was in session while the crew 
were awaiting trial Senator Maztck Introduced resolutions to 
the effect that the Federal Constitution gives Congress no power 
to regulate commerce among Foreign nations, "therefore all 
acts purporting to prohibit the Slave Trade between Foreign 
countries, are unconstitutional and have no force ; " and that 
" the act of Congress declaring the Slave Trade to be piracy, as 
it purports to convert into piracy what is not so in the nature 
of things, and in the sense of the Constitution, is unconstitu- 
tional, null, and void." In a speech supi">orting the resolutions, 
he said — and truly, we think — "if Congress had the power to 
make the Slave Trade between Africa and Cuba piracy, it would 
have the same power to make the same trade piracy when car- 
ried on between Louisiana and Virginia, by way of the sea." 
He went farthei', and showed the Slaveholder's confusion of broad 
moral distinctions, by contending that " the exercise of this 
power implies the right to declare the trade in cotton over the 
high seas an act of i)iracy," or to convert :my act done on the 
high seas, into that crime. For "we Iiave a right" he said, "to 
consider the Slave Trade as innocent and le^timate as any 
other trade." The resolutions wei-o rnfeired to the Committee 
on Federal Relations. Wliat action, if faiy, has since been taken 
upon them, we have not seen. 

On the 10th of November, the bj-ig IBrotliers, of Charleston, 
S. C, was brought into that port by the sloop of war Marion, 
having been seized on the African coast, as a suspected Slaver ; 
whereat the Charleston Mercury was highly indignant, declaring 
" the seizure of a vessel on suspicion " to be " a new feature in- 
troduced into our criminal code, to suppress the African Slave 
Trade ; " and asking emphatically, " is there any Slavery equ.al 
to this, in the whole range of crimirM jurisprudence '? Sucli 
an ati'ocious novelty in laW,*' it continues, " may win the appro- 
bation of Boston fanatics, but no jury in South Carolina, we are 
satisfied, will ever enforce it." The Philadelphia Southern 
3fonitor, of September 1.1th, alludes to " the James Buchanan, a 
Slaver fitted out in the Delaware River, in sight of our dwell- 
ing," and adds, it "has made four successM voyages since 1856, 
and cleared 8400,000." A correspondent of the Boston Journal^ 
last summer, speaks of "having been for some time up the 
Congo River," which, "you are aware, is the principal rendez- 
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vous for Slaves ; " so that he had " a very good opportunity of 
seemg into the mysteriefi of the Slave Trade." He says " it is 
a well-known fact that most of the Slave ships which visit the 
river are sent from New York and New Orleans." Testimony 
]ik.e this is abundant. And though now and then, as we have 
seen, a Slaver is taken by an American cruiser, yet these appear 
to be the rare exceptions to a very general rule. Indeed, it would 
ahnost seem that the aim of the Federal Government and its 
agents is to defeat the intent, while complying with the letter, 
of the treaty requiring a squadron to be kept on the coast of 
Africa, CO suppress the Slave Trade. For, instead of several 
light vessels of two or three guns each — which would suit the 
service — a frigate is sent, carrying two-thirds or more of all the 
guns required, and drawing too much water to follow the Slavers 
into their hiding-places. And a letter from on board this frig- 
ate, published last winter, in the New York Semld, shows that 
out of fifteen months, which it had nominally passed on the 
coast, at the letter's date, only twenty-two days were spent on 
the usual cruising ground for Slavers, and thirteen of these days 
at anchor. . Eleven months of the fifteen were whiled away at 
Madeira and the Cape Verds, more than three hundred miles 
from the coast, and nearly three thousand from that part of it 
which the Slavers most frequent. 

The earnest purpose of Great Britain to break up the hateful 
traffic, the great extent to which the American flag is used in 
covering it, and the shameful slackness of the American Gov- 
ernment in its duty of preventing such a disgrace to its flag, 
produced a state of things last spring, which, for a time, ap- 
peared almost to threaten war. A little more than a year ago, 
*' in compliance with the wish of the American Government," 
(as Lord Palmerstok has since stated in Parliament,) a British 
squadron was stationed on the coast of Cuba, to watch and Inter- 
cept the Slave ships as they came in. Knowing how gcsnerally 
these ships displayed the stars and stripes as a protection.; be- 
lieving it was often done by vessels not American; and seeing 
that the artifice, if allowed success, would baffle all their elfortK : 
the British cruisers claimed, and sometimes exercised the right 
of visiting suspected vessels, to ascertain their character; 
whether they were really American, or were false pirates, prac- 
tising a fraud alike upon , the country whose flag ,they abused, 
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and upon that whose justice they sought to evade. From the 
latter part oV April to the middle or latter part of May, nearly 
forty vessels, it is said, were visited. Of course, a howl of indig- 
nation at these " Biitish Outrages " was raised by Cuban Slave 
Traders, and echoed by American Slaveholders and political 
demagogues ; gross exaggerations and perversions of the facts 
were circulated ; the Biitish officers were charged with insolence 
and rudeness, and even brutal violence, and in one instance, at 
least, with having fired into an American vessel and Ifilliid a man ; 
and no pains were spared to excite a hostile feeling' tb^fard Great 
Britain. That she intended insult and aggression was in effect 
assumed by the tenor of the comments on the acts complained 
of. Grave Senators forgot their dignity, and talked like blus- - 
tering bullies. The President made haste to send to the Cuban 
coast every armed shij) available for the purpose, with orders to 
resist all attempts of British cruisers to search, visit, or detain 
American vessels. He also demanded explanations both of 
Great Britain and Spain. 

On the 14th of May, the Senate unanimously adopted a reso- 
lution, asking the President for infoimation concerning the acts 
of the British cruisers, and what measures, if any, had been 
taken in relation thereto. On the 19th, the President sent docu- 
ments in reply. On the 18th, the Senate unanunously adopted 
a resolution offered by Mr. Seward, instructing the Committee 
on Foreign Relations to inquire whether any legislation is neces- 
sary to enable the President to protect American vessels against 
British aggression. Mr. MASoif, from that Committee, reported 
on the 28th, that no less than twenty-one cases of aggression 
had been officially made known, and accounts of fresh instances 
were continually arriving ; argued briefly against the right of 
visitation, appealing to both American and English authorities ; 
said " the Committee refrain from recommending farther legisla- 
tion, only because the President has ordered all our available 
navy to the infested waters to protect our flag;" and closed, by 
announcing that the Conmiittee had unanimously resolved, that 
American ships at sea, under the American flag, remain under 
the jurisdiction of this country, and any \isitation of them is an 
infraction of the sovereignty of the United States ; that these 
aggi'essions demand such an explanation from Great Britain as 
shall prvjvent their recurrence ; and that the Committee approve 
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the action of the. Executive, and is prepared to recommend such 
future legislation as circumstances may require. The resolu- 
tions were considered on the 29th and 31st, and Senatoi-s i-e- 
lieved their minds of much "perilous stuff" which might else 
have done them serious harm. "Honorable gentlemen " evi- 
dently thought the Committee quite too tame for the occasion. 
Mr. Toombs declared their resolutions " not worth the paper they 
were written on." He wa^ in fjivor of an amendment offered by 
Mr. Hale, to the effect that " the acts of the British are belligerent, 
and sliould be resisted by all the power of the country ; " and 
further held that " the British war-ships in the Gulf should be 
seized or sunk, and nothing short of this should satisfy us." 
Mr. Hale thought " the acts of the British should be met by 
acts and not by arguments." Mr. Mallory liked Mr. Hale's 
amendment so well that he withdrew, in its favor, one which he 
had oflfered. Mr. Douglas asked what good it does to resolve 
that these acts are belUgerent. He recommended to let a ship 
of war bring one of the small British cruisers into an American 
port, and then it would be time foi" explanations. He was for 
giving the President po^ver not only to repel but to punish out- 
rages upon our nationality. Mr. Wilsox hoped that orders 
had been given to sink or capture the offending ships, but also 
thought we ought to see that our flag be not prostituted by 
Slave Traders. Mr. Hammoxd hoped that, with or without 
orders, our force in the Gulf Avoiild sink or capture one of the 
offending vessels. On the 3d of June, Mr. Douglas introduced 
a bill to authorize the President, at his discretion, to employ the 
army, and navy, and fifty thousand volunteei'S, and ten millions 
of dollars, to resist the claims of Great Biitain. But the war 
fever was now abating, and after so much bellicose talk, nothing 
was done looking to war. On the last day of the session the 
resolutions were adopted unanimously, without amendment. 
While the fever was at its height in the Senate, the other 
House had a less severe attack of it, but there, too, it soon sub- 
sided. A fiery speech from Bublingame, on the 12th of June, 
called out but tame, pacific responses ; and the strongest demon- 
stration made was referring to the Committee on Foreign Afiairs, 
a resolution requiring the President to instruct the navy to ar- 
rest offending vessels, and hold them till reparation should be 
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made by the British Govcrnraoiit. We do not learn that it was 
further acted on. 

Tlierc were not -vrantiiig tliose among the onlookers, so desti- 
tute of reverent faith in Southern cliivalry as to hint that the 
sudden subsidence of warlike ardor among the retainers of the 
Slave Power, was largely, if not mainly, due to the readiness 
with which such men as Sewaiid, "Wilsox, Hale, and Buklix- 
c.Asm seconded their patriotic zeal, instead of holding them 
back, as chivalry had expected ; that, in short, they began to 
fear that blows might come of bluster, — blows from a heavier 
hand than Slavery likes to feel. " 'No forty Quakers alive," says 
tne Nev/ York Tribune, " eonld have done so much for ]ieacc 
in a year, as the Senators above named did by their Avarlike talk 
during a single aftenaoon." 

How many grains of truth were in the mass of falsehood and 
exaggei-ation which rumor brought from the Cub.au coast, we 
cannot accurately say ; but the following testimonies may throw" 
some light upon the question. A Key West correspondent of 
the Charleston Courier quotes " Lieut. Pym, " of the Britisli 
gunboat Jasper, as saying " the rejjorts of outrages on American 
vessels are much exaggerated, and in many instances false." Al- 
luding to the case of the Cortes, [wdiich was particularly refeiTcd 
to, by Secretary Cass, in his complaint to the British Govern- 
ment,] he says " the captain of that vessel, when overhauled, 
threw his flag into the sea and declared himself a Spaniard. 
The contraband articles on board j^roved her a Slaver, and she 
was accordingly s61d as such." And the New York Tribune 
says " she was know to be such before she sailed." The Boston 
Traveller, of May 28th, states that " Capt. Cline, the boarding 
officer of the Merchants' Exchange Newsroom, has conversed 
freely with the officers and crew of every vessel from Cuba 
which has ariived at this port, and declares that not one of 
them considered himself damaged to the amount of one cent. 
* * * » * fpj^Q Bi-itish officers generally, the crews of our 
Cuban trade report, appeared anxious to avoid giving offence." 
The same paper states that " Capt. Gordox," just anived from 
Sagua Grande, [the Cuban port at which most of the "outrages " 
are said to liave been committed,] " says his brig was not trou- 
bled by the British, and he believes two-thirds of the stories 
about outrages, &c,, are made out of whole cloth." The Boston 
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Journal, of May 24t]i, mentions tlie arrival, on that day, of tw o 
of tlie vessels " recently \nsitecl by Britisli officers at Sagun." 
The captain of one, Capt. Lajipuee, reported' that the..of!ioc.i- 
Avho visited liini asked several questions aboiit the vessel, which 
were answered ; and Avishcd to see her papers, which were not 
shoATO to him, as they were on shore; he staid "about five min- 
utes, and behaved in a very gentlemanly manner, treating the 
captain with all proper courtesy and respect." Capt. Lampiier 
" was not offended by anything connected with the affair, and 
he believes that to have been the general feeling among the 
American shipmasters who were visited. The indigTiation was 
chiefly confined to the shore, among the Spanish officials." 
Capt. Brat, of the other vessel, bears substantially the same 
testimony, as to the deportment of the officers who boarded 
liim, and as to his own feeling in regard to the matter. The 
cajjtain of the brig ISTew Era, on arriving in Nevs^ York, as we 
leam from the Tribune, reported that he had been boarded by 
one British war steamer, and fired at by another. The mates 
said they knew nothing of any such transaction ; that one even- 
' ing an officer from a Biitish steamer hailed the captain, without 
boarduig, politely asked the vessel's name and destination, was 
civilly answered, and returned to liis vessel. The same paper 
states that the captain of the brig Mianus reported having 
been boarded by the British war steamer Styx, which fired a 
gun for him to hea ve to, and detained liim over an hour. The 
mate told tlie reporter that no gun Avas fired ; that an officer 
came on board and politely asked the customary questions, was 
invited to the cabin, was answered, and departed ; the whole de- 
tention being about ten minutes. We gather from the Washing- 
ton coiTespondence of the New York Trihme, that the President 
had tried, but in vain, to trace to its source the rumor about 
the firing into an American vessel and killing a man; that it 
came not from tlie coast, but from the interior of Georgia, and 
was not believed in Washington. No proof to sustain it has 
yet appeared. In a debate m Parliament, on the 17th of June, 
relating to the complaints of the American Government, the 
British Foreign Secretary said, "after careful examination I 
have not found a single instance in which om" cruisers have 
behaved with inciTility to the officers of any American vessel 
which they have boarded." Had there been any, we can hardly 
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doubt the Aiiiorican Govemment would have known it, and 
made it known to hini. 

On tlie 9th of Juno oame despatches from the commander of 
the British West India squadron, expressly disavowing having 
authorized the recent acts of visitation, and disclaiming having 
any instructions contemplating such a conthigency ; also stating 
that he liad despatched a sloop to bring the offending cruisers, 
'•intendino: to liold the officers to a strict account." On the 
19th, despatches were received from England, announcmg that 
the Bi-itish Government, after consulting the law officers of the 
Crown, disclaimed, in accordance Avith their opinion, all right 
to search or visit American vessels in time of peace. But the 
purpose was avowed to continue the use of effiactive means for 
suppressing the Slave Trade, and the American Government 
was invited to suggest some plan for verifying the nationality 
of A'^essels without danger of a breach of international law. 
Later arrivals brought reports of long and intei'^sting debates 
hi Parliament, on the questions raised by the American com- 
plaint; also comments of the Biitish Press iipon the whole 
affair ; from both of which it appears that, in disclaiming the 
right to search or visit vessels of a friendly nation, neither the 
peojjle nor the Government intended to relinquish the right to 
ascertain, in cases open to strong suspicion, whether a vessel is 
entitled to the flag it bears ; and that, in fact, no claim, asserted 
hitherto, is now surrendered. IsTay more ; it comes out in the 
debates, that from 1844 till now the British cruisers have been 
acting under instructions which had been ai)proved by DAxiEii 
Webster, then Secretary of State ; and were based on princi- 
ples admitted by Secretary C vss, in his very letter of complaint. 
"The position taken by the British Gov^ernment," said Mr. 
Fitzgerald — one of its members — "was exactly that laid 
doAvn by General Cass in his letter to Lord Napier. In it is 
this passage. ' Undoubtedly, if a vessel assume a national char- 
acter to Avhich she is not entitled, she cannot be protected by 
this assumption. As the identity of a person must be deter- 
mined at the risk of the officer bearing a process for his arrest, 
so must the national identitv of a vessel be detennined at the 
like hazard to him Avho, doubting the flag she displays, searches 
her to ascertain her true chiu*acter. ***** If the 
boarding ofiicer had just gi'ounds of suspicion, and deported 
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himself witli propriety in the pei'fonnaiice of his task, doing no 
injury, and peaceably retiring when satisfied of his error, no 
nation would make such an act the subject of serious reclama- 
tion.' " Lord JoHX Russell " was happy to hear that it was 
not the intention bf her I^Iajesty's Govemment to deviate fi'om 
that line of policy which we had followed for so many years." 
Loi-d Palmerstox " concurred with Lord John Russell, that 
it was impossible to admit the naked principle that hoisting a 
particular flag was to be taken as unequivocal pi*oof that the 
vessel belonged to the country whose flag she hoisted." If it 
were, "piracy of CA^ery description would roam the seas with 
impunity. He had not understood that the Government had 
adopted the principle to that extent." The C])ancellor of the 
Exchequer. (Disraeli,) said "the Government had in no way 
conceded that point," but " had invited the Government of the 
United States to suggest the mode by which the terrible abuse 
of their flag might be prevented.'' Lord Lynbhuest said, " If 
one of our cruisers see a vessel with the American flag, and hay 
reason to believe it is assumed, he must inquire into the facts 
as well as he can. If he ascertains, to the best of his judg- 
ment, that she has no right to the flag, he may visit and ex- 
amine her papers, and, if he find his suspicion correct, may deal 
with her in a manner justified by the relation between England 
and the country to which she belongs. America would have 
no right to interfere. But if it should turn out that the vessel 
was American, we should apologize and make ample reparation 
for the injmy committed." Lord Malmesburt "had heard with 
great pleasure the views of his noble friend, because they cotv^ 
form precisely to the opinion of the law oflicers of the Crown, 
upon which the Gotiemnient had actedP The London Saticr- 
day Review, of July Slst, says, " the right of verifying the na- 
tionality of a vessel has been explicitly insisted on by every 
speaker who has debated the question in Parliament, and is 
categorically admitted by the American Minister for Foreign 
AfEiirs." On the 12th of July, a resolution was offered in the 
House of Commons, declaring it expedient to discontinue the 
practice of authorizing men-of-war to visit and search vessels 
under foreign flags, with a view to suppress the Slave Trade. 
On a division, it was lost by 24 ayes to 223 nays. In the de- 
bate upon it, Mr. Fitzgerald alluded to the admission by Mr. 
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Cass, of the right to ascertain the chrcracter of suspicious ves- 
sels ; and said it was a right which the American Government 
had not scrupled to exercise ; us documents which it had laid 
on the table of the House of Representatives showed not less 
than three cases on the coast of Africa, in rohich American 
cruisers had searched vessels hearing the French flag. He 
added, that Lord Napibk, in a despatch just received, had said 
that Gen. Cass had told him that, " after the satisfactory decla- 
r;itions of the British Government, the American Government 
would give earnest consideration to any proposals for the veri- 
fication of the nationality of vessels." In the House of Lords, 
on the 14th of last February, Lord Malmesbury referred to 
the correspondence with the United States, on the right of 
search. " He thought England had exercised a wise discretion 
in giving up that right ; and he believed that a code of instruc- 
tions, which had been agreed to by England and France, and 
had been submitted to America for approval, would be found 
to work satisfactoiily in repressing the Slave Trade." 

"W e may safely venture the assertion that if this " code of 
instructions " is really well adapted to " repressing the Slave 
Trade," it will not be approved by the American Government ; 
or, if approved in form, for the sake of appearances, will not be 
carried out in action. It is not in the nature of things ihat 
Slaveholders and Siavetraders at home — and by such is this 
Government controlled — will be in earnest to jjrevent Slave- 
trading abroad. When the shameful and notoiious prostitu- 
tion of its flag to the protection of the Slave Trade "shall 
awaken half the indignation which was "got up" at the attempt 
of British cruisers to prevent its fi-audulent approj^riation by 
foreign pirates to such vile uses, it will be time to hope for some 
hearty effort in accordance with the treaty stipulation which 
for five and forty years has bound the nation " to use its best 
endeavors to promote the entire abolition of the traffic in 
Slaves." 

Domestic Slave Trade. 

This treaty stipulation, in its terms, if not in its intent, in- 
cludes the home trade, with the foreign. We do not say it was 
so meant ; doubtless it was not imderstood so on this side the 
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water, and perhaps not on the other ; but the reason given for 
it by the contracting parties, that "the tralSc in Slaves is 
irreconcilable with humanity and justice," applies undeniably 
to both^ alike. I4 then, it is a good one for agreeing to abolish 
one, it is as good for abolishing the other. Slaveholders them- 
selves, as we have seen, sometimes acloiowledge this ; or rather 
they erophaticaliy offinn it, when arguing for a policy consist- 
ently inhuman and rmjust. Why should they not be taken at 
their word, when their word is so evidently true? There is no 
moral difference between the foreign and the domestic trade in 
Slaves, to justify us in treating this as laAvful and respectable, 
while ratiug that among the highest crunes. ISox is the 
extent of the home traffic so inconsiderable ; nor is the misory 
it causes, in simdoring friends and kindi-ed. and scattering fami- 
lies, so tiifiing in amount or in degree, as to render it of little 
moment, (if that could ever be,) whether right principles are 
earned into corresponding practice in relation to it. Nor is it 
kept so carefully from sight, that ignorance may excuse neglect 
of duty. It is no business of byways and unfrequented cor- 
ners ; skulking from day, like less atrocious forms of wickedness. 
It sets up its marts and warehouses on the crowded streets of 
cities ; flaunts its red aiiction-llag in the nation's face : drives its 
chained coffles along the main highways ; or loads its vessels at 
the public wharves, and clears them regularly at the custom 
houses; and freely uses the press to blazon the abundance, 
quality, and cheapness of its human merchandise, and invite 
dealers to its ba|-racoons. It claims safe transit over any land 
or any water whiish the Federal Constitution covers, be local 
law or local feeling what it may ; and owns no right in any 
State to bar its passage or meddle with its wares. The national 
Capital is still disgi'aced by its actual presence, though nomi- 
nally it has been forbidden there ; and the jaUs and the 
newspapers of the Federal District still serve as its conven- 
iences. Such notices as this Avhich follows, copied from the 
Evening Star, of Washington, are stiU esteemed a part of the 
legitimate adveilising business there; and can find place in 
papers claiming to be decent, and regarded as respectable. 

"Administrator's Sale. — I will, in pursuance of an ordar 
of the Orphan's Court for the District of Columbia, sell at 
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public auction, on Friday next, Nov. 19, at 12 o'clock, M., in 
front of the jail, to the highest bidder, for cash, viz : 

" One negro woman and three children ; one negro woman, 
and three hkely boys from 14 to 19 years of age. 

"ABSALOM A. HALL, 

"Administrator of Jacob Hall." 

And incidents like this, related below, can still occur within 
the bounds of Congressional jurisdiction. 

"A striking spectacle was afforded to the street public of 
Washington, near the Baltunore railroad dejiot, on Friday. A 
string of Slaves, with a white man at their head, loaded pistol 
in hand, and another in the rear, armed in like manner, marched 
from some private Slavepen to the depot, to take the cai's for 
Baltimore, where they will be sold." 

How large the traffic is, now going on between the Slave- 
producing and the Slave-consuming States, we have no means 
of accurately knowing. It can hardly now be less, but probably 
is much greater, in amount, than in the period — from 1840 to 
1850 — for which an esthnate was made in 1857, by a Special 
Committee of the South Carolina House of Representatives. 
That estimate may be presumed no ouerstateraent ; its pui*}iose 
being to show the need of reopening the Foreign Slave Trade, 
because the domestic could not meet the demand. Assuming 
. 30 per cent, as the natural increase of Slaves in those ten years, 
the difference between the number so obtained and the actual 
increase of Slave population in five " Slave breeding States," 
was found to be 235,000 ; which number, it was thence inferred, 
had been exported to the other States — an ar .jrage, it will be 
seen, of 23,500 a yea;-. Reckoning their average price at $500 
each, the yearly value of the trade would be ($11,750,000) nearly 
twelve milKons of dollars. Or rating them at the actual average 
price brought by Pibroe Butli<;r's Slaves, over four hundred 
men, women, and children, sold at auction on the second and 
third of March last, the total value would be nearly seventeen 
millions of dollars [$16,644,463]. Virginia alone is estimated 
to have sold 111,259 Slaves, and Marylaiul 26,279; an average 
from the two States, of nearly fourteen thousand a year. Suji- 
posing — as seems reasonaWe — a gi'owth of the trade in 
proportion to that of the Slave population since 1850, its victims 
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tlie past year must number little less than 30,000. and their 
total price come near to $20,000,000. This estimate, we think, 
more likely to be under than beyond the trath. 

Perhaps no other one event, for many years, has done so 
much to turn attention to this traflic, or has shown to so ynde a 
circle of beholders how detestable it is, even in its least hateful 
aspect, as the great auction sale of Butler's Slaves, to which we 
have just alluded. That so many Slaves, and of so generally 
good a quality, were exposed for sale at once ; that none of them 
had ever been sold before, but all were born aud had always 
lived on the estate, which was now to be so sadly broken up ; 
that they belonged to a man residing at the North, (although of 
Southern birth,) and somewhat widely known: these circum- 
stances all tended to give greater notoriety and interest to the 
event. The New York Trihum had a reporter present, whose 
graphic and intensely interesting pictui-e of the scene has given 
to millions, it may be, a view of Slavery and its inevitable inci- 
dents, more vivid and impressive than many of them ever had 
before. But they Avho have been longest and most closely stu- 
dious of its character know well that this delineation is so far 
from being an exaggerated picture of the traffic, as it generally 
appears, that it rather shows its harsher features softened down, 
and those which are comparatively comely set in more than 
usual relief. For instance, it was one condition of the sale 
that, instead of being offered " singly, or in lots to suit pixrchas- 
ersj" as the common custom is, husbands and their wives, parents 
and their young children should be struck off together ; an ar- 
rangement in which, the reporter remarks, "there is perhaps as 
much policy as humanity, for thereby many aged and unserv- 
iceable people are disposed of, who would not otherTvise find a 
ready sale." Still, this, of course, did not prevent the separation 
of near kindred. " The man and his wife," as the rejiorter truly 
says, "might bo sold to the pine woods of North Carolina, their 
brothers and sisters be scattered through the cotton fields of 
Alabama and the rice swamps of Louisiana, while the parents 
might be left on the old plantation to wear out their we&ry Uves 
in heavy gi'ie:^ and lay their heads in far-off graves, over which 
their children might never weep. And no account could be 
taken of loves that were as yet unconsummated by maniagc ; 
and how many aching hearts have been divorced by this summary 
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proceeding, no man can ever know. And the separation is as 
utter, and is infinitely more hopeless, than that made by the 
Angel of Death, for then the loved ones are committed to the 
care of a merciful Deity ; but in the other instance to the tender 
mercies of a Slavedriver." 

The sale took place on the second and third of March, at the 
Race Course, near Savannah, Ga., where the Slaves were gath- 
ered five or six days before, that buyers might have time 
to examine them. " They were quartered in the sheds erected 
to accommodate the horses and carriages of persons who attend 
the races. They were huddled in, pell-mell, with no more 
attention to their comfort than was necessarj"" to prevent their 
becoming ill and unfialeable. They ate and slept on the bare 
floor, there being no sign cf bench or tiablo. * * * * * On 
the faces of all was an exjiression of heavy grief; ***** 
few wept, the place was too public, and tlie drivers wei-e too 
near, though some occasionally turned aside to give way to a 
few quiet tears. « * * * » The children were of all 
sizes, the yoimgest being fifteen days old. ***** For 
these preliminary days their shed was constantly visited by spec- 
ulators. The negroes were examined with as little consideration 
as if they had been brutes indeed; the buyers pulling their 
mouths open to see their teeth, pinching their limbs to find 
how muscular they were, walking them up and dovm to detect 
any signs of lameness, making them stoop and bend in different 
ways that they might be certain there was no concealed rupture 
or wound ; and asking them questions relative to their accom- 
plishments." 

"It seems as if every shade of character capable of being 
implicated in the sale of human flesh and blood was re]?resented 
among the buyers. They were generally of a rough breed, 
slangy, profane, and bearish, being for the most i^art from the 
back river and sAvamp plantations. ***** Those who 
have read ' Uncle Tom,' will remember Legree. That the char- 
acter is not overdi'awn, there is abundant testimony, * * * * 
One huge brute of a man," after listening to a conversation on 
the management of refractory Slaves, "broke silence by saying, 
'You may say what you like about managing niggers; I'm a 
driver myself, and I've had some experience, and I ought to 
know. You can manage ordinary niggers by lickin' 'em, and 
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givin' 'em a taste of the hot irou once in awhile when they 're 
extra. ugly, "but if a nigger really sets himself up against me, I - 
can't never have any patience with him. I just get my pistol and 
shoot him right down ; and that's the best way.' And this brute 
was talking to gentlemen, and his remarks were listened to with 
attention, and his assertions assented to by more than one in 
the knot of listeners." " But all this time the sale was going 
on, and the nierry auctioneer, ^vith many a quip and jest, was 
beguiling the time when the bidding was slow. The expression 
on the faces of all who stepped on the block was always the 
same, and told of more anguish than it is in the power of words 
to express. Blighted homes, crashed hopes, and broken hearts 
was the sad story to be read in all the anxious faces." 

Among the "chattels" was "Daphney," with her child of 
fifteen days. As the day was cold and rainy, and the place of 
sale was open to .the air on one side, she had been suffered to 
wear " a large shawl, which she kept carefully wrapped around 
her infant and herself This unusual proceeding attracted much 
attention, and provoked many remarks, such as these : ' What 
do you keep your nigger covered up for ? pull off her blanket ; ' 
'What's the fault of the gal? ain't she sound? TuU off her 
rags, and let us see her;' and a loud chorus of similar remarks, 
emphasized with profanity, and mingled with sayings too inde- 
cent and obscene to be even hinted at here, went up from the 
crowd of chivalrous Southern gentlemen." " Look at the nr- 
cumstances of this case. The day was the second day pf 
March. Daphney's baby was bom into the world on St. Valen- 
tine's happy day, the 14th of February. Since her confinement 
Daphney had travelled from the plantation to Savannah, where 
she had been kept in a shed for six days. On the sixth or 
seventh day after her sickness, she had left her bed, taken a 
railroad journey across the country to the shambles, was there 
exposed for six days to the questionings and insults of the negro 
speculators, and then on the fifteenth day after her confinement 
was put upon the block, with her husband and her other child, 
and, with her new-born baby in her arms, sold to the highest 
bidder." 

Deeply pathetic is the story the reporter tells of "Jeffrey" 
and his betrothed; of Jeffrey's earnest pleading with the mas- 
ter who had bought him,, to buy Dorcas, too ; of the half 
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promise which his importunity obtains; of the smiles which 
biighten two dark faces, and the hope and joy which lighten 
two loving hearts ; then of the " long hours of feverish sus- 
pense," till, on the second day of sale, Dorcas is brought out ; 
and lastly, of the crushing of their hopes by the discovery that 
Dorcas is not to be sold alone, and Jeffrey's master Avill not 
buy the family to which she belongs. "Jeffrey reads his 
doom in his master's look, and turns away, the tears streaming 
down his honest face. So Dorcas is sold, and her toiling life is 
to be spent in the cotton fields of South Carolina, while 
Jeffrey goes to the rice plantation of the Great Swamp. To- 
morrow they are to say their tearful farewell, and go their 
separate ways, to meet no more as mortal beings. But didn't 
Mr. BuTLEE give them a silver dollar apiece '? Who shall say 
there is no magnanimity in SlaveoAvners ? " 

"And so the Great Sale went on for two long days, during 
which time were sold four hundred and twenty-nine men, wo- 
men, and children. There Avere some thirty babies in the lot ; 
esteemed worth to their master a hundred dollars the day they 
are boi-n, and to increase in value at the rate of a hundred dol- 
lars a year till they are sixteen or seventeen years old. The 
total amount of the sale foots up $303,850." The prices ranged 
from $1750 for " a fair carpenter and caulker," dowm to $250 
each for a gray-hau'ed couple, old and sick. The average, it will 
be seen, was a little over $700 each. After the sale was ovei*, 
Mr. Butler "of the free city of Philadelphia, was solacing the 
wounded hearts of the people he had sold from their homes," 
by giving to each " a dollar in specie ; " having " bags of twenty- 
five cent pieces, fresh from the mint, to give an additional glitter 
to his generosity." 

"And now come the scenes of the last partings — of the final 
separations of those who were akin, or who had been such dear 
fi.*iends from youth that no ties of kindred could bind them 
closer — of those who were all in all to each other, and for 
whose bleeding hearts there shall be no earthly comfort — the 
parting of parents and children, of brother from brother, and 
the rending of sister from a sister's bosom; and O, hardest, 
crudest of all, the tearing asunder of loAing hearts, wedded in 
all save the one ceremony of the Church — these scenes pass all 
description ; it is not meet for pen to meddle with tears so holy." 



68 



REPOET, 



The spirited sketcli from T^hich we have been extracting, 
went across the water, and was extensively republished by the 
British press. The London Times, i-eferring to it, said, "it is 
a long time since we have seen anyt,hing which photographed 
the Slave-dealing system so completely as the description which 
we printed yesterday, of a large sale of Slaves, at Savannah, 
Geor^a. The whole melancholy drama of Slave life is dis- 
played before the reader; from the ruin of the speculative 
Southern gentleman wliose hereditarv estate must be sold for 
the benefit of New York creditors, to the dispersion of the 
Slaves among other masters, some petty, grasping tyi'ants, %'ery 
different from the old caste of which the South still continues to 
be proud, though with less reason than formerly. ***** 
If any one wishes to see how low the white man can be brought 
by unlimited power to use human beings for gain, let him read 
the life-hke description of the Southern planters, and see into 
what a class the increase of the cotton trade has changed the 
gentlemen of the Carolinas and Georgia." 

A notice of the domestic Slave Trade would be incomplete, 
Avithout at least a brief allusion to one feature of it, worse than 
any brought to view in the preceding pages ; and setting in a 
st^ronger light the tenibly depraving and dehumanizing influ- 
ence of Slavery. It is homble that the pii*ate of the Guinea 
coast tears from a parent's arms the shrieking child, and sunders 
brothers and sisters from each other, to gi'atify his lust of gain ; 
honible that "the merry auctioneer" of the domestic trade, 
"with man}'" a quip and jest" brings down on throbbing hearts 
the hammer stroke which rudely severs those whom natural affec- 
tion and the nearest consanguinity have closely boimd together ; 
but what words can speak the abhorrence due to the notorious 
fact, that, in this " free, enlightened, Christian land," men sell 
their own children and their father's children to the toil unpaid, 
the suffering unpitied, and the debasement ineffable and inevit- 
able, wliich appertam to chattel Slaveiy ? The Slave Code cun- 
ningly adopts the principle that the child shall follow the condi- 
tion of the mother ; aud so, by making the Slave mother's child 
her master's propeity, allies against her, in the master's breast, 
two passions which are wont elsewhere to counteract and check 
each other; and enhances fearfully the tendency of the Slave 
system to demoralize the master and debase the Slave. More- 
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over — what at once reveals and aggravate;? the eri] — the 
more the vice is practiced, to whicji the marketable quality 
of its product tempts, the stronger tlie temptation gi-ows ; for an 
infusion of the paler blood augments the money value of a 
female Slave, — the white man's chattel daughter brings a 
higher price than the black man's daughter. Thus the domestic 
trade not only is the same in essence as the foreign, involving 
the same disregard of human rights and feelings ; as truly, in its 
moral elements, piratical ; it also has its own peculiar wicked- 
ness, its special means and methods of cori-uption ; opening, as 
it does, a way to make money out of %ice, by turning its results 
into articles of traffic. 
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From Slave Trading, whether in the foreign or the domestic 
"article;" or from Slaveholding, whether of Congo negroes, 
freshly imported, or natives of Virghiia, of half a dozen descents, 
and crossed or not crossed with " the best blood of Virginia," 
the moral distance is not great, nor the transition intrinsically 
difficult, to that method of procuring Slaves, which may be 
called a recm-rence to first principles, but which " unconquered 
prejudice" Avouid style kidnajiping, namely, the stealing of men 
and women whom even Slaveholders' Lw confesses to be free. 
For, in truth, the latter have no more right to freedom than the 
former. If the former lost their right, beyond recovery, by 
being once seized and sold, why should not the like process with 
the latter yield the same result ; or, to give the argument a 
slightly different turn, if the old theft of a century or two ago 
could impart so durable a title that it is not yet worn out, why 
should not the fresh theft of to-day confer at least as good a 
title ? The legal sanction in the one case, and its absence in the 
other, make no essential difference ; for most men /eel, even if 
they do not clearly see, that law can neither make nor unmake 
right ; although experience proves abundantly that, by author- 
izing wrong within a certain limit, it trains men to do Avrong 
beyond that limit. Besides, the elder wrong was just as lawless 
as the later, at the outset ; and shaped the law to suit itself, as 
it grew up to power ; so from that lawless wrong the present 
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"legal right" is derived. yHiy, theni, may not the present law- 
less "Wrong become in time a " legal right ? " We have every 
reason, therefore, to expect among the fruits of Slavery, frequent 
attempts to Iddnap freemen. Nor do the facts disappioint such 
expectation. Cases occur, no doubt, of which we never hear ; 
more, possibly, remain unknowTi than come to light. Sometimes 
a case is revealed years after its occurrence; its long conceal- 
ment hinting at the likelihood that others, many more, perhaps, 
have happened, wiiich we never know. But we hear of quite 
enough to prove that mere human nature, with its rights, is really 
I'espected in no man, where it is not respected in emry man ; 
and that if soi^ie men are still measurably safe in a Slaveholding 
country, it is for other reasons than that, being men, they have 
the common rights of manhood. 

On the 7th of last June, a woman was arrested in New 
Albany, Ind,, for having sold a free colored girl, three years 
old, to a family about removing to Missouri. She was held to 
bail to await examination, but virtually confessed her guilt by 
forfeiting her bond. On the 12th of August, a verdict was given 
in Mason County, Ky., which restored to freedom a young 
white w'oman, who had been illegally enslaved more than twen- 
ty years before, by her own father. When she was born he 
took her from her fi'ee white mother, and placed her -wdth one 
of his Slaves, a light mulatto woman, whom he compelled, by 
threats to keep her parentage a secret, while rearing her as her 
own. After his death, his widow sent the girl to a Slave prison, 
intending to sell her to go South; but her fair complexion 
caused suspicion and led to inquiries ; the facts came out ; and. 
a suit for her freedom was brought, with the result which we 
have mentioned. The Shawneetown lUinoian relates a case 
which happened in its neighborhood, wherein murder was prob- 
ably added to man-stealing. A young negro man was seized, 
near Shawneetown, (just across the river from Kentucky,) and, 
without legal process, earned to the Kentucky side, although 
he claimed to be a freeman and a native of Indiana, (whence 
he had but just arrived,) and told such facts and circumstances 
to confirm his story, as left, the HUnoian says, " no doubt upon 
the minds of the large mass of our citizens that he was free." 
Some faint remonstrance seems to have been made against the 
lawless outrage, but no resolute resistance was offered to it. 
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The perpetrators came back the next day and said their captive 
had escaped, and they had pursued him into the river and lost 
sight of him. He was found dead the following day, drifted by 
the waves to the Kentucky shore. The Wilmington, Del. Coin^ 
monwealth states that in July or August two negro boys were 
entrapped by some persons, in Sussex Comity, in that State, 
and sold into Slaver^'- in Virginia. But efforts made to trace 
them were happily successful, and they have doubtless been 
restored to their homes and freedom. The Charleston, S. C. 
Courier tells the story of a boy, fourteen or fifteen years old, 
claiming " to be white and free," who was offered for sale in St.. 
Augustine, Fla., on the 4th of September, having been stolen, 
he said, from Charleston, " summer before last," by a steamboat 
engineer, who lured him on board the boat with the offer of a 
biscuit. 'He was taken to a negro trader in Savannah, who 
sold him; and he had since passed through seven or eight 
hands before he Avas brought to St. Augustine. He was taken 
in charge by the authorities, to await the procuring of testimony 
from Charleston, as to the coiTectuess of his statements. We 
have not seen the issue of the case. The folkAving case was 
pubUshed last October, in the Yox Populi., of Lowell, Mass. 
If truly stated, it involves a flagrant breach of trust, a gross, 
pecuniary fraud, with the higher crime of kidnapping. A col- 
ored woman, Betsey, and her daughter, Caroline, made a com- 
plaint before J. !>. Morss, Esq., of Lowell, averring that they 
had once been Slaves ; that about six years ago their master, 
Jesse Coknwell, a rich MississipjH planter, who was also father 
of the younger woman, died ; that on his death-bed he requested 
his friend. Dr. Keyes, to take charge of his effects, including a 
large sum of money, and to convey the women to a Free State 
and see them comfortably settled there, and for that pui'})ose 
to take $5,000, divide $4,000 equally between the mother and 
the daughter, and to retain $1,000 for his serAdces; that after 
Cobxwell's death, Keyes hired them out six years at $100 
a year, each ; then brought them, in the latter part of May last, 
to Lowell, where they had since lived in his family, imder 
strict surveillance. Uj)ou this statement Morse brought a suit 
against Keyes, for the recovery of the money given by CoRir- 
WELL, and for the wages of their six years' labor. Keyes was 
arrested and held to bail in $6,000. He claimed that Corn- 
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WELL gave the women to bim ! But tlie case was not allowed 
to come into court. Before the time of trial, Ketes made a 
compromise with the coimsel for the women, by which he gave 
to the said women a life lease in a small house in Lowell, and 
agreed to pay them a fised sum of money semi-annually, thus 
virtually confessing judgment against himseLt^ and confirming 
the essential truth of the women's statement. The women are 
now free, and beyond the power of this wretch, but the audacity 
of the attempt to hold them, as Slaves, in Massachusetts, and its 
success, for a time, should be a warning to every fi-iend of Free- 
dom to employ the strictest vigilance^ and to suffer no doubtful 
case to go \mchallenged. A correspondent of the New York 
Trihum^ writing from Wheeling, Va., on the 29th of November, 
speaks of a tavern-keeper, in that city, who, some years ago, 
sold into Slavery, down the Mississippi river, a free negro boy 
who had been bound to him for a term of years. " The fact 
leaked out, legal pi-oceedings were instituted," and the boy was 
restored to, freedom. Some weeks ago, a fi*ee negro woman, 
who worked in the taveni-keeper's kitchen, mysteriously disap- 
peared with her two children. It has since been learned that 
she was decoyed, at her master's instance, on board a boat 
going down the river, and, with her children, sold to Slavery in 
Kentucky. On the 8th of December, a young colored man, in 
New York, named Srsspsv")!?, was accosted in the street, and 
induced to ship himself as a seaman on a vessel bound, profess- 
edly, to Liverpool. .After he had signed the shij^iAng papers 
and gone on board, an order for his half-pay, sent to his mother, 
and by her presented at the shipping-office, was declared to be 
spurious. This rousing her suspicion of some eyil design upon 
her boy, she appUed to the Mayor, who set the police at once to 
looking into the affair. The ship was boarded, and the crew 
ordered on deck ; when it was tbund composed entirely of col- 
ored boys, no white men, but the mates, being on board ; the 
boys had no free papers, and the voyage was to be to Mobile, 
instead of Liverj)ool. Simpson was taken before the Mayor 
and released. These facts we gather fi'om the New York Tri- 
hum. It adds, " the Sergeant of the harbor police says he has 
frequently known ships to sail for southern ports with colored 
crews, and has noted it as a remarkable fact, that none of the 
crews ever came tack." 
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A case which created much local excitement has been twice 
tried within the year, at Pittsbui'g, Pa. It was that of Geoege 
SriAw, accused of kidnapping a white mechanic, of that city, 
named Ferris ; by enticing him to St. Louis, and delivering him 
to a man Vvho claimed that lie was in part of negro biood, and 
a fugitive Slave from Alabama. The crime was instigated by a 
reward of 8500. Its commission, and the pej-petrator's boast of 
his success, were fully proved ; and it was not pretended that he 
had acted under any legal warrant, or had used any of the legal 
forms I'equired for the recovery of runaAvay Slaves. It was 
a deed of private villany, — its atrocity enhanced not only by 
the cool treachery wiiich consummated it, but by the circum- 
stance that it bereft a wife and young child of husband and 
father, leaving the worse than Avidowed woman in the deepest 
distress. The defence proposed to jjrove that Ferris had been 
a Slave in Alabama. To this it Avas objected that it must first * 
be proved, and by the best evidence the case admits of — a 
certified copy of the law itself — that Slaves are held in Ala- 
bama, " under the laws thereof." The" Court, very properly, 
sustained the objection, and promptly overruled, as fast as they 
were tried, the various devices of the prisoner's counsel to escape 
the consequences of this requirement. The prisoner was con- 
victed after a brief conference by the jury, and evidently to 
general satisfaction in that region. The Pittsburg Gazette thus 
comments on the case and its result. 

" The laAV was made for crushing just such creatures as that 
Shaw. He is worse in society than a pestilence. Does uny one 
imagine that if any Slaveholder in Alabama were to send him 
$500 to steal him a man and deliver him, that Shaw would Avait 
to inquire whether the man he could get had ever been a Slave ? 
The fact that Ferris had been a Slave, if it were a fact, did not 
in the least palliate Shaw's crime. There is a most odious law 
on the statute books by which he might have robbed Ferris of 
Iiiraself and been held blameless. Not choosing to shield him- 
self even behind that, he has met a kidnapper's rcAvard, and will 
doubtless receive at the hands of a just judge the punishment 
Avhich a crime so base deserves.^ 

This expectation Avas disappointed. For some informality m 
the proceedings, a new trial was granted. It came off last April, 
resulting in acquittal. Thus while his innocent victim remains 
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in liopeless Slavery;^ iue- treacherous man-stealcr, the spoiler of 
the domestic sanctuary, escapes the penalty of human law. But, 
after all, his was no profitable villany, even if God's law is left 
out of the account. Even if conscience has no sting for him, 
and baseness saves him from the sense of infamy ; the lawyer's 
fees must have dipped deeply into those $500 of blood money — 
for work, like that his counsel had to do, would seem to need, 
and probably received, large wages — and the residue would be 
scant payment for almost a year's imprisonment, from his an-est 
to his acquittal. 

Peesecutiok op the Free Colored People. 

Schemes of a sort of wholesale kidnapping, by State author- 
ity, are recommended in some portions of the South, and have 
even begun to be adopted. Last winter the Legislature of Ar- 
kansas passed an act to drive out or enslave all the free negroes of 
that State. Those who refuse to go before the 1st of January, 
1860, are graciously permitted to choose for themselves masters 
who shall not sell them, and for whose debts they shall not be 
liable to be seized, and who shall pay into the Common School 
Fund one-half the price at which the County Court shall have 
had them apprized. Bills substantially like this have been 
introduced into the Legislatures of North Carolina and Missouri, 
Ai'kansas has also passed an act, forbidding, after January 1st, 
1860, the employment of free colored persons on the water craft 
navigating the rivers of that State, and subjecting the employer 
to a finf' of from $500 to $1000, and imprisonment not exceed- 
ing twelve months. Ohio has jiassed an act forbidding " persons 
in whole or in part of African descent," to vote. The penalty 
is imprisonment from one to six months, and tine of not over 
$500. In Louisiana, the Slaveholders of the parish of St. 
Landry lately met and recommended that an act be passed, 
providing that hereafter all free colored perjons, convicted of 
any offence against the laws, shall be sold into Slavery, for life, 
or for a term of years, according to the nature of the offence. 
The Grand Jury of Chesterfield District, South Carolina, at the 
recent term of the Court of Common Pleas, presented the free 
negroes of the District as 8^ nuisance, and recommended " that 
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the Legislature pass some law which, will reli.eve the community 
of this troublesome population." The Clieraw Gazette is " pleased 
with this act of the Grand Jury, and hopes other Grand Juries 
■will follow the example " till the laAV makers will " abate the 
nuisance." In Maryland, during last summer and fall, several 
County Conventions we¥e: held, at whose suggestion a general 
Conventio\i for the Eastern Shore assembled at Cambridge, on 
the 3d of N'ovember, and continued in session two days, to con- 
sider what measures ought to be adopted in regard to the free 
colored people. Judge Stewart, of Dorchester, said, "the 
manumission of Slaves has been a great error, and an evil to 
themselves as well as to the master and the Slave. The free 
negroes must, therefore, gradually, and by the most reasonable 
steps, be brought back to cheir original condition. ***** 
This should be the primary duty of the next Legislature, and 
they should meet it manfully and without hesitation." Elias 
Griswold, of Dorchestei', " entirely approved of the views so 
ably urged by Judge Stewart," and proposed " a Committee 
to report resolutions for action." Col. Hambleton, of Talbot, 
thought the people of that County " would acquiesce in what- 
ever might be here adopted to subject the free negro popula- 
tion to proper control. He was ready to pledge their entire 
cooperation." Col. Jacobs, of Worcester County, thought " that 
the question of restoring the free negroes to servitude, if they 
persisted in remaining in the State, should at once be avowed 
as the only remedy for the evUs complained of." Resolutions 
were unanimously adopted, vilifying the free colored people ; 
declaring that " Maryland is, and of right ought to continue^ a 
Slaveholding State, and that free negroism and Slavery are 
incompatible with each other, and should not be permitted 
longer to exist in their present relations within the State ; " call- 
ing for "prompt and effective legislation on the subject; " invit- 
ing a State Convention to meet at Baltimore on the second 
Wednesday in June, 1859, to devise some plan for the regulation 
of the negro popul ation, to be presented to the Legislature ; and 
suggesting, as the plan to be considered, " that the State shomld 
present the alternative, to this class of our population, of going 
into Slavery or leaving the State." In the Board of Aldermen, 
of Washington, (within the range of the "exclusive legislation" 
of Congress, be it noted,) a bill has been introduced, requiring all 
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jfi'ee colored persons over twelve years old to register their 
names and pay five dollars for permission to reside in the city a 
year, or in defoult, to be fined ten dollars and irajirisoned ninety 
days ; the penalty to be re})eated as often as ten days after its 
infliction shall go by without compliance "vvith the law. 

Alleged Negro Incapacity. 

As these and kindred measures of injustice are defended by 
alleging that the negro race is naturally incapable of using free- 
dom rightly; is indolent and thriftless, given to animal indul- 
gence, with a strong proclivity to vice and crime, and no 
aptitude for generous culture ; it may not be amiss to cite some 
facts and testimonies, bearing on this point, which we have 
liappened on within the year. The New Orleans Tme Delta^ 
speaking of these measures and the disposition shown in Louis- 
iana to adopt them., says of the free negroes there, " There is a 
large native resident population, correct in their general deport- 
ment, honorable in their intercourse with society, and free from 
reproach so fkr as the laws are concerned, not surpassed in the 
inoffensiveness of their lives by any equal number of persons in 
any place, North or Sorith." The Little Rock Gazette, the 
" Democratic " organ of Arkansas, thus speaks of " Mr. Hen ry 
KixG,"who is compelled, by the recent law of that "Demo- 
cratic " State, to advertise his property therein for sale, because 
he is of the proscribed complexion. " We have known him from 
our boyhood, and take the greatest pleasure in testifying to his 
good character. The community in which he casts his lot will 
always be blessed with that ' noblest work of God,' ' an honest 
man.' " [What, then, are they who drove him from his home, 
and robbed themselves of that blessing?] Cincinnati papers of 
last JviUe mention the purchase of a Slave to freedom by his 
sister, Alice Williaims, of that city, " for $950, which she has 
been accumulating for that purpose, ever since she became free, 
nine or ten years ago." How idle and worthless she must have 
been, all that time I William Goodell, writing on the 19th of 
November last, to the New York Times, quotes from the New 
York Metropolitan Police Report a statement that the " total 
number of aiTests '* in that city, within the year preceding, was 
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" 60,885," and " among these \rere 566 colored persons." He then 
goes on to show that as the colored people were in 1850, by 
actual enumeration, about 2.68 per cent, of the whole population, 
and prol^ably still hold about the same jiroportion, the amount 
of crime disclosed among them is little more than one-third as 
great, according to their niimbers, as that among the whites. 
Almost exactly as .91 to 2.68, or 34 per cent. 

On the second of August, a Convention of colored people 
celebrated, in New Bedford, Mass., the Anniversary of West 
India Emancipation. Many of the Massachusetts papers attest 
the highly respectable character of the 'Convention, and the 
high order of talent and eloquence which it exhibited. A cor- 
respondent of the New York Trihune says it was " a demon- 
stration of their capacity to conduct themselves with propriety, 
to manage pul^iic assemblies Avith success, and to speak with elo- 
quence and humor. ***** Judging by the looks of 
the Convention, thei*e are a great many colored j^eople in the 
cities and towns of this State who are comfortably off in the 
Avorld, enioying many rights and privileges, though still under 
the ban c»f prejudice to a certain extent." We refer to this 
Convention, because we chanced to meet a notice of it while 
the present topic is before us ; and not because it is the only 
one, by many, in which the colored people of the North have 
shown that where the Anti-Slavery movement has secured for 
them, in some good degree, an opportunity to improve them- 
selves, they are rising in intelligence and moral worth, and vin- 
dicating for themselves an honest reputation. We may further 
say, as to the intellectual capability of tlie " inferior race," that 
while Ira Aldridge is astonishing and delighting the most cul- 
tivated minds of Europe, by his triumphs r \q stage ; while 
the young Haitien students, Faubert, Delva, and Duptjy, are 
bearing off the highest or " grand prize of honor," and the first 
prizes in Greek and Latin, from all their white competitors, at 
the concourse, in Paris, of all the colleges of France, and the 
first victor is deemed worthy of a military escort to a public 
dinner with the Minister of Public Instruction, a seat at table 
next a Prince of the Imperial family, and a liberal gift of hand- 
somely bound books from the Emperor himself, (and tokens 
such as these, in France, mean something :) while another col- 
ored man, Girard, Professor in the XJniversity of Paris, is 
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mentioned by the Paris press as " one of the very few laureates 
of the University who have obtained successively at the Sor- 
bonne the two prizes of Rhetoric and Philosophy;" while 
colored men, in our own country, of humbler pretensions and 
less favored by circumstances, are displaying ingenuity and 
inventive power which attract the commendation of scientific 
journals, — as in the case of Dietz's plan for a Broadway rail- 
road ; or which secure certificates of confidence in the utility of 
their inventions from municipal chief magistrates, and induce 
practical men to invest money in realizing their schemes, as in 
the case of the fire-extinguishing apparatus of Aaeon Roberts, 
of Philadelphia, favorably mentioned by the New York Journal 
of Commerce, — to say nothing of the multitude of other indi- 
cations of the black man's capacity for mental culture and 
improvement which are meeting us continually wherever a fair 
chance to test it has been given; the confident deniers of it 
would do well to ask themselves, whether the proofs they think 
he gives of incapacity are due to his fault or their own; 
whether they are not trying to take advantage of their own 
wrong, to justify the continuance and aggravation of the wrong. 



MA2TUMISSI0NS. 

The Slaveholders have not all adopted, yet, Judge Stew- 
abt's doctrine that manumitting Slaves is a great mistake ; for 
instances of manumission have been scattered all along the 
year. Hoping that the number much exceeds our laiowledge, 
we mention such as we have heard of. The fii"st is that of Han- 
nah, a Slave of David Jameson, of Memphis, Tenn., who 
emancipated her last June, in Cincinnati. Next, in July, two 
women and their five children, brought to that city fi'om Louis- 
iana by their masters, were set free in the Court of Common 
Pleas. Also in the Court of Probate, a Mr. Fattlkstek, of Ten- 
nessee, emancipated a woman and her son and daughter. In 
the same month, a woman and her five children, to whom a 
Mrs. Perry, of North Carolina, had, by her will, given freedom, 
and |10,000, were brought to Cleveland, and an arrangement 
was made with Judge Tildbn, of that city, to receive the money 
for them, and assist them in investing it. In August, a Missis- 
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sippi planter, named Motley, emancipated, in the Cincinnati 
Probate Court, a boy whom he acknowledged as his son ; in- 
tending to give him the best education he can in this country, 
and then send him to Europe. September gives us several 
cases. Frrty-nine Slaves from Fayette County, Ky., mostly 
women and children, emancipated by their mistress, were sent 
to a colony of emancipated Slaves, in Green County, Ohio. The 
colony, with this addition, numbers 849. S. S. Gritting, of 
Louisiana, emancipated, in Cincinnati, a woman and her two 
children. "A hard-fibted, rough, white laborer," says the Cin- 
cmnati Gazette, " is in this city to record deeds of emancipation 
for a woman and her [and his] live children. He came from 
Arkansas, leaving there some property, because his conscience 
would no longer allow him to hold his wife in Slavery. He has 
exhausted his ready money," but " is bravely endeavoring to get 
work, even the humblest, prefen-ing freedom and poverty to 
comfortable circumstances in the midst of Slavery " In March, 
one Robert Barnett, of Lincoln County, Ky., emancipated in 
the Cincinnati Probate Court nine male and nine female Slaves, 
a father, mother, and their children, and gi*andchildren, and a 
woman with four boys. " In Covington, before crossing the 
river, he was offered ^20,000 for them, but he quietly remarked, 
' I would not take fifty thousand.' ■ ' Also, in March, in the same 
Court, a young woman, Agnes Wright, " whom no one would 
suspect of having African blood in her veins " was manumitted 
by her master, Reuben Wright, of N^ew Orleans. About the 
same time, Sidney Webb, of Fairfax County, Va., removed 
into Wisconsin, taking with him four Slaves, whom he emanci- 
pated and provided for. In April, eleven Slaves, from K'orth 
Carolina, passed through St. Louis, on their way to Kansas or 
Nebraska, in pursuance of their lately deceased master's will, 
which ordered that they should be taken into one of the Teni- 
toiies, and there be set free, and provided with land enough for 
their support, and all necessary farming implements, A letter, 
written in April, to the Anti- Slavery Standard, speaking of the 
writer's recent visit to ST'irginia, says: "While I was in Freder- 
icksburg, one of its citizens, a man, too, of honorable position, 
was absent in a free State, settling five of his children, and their 
mother. They were all, by Virginia law, Slaves, and he was 
obliged to take them out of the State." 
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IsTeav Legal Doctrines. 

This list of manumissions wuuld have been mucli lengthened, 
probably much more than doubled, but for the new legal doc- 
tiines which Soutliern Courts are introducing to defeat the 
plain, well-known intentions of testators, Avishing to bequeath 
freedom to their Slaves. A case occurred in Georgia, last sum- 
mer, in which the Court decided that a will bequeathmg Slaves 
to a legatee for his life, aud directing that they should after that 
be freed and sent to a Free State, or Liberia, is void under the 
emancipation acts of Georgia, because, in legal contemplation, 
its effect would be the instant liberation of the Slaves in Geor- 
gia, on tennination of their life estate ; which, being contrary to 
the spirit and policy of the laws of Georgia on the subject, is 
not to be allowed. Thus, by a legal fiction, or at best a mere 
abstraction, the Slaves are robbed of freedom, and the master — 
to a south-side view — of power to do Avhat he thinks right or 
best witli his oyn\ lawful property. 

Virginia is taking the same course, lessening the chance of 
Slaves to profit by testamentary gifts of freedom. Her first 
judicial step in that direction, if v/e mistake not, was taken 
near the close of 1857, by a decision on the will of one Poix- 
DEXTER, giving his Slaves "the choice of being emancipated, or 
sold publicly." The questions raised were, whether this was an 
absolute emancipation, or — if dependent on their choice — 
whether they had a legal riglit to choose. The Circuit Court 
deciding that it was an absolute emancipation, and their choice 
need not be asked ; an appeal was taken to the Supreme Coiut 
of Appeals, where it was argued, held under consideration from 
the Spring Tenn to the Fall Term, reargued, and at last decided, 
by three Judges against two, that the will did not emancipate 
the Slaves, but gave them a mere choice between Slavery and 
Freedom ; that their act of election was a condition precedent 
to their becoming free ; that this involved the exercise of civil 
and social rights, and legal capacity ; and that " Slaves have no 
civil or social rights^ no legal capacity to make, discharge, or 
assent to contracts," and therefore cannot " exercise an election 
in respect to manumission \ " and consequently that the negroes 
in this case continued to be Slaves. As this decision, in the 



Ts^yc LEGAL DOCTRIXES. 



81 



words of the Riclimoncl Mnqvlrcr^ "revei'ses the mistaken phi- 
lanthropy of former decisions," — and is not snj^ported, we 
believe, by a single precedent — the Judge who delivered it 
finding it expedient to treat " the question as one to bo. tested 
by the general principles pertaining to the subject, and not as 
one controlled by the influence of a special adjudication" — and 
as two Judges of the live dissented, one in " an able and earnest 
opinion, fully expressing his opposing views," the other with a 
simple refei*ence to preceding cases, as having "settled the 
question in favor of the Slaves ; " there seemed some room for 
doubt whether the new doctrine liad yet acquired the force of 
law. "Under these circumstances," says the Enquirer, "it 
became a matter of great professional interest, and of public 
importance, to knoAV whether the decision of the majority of the 
Court would be acknowledged in any future case, by the dis- 
senting Judges, as binding authority." Tlie earlier decisions 
had been regarded as establishing the point that giving Slaves, 
by will, the choice of Slavery or Freedom, emancipates them ab- 
solutely ; and " under their supposed authority," the Enquirer 
says, " wills had been drawn all over the State." Hence " the 
expected freedom of thousands, to whom election had been 
given, depended upon the decision of this case." 

At the spring term, nearly a year ago, the question was again 
decided, in a case which the Enquirer thinks " the most im- 
portant to the institution of negro Slavery that has been adju- 
dicated since the times of Lord Mansfield." While the 
Poindexter case was pending, axid the law of testamentary 
emancipation stood on it," own basis, a Mrs. Coultek died, 
leaving a large estate, and ninety-six Slaves, whom she had 
meant to free by will. To this end slie had employed one of 
the best lawyers in the county, to expi*ess her intention in due 
legal form; and had submitted his work to a Judge of the Court 
of Appeals, who pro noimced it without flaw. She directed that 
the Slaves be niahumitted on the 1st of January, 1858, and .*i 
sufficient fund be raised from the estate to remove them to, and 
settle tliem in Liberia, or any other Free State or country in 
which they should choose to live ; adding, "if any of them shall 
prefer to remain in Virginia, it is my desire that they shall be 
permitted to select their owners among my relatives." The 
Cu'cuit Court of the County, on a bill filed by the executors 
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asking it to construe the will, decided that the Slaves wei*e 
free, unless tliey declined t^ accept freedom. ISTone of them 
declined ; and it was generally thought that their freedom was 
secure. Only a few years before, the Court of Appeals had de- 
cided that certain Slaves were absolutely emancipated by a will 
directing their emancipation at a designated time, but pro- 
viding that should they *' prefer remaining in the State, they 
can do so by choosing masters to serve diiring the life of the 
person chosen, at vvhose deach they shall have the optiou of 
Freedom or Slavery, by making a second choice ; " — and Mrs. 
(coulter's will vv'as deemed, almost beyond a doubt, the same 
in substance as this, and ^^rtually sustained, of course, by the 
same decision. But Slaveiy has sharp eyes for nice distinc- 
tions, when her title to such a wealth of human bones and m\is- 
cles hangs upon them. A lawyer astute enough to see " that a 
very clear distinction could be drawn betAveen tlie tAvo cases," 
advised an appeal ; and legatees sufficiently unscrupulous and 
selfish to value gain of gold above the rights of the weak and 
poor, above the dying wishes of the relative who had enriched 
them, Avere promjjt to act on the advice ; and the same Judges 
Avho, six months before, " reversed the mistaken philanthropy " 
of their predecessors, again decided in the ojipressor's fevor. 
As in the former instance, three Judges against two sustained 
the appeal. They held the doctrine of the Poindexter case to 
be settled laAv ; that Mrs. Coulter's Avill comes Avithin its oper- 
ation ; and that her ShiA" es, having no legal capacity to niake 
the choice proposed to them, are therefore still in Slavery. " It 
is noAV presumed," the Enquirer says, " that all the Judges will 
hereafter recognize that principle as controlling authority in all 
future cases of the kind." The Richmond Examiner^ with 
Avhich the Enquirer expresses its concurrence, hails the decision, 
Avith evident satisfaction, as having practically decided that 
" Slavery is desirable for the South, desirable for the Slave, and 
right in itself; " and the Enquirer takes it as a declaration, by 
the Supreme Court of Appeals, that the people of Vii-ginia are 
" fully and thoi'oughly in favor of the institution of Slavery." 
It may be worth an incidental mention, that the laAvyer who 
had di'aAvn the AviU, and thus had pledged his faith and honor 
that it should be legally sufficient to effect the testator's inten- 
tion, Avas counsel for the legatees in getting it annulled. 



XEW LEGAL DOCTRINES, 



83 



Among the Slaves tliiis cheated of their freedom by a pro- 
cess with whicli, Ave think, the deeds of common swindlers or 
pickpockets would honorably compare, were five, whose case 
has since awakened at the Korth effective sympathy; Ellen, 
the daughter of a white father, and a mother almost Avhite, and 
her four children, who have also a white father. Her mother^ 
too, was among the victims of the "legal" fraud; but was not 
admitted to the favored gi'oup. Wlien asked by her new mas- 
ter if she would stay on the estate, — which all, it seems, who • 
chose it, Avere alloAved to do, although " incapable of making 
an election," — she so forgot the difference betAvecn a Avoman 
and a chattel, or possibly Avas so unmindful of the " clear dis- 
tinction," AAiiich shrewd laAvyers and grave judges see betAveen 
a robbery Avith forms of hvAV and one Avithout such forms, as to 
let out her burning sense of A^rong and bitter disappointment, 
in the indignant ansAver, " Xo, I Avould sooner die than remain 
with, you another day." So she Avas straightway sold to Ala- 
bama. As Ellen's father Avas a prominent citizen of Fredericks- 
bui-g, and an acquaintance of the planter AA'liom the Virginia 
Court had helped to steal her and her children, the planter, in 
the fulness of liis friendly generosity, offered to soli them, to 
be freed, for |1,000, only tAA'o-fifths of their estimated market 
value. A negro trader bought them, and perinitted Ellen to 
go North and raise the money to redeem them. Her mission 
Avas successful, and they noAV are fi-ee. 

The neAvspapers mention a suit for freedom Avhich has been 
in the Missouri Courts for sixteen yeaj'S. The plaintifl^ Char- 
lotte, claimed as a SlaA'c by one Chouteau, has four times 
gained her cause in the lower Court ; and as often it has been 
appealed. Three times it has been sent back for a ncAV trial ; 
the Supreme Court — if its ruling is correctly stated — seeming 
to shift its groxmd on purpose to defeat her claim ; holdhig the 
Court beloAv to be in error, the first time in decidhig that the 
laAv of Canada concerning Slavery Avas matter for the Court and 
not the Jury to consider ; the second time, hi deciding that it 
Avas for the Juiy and not the Court ; and the third time as the 
first. Decision on the fotu'th appeal is not yet announced. 
The defendant is said to be a millionaire, and yet he cannot 
afford to let one poor woman, whom he calls his property, en- 
joy in peace the right to herself which the Courts award her. 
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Fugitive Slave Cases. 

It will not be thougTit strange that the Slaves are not always 
disposed to wait for either their masters or the Courts to give 
theiu freedom, but sometimes try, instead, to take it for them- 
selves, when opportunity occurs for doing so in a quiet, unobtru- 
sive way. The " Underground Railroad " appears to have been 
doing a large, and generally successful business, during the year. 
We hear of frequent emigrations northward, and of comparatively 
few returns. Indeed, the frequeiicy of self-emancipation by this 
method is one avowed main reason for the movements lately 
made, in several Slave States, to drive out or enslave the free 
colored people. They are suspected of assisting in the secret 
exodus of their brethren from the house of bondage ; and it is 
thought, no doubt, a jirofitable if not a righteous mode of pun- 
ishing that crime, to put the offender in the place which he has 
helped another to vacate. 

, One thing is noticeable, unless we eir, in regard to these 
escapes of Slaves ; that oftener, lately, than in former years, num- 
bers go olF together. Last June, for instance, one Southeni 
paper told of "nine or twelve" who had left Loudon County, 
Virginia, in a body y in August, comes another with the news of 
" ten in one stampede from Barbour County ; " and a week later, 
four are off from Hampshire Countj--. Theu, in November, ten 
escaping from Virginia, were overtaken in Fayette County, 
Pennsylvania, when a desperate fight ensued, and the pursuers 
^vere driven back ; one master owing his return alive to one of his 
own SiaVies in the escaping i>arty, who stepped in to protect him 
from another Slave's attack. The next news of the fugitives — 
no longer Slaves — is of their reaching Canada about the end 
of the month. A company of seventy from Missouri, as the 
Keokuk Gazette informs us, passed on a Sunday morning, near 
the end of March, through Burlington, Iowa, on their way to a 
land of freedom. 

Some instances of narrow escape from recapture are men- 
tioned. One, which occured last spring, in Cincinnati, was of 
" a perfectly white woman " from Kentucky, " so Caucasian in 
appearance," says the Cincinnati Gazette^ that she traveled 
unsuspected on the cars from Lexington. Her master's son and 
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two ov three otiier men pursued, and finding her one Sunday 
evening in the street, i*eturning from a religious meeting with 
several other women, tried to seize her. She resisted stoutly, 
and, while two policemen who came up were remonstratmg with 
the men for " abusing the ladies," she slipped off without wait- 
ing for them to explain, and was next heard of at the Jioi-them 
terminus of the " Underground." Last fall, a man and Ms wife, 
from Missoui'i, were followed to Chicago, and traced to the 
house at which they had stopped ; but they passed out at a back 
door while their pursuers were watching the house, and made 
good their retreat to Canada. In September last, a man escaped 
from Wilmington, North Carolina, by hiding in a vessel bound; 
for some port in Connecticut. When found, he had been twelve 
days on board, linng on " two pounds of crackers and a piece of 
cheese " Arriving shortly after, off the entrance of Mystic 
river, he swam ashore while the captain was gone to find an- 
oflicer in whose charge to place him. The captain Ijastened tO' 
New London to make efforts for retaking him, and haiipening; 
to find him there, brought him at once before a United States. 
Commissioner, at the Custom House. Meanwhile the rumor 
spread, of what was going on ; and Judge Brandegee, of the' 
Police Court, heaiing of it, went to the Custom House, with a. 
large number of prominent citizens; and, on inquiring if the 
negro was a prisoner, was told by the Collector that he had hira 
in charge, as a United States Commissioner. The Judge theu 
asked the negro if he wished to stay there or go free. The 
negro chose to go. "Go then," replied the Judge; andiiE spite- 
of some attempts by the Custom House officials to prevent him,, 
he %oent. Another fugitive from Wilmington has since escaped 
in the same way. Concealed on board a Boston brig, he- had 
been two days out when he was found. The captain, like a law- 
abiding patriot, at once attempted to return ; but the south-west 
wind prevented. He then bore up for Norfolk, Virginia ; but,, 
when within five miles of that port, was met by a gale from 
the north which drove Mm out to sea. The gale abating, he 
renewed the attempt, but head winds and a scarcity of provis- 
ions forced him at last to give it up and pursue his voyage. 
WMle coming up Bbston harbor, the fugitive escaped at night 
to Lovell's Island, and before he was missed had hailed a passing; 
sloop, which took Mm to the city, where he arrived, a fi-eeman. 
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on the 26tli day of December. News that a Slave Tras on the 
brig preceded him, and steps to rescue him were promptly taken. 
Judge Russell issued a writ of habeas corpus, and with the 
sheriff and his posse, went down the harbor and boarded the 
brig; but found that the man had ah-eady sei^ved his own orig- 
inal writ, and taken his body into his own keeping. 

Less fortunate was a poor fellow who attempted to escape in 
like manner from Mobile, last August. He was discovered 
when only a day or two out, and was immediately can-ied back. 
T^e Mobile Megister was touched with a lively sense of the 
merit of the worthy captain, Samuel G. Fairchild, who, 

whether or not he wUl receive that reward which is due him 
jfrom all Slaveholders, has still the satisfaction of feeling that he 
has done all his duty, and even more ; for instead of landing 
the negro at some southern port, convenient on his route, Avhich 
is all the law requires, he returned to the port whence the fugi- 
tive attempted to escape." Sweet is the sense of duty done ! — 
how doubly sweet the consciousness of meritorious works of 
supererogation ! " 0, thrice, yea, four times haj^py," Captain 
Paiechild ! If Mobile dollars pay not thy most generous self- 
sacrifice in bearing back the bondman to his chains, still shall 
the dulcet voice of an approving conscience cheer thee ; and in 
thy silent musings thou shalt hear, perhaps, another voice, in 
accents cleai*, proclaiming, "inasmuch as thou hast done it unto 
one of the ieadt of these, my brethren, thou hasb done it unto 
me." Another instance of alacrity in the discharge of sacred, 
constitutional obhgations must not be left unnoticed. Two 
Slaves, who had escaped to Canada, returned to Cincinnati, 
about the end of August, to show some friends the road to 
freedom. Betrayed by a colored man, whom they had trusted, 
they were seized and dragged, at a lat^e hour in the evening, 
before Commissioner Newhall, who at first demurred to acting 
at so late an hour, but yielded when the Slaveholder insisted on 
his rights ; performed his task with due celerity, and at mid- 
night gave the prey into the spoiler's hand. But, after all, a 
^reat lack of zeal among the northern people, generally, in this 
Union-saving work of Slave-catching, must be inferred fi'ora 
such infi-equency of its perfoiinance, that, though we have 
looked through the journals of the year past with some care, 
we have found mentioned in them only ten or twelve cases of 



FUGITIVE SLA.VE CASES. 



87 



actual reenslavement of lligitives who had reached a Northern 
State. And the process seems expensive, when successM'; for 
we leani from a Virginia paper that it cost two thousand dollars 
to get back a company of seven, last fall, though they were 
taken within thirty miles of where they fled from. The 
chances of success, moreover, in this kind of work, are not appa^ 
rently improving. 

A case was lately tried in Philadelphia, intensely interesting- 
and exciting in its progress, and eminently cheering in its termi- 
nation. One Daniel Webster, claimed as a fugitive Slave frczn 
Virginia, was arrested in Harrisburg, on Saturday morning, 
April second, and conveyed to Philadelphia, where the friends 
of freedom, informed by telegraph of the arrest, were taking- 
measures to contest the claim; engaging able counsel, and 
making all the preparation for a stout defence which their brief 
time and scanty knowledge of the case permitted. For coun- 
sel, they retained Wir. S. Peikce, an ever-ready volunteer for 
such a service ; and George H. Eakle, whose bearing in the 
trial proved that it was for no lack of good will to the work, if 
this was his first ess?y in it ; and Edward Hopper, who, if ever 
man had a legitimate inheritance, inherits a good title to the 
championship of those in danger of enslavement. The captive, 
manacled and guarded by the Marshal and his posse, arrived 
early in the afternoon, when a friend, concerned in his defence, 
was allowed to see and talk with him ui presence of the officers, 
but the privilege which a murderer, awaiting trial would have had, 
of privately confening with his counsel, was denied hiniir. The 
remonstrance of his friend, however, did avail to get his manacles 
removed, and to draw fi'om the Marshal a. sort of 'gruff apology 
for having put them on. He was soon after brought before Com- 
missioner LoNGSTEETH, and the claimant's counsel, BEJiJASiiJir 
H. Brewster, urged a "prompt and summary" disposal of the 
case. The prisoner's counsel asked delay to give them time for 
preparation, and because two of them were called away that af- 
ternoon, by previous engagements, and the thkd was unwilling 
to proceed alone. After some debate, and an affiimation by the 
prisoner's friend, J. M. McKjm, that word by telegraph from Har- 
risburg gave reason to expect important testimony by another 
day, the Commissioner granted a continuance till Monday 
morning. By that time all the city was aroused. The place of 
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trial was densely crowded, and not a hundredth pait of those 
who wished could gain aiimispion. The moral Tvorth and best 
xespectability of Philadelphia were as fully represented as the 
limitation of space allowed. True-hearted men were there, and 
Tiohle women, not a few. Bound by the force of generous feel- 
ing, and clear, strong sense of right, to give the righteous 
•cause what aid tlieir presence and a show of lively sympathy 
<?ould give in its apj^arent peril; to cheer, with what encourage- 
ment they miglit, the drooping spirit of the seemingly doomed 
victim of a wicked law. The well-known Abolitionists of 
Philad«iphia and its neighborhood were there, of course, but 
many more were with them thero, in heart and soul, as well as 
l)ody, LucrBET];A Mott sat at the prisoner's side through all 
the trial. Amo^g the sympathizers with hira, was an aunt of 
the Commissioner. It was plain that if another victim must 
1)6 laid upon the Southern Moloch's altar, at least it should be 
■done before no mean array of witnesses, and with a sense of the 
fesponsibiUty which such an act incurs to public sentiment, as 
well as law. 

Monday forenoon was spent in the reading of the claimant's 
papers, and debating the objections of the prisoner's counsel, 
who were watchful to detect and quick to expose eveiy real or 
apparent flaWj and succeeded in getting one document ruled 
iout. The claimant jvileged that Daniel had escaped in 1854 ; 
sind ia the afternoon brought witnesses to prove this fact, and 
the prisoner's identity. These were all Virginians, and most of 
them, as it came out on cross-examination, had some pecuniary 
interest in the issue. One was a member of the Baptist Church, 
•and thought he had "experienced a change of heait;" was 
conscientious about swearing, so affirmed, instead ; but as his 
testimony showed, was not so scrupulous about lying; for when 
Daniel was arrested he told the bystanders that it was for burg- 
lary — feaiing a rescue if the real cause were known. The wit- 
nesses were positive as to both identity and the time of the 
escape. When the testimony closed, the afternoon being spent, 
the prisoner's counsel asked for an adjouniment. Brewstee ob- 
jected, and again insisted on the claimant's right to a "summary'* 
proceeding; but the Commissioner adjourned to four o'clock 
the next afternoon. "Wlien that time came the scenes within 
iind around the Couit room were the same as on the former 
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day. After some time consmiiefl in settling preliminary ques- 
tions, the witnesses for the defence were called. Tlie first, an 
aged, venerable-looking colored man, a minister in the Ivletlio- 
dist Church, testified that, he had known Daniel in Harrisburg, 
in 1853, and had employed him in the digging of a cellar for a 
house which he had built that year. The dates in a receipt 
book, wliich he presented, corroborated his testimony as to the 
time. He stood a severe cross-examination of two hours and a 
half so admirably well, that even his examiner was constrained 
to say that he believed him to be a truthful and conscientious 
man. The other witnesses confirmed his testimony, with added 
circumstances. Then the ''Commissionei', at Eaizle's request, 
measured the prisoner's lieight, and found it, when his boots 
were on, five feet ten inches; and when, they were off, five 
feet, eight inches and nine-tenths. The claimant's papers 
described a man five feet seven or eight inches high. 

The Commissioner announced that he would close the trial at 
that sitting. Some testimony was given to rebut that of one 
of the prisoner's witnesses, but none which touched the state- 
ments of the first and most important. At half-past twelve, a 
brief recess was takon ; then came the ai'guments of counsel, 
filling up the time till after simrise ; Brewster consuming three 
hours for the claimant, and Eaiile and Peirce about one each 
for the defence. Both sides were ably argued ; but on one it 
was an able stating and applying of the letter of the law, regard- 
less of its moral character ; a shrewd defence of barbarism and 
iniquity embodied in the statute ; on the other, eloquence, and 
logic, and legal acumen, were all informed mth the wann life 
of justice and humanity. Wliile Earle and Peirce drew inspi- 
ration from their cause, which rendtred them its not unworthy 
champions, Brewster could only earn the equivocal praise of 
liaving " made the best of a bad cause." Yes, one thing more 
lie earned — his fee of $200 — and worked cheaply at that, 
taking into the account the wear and tear of manhood hicident 
to such a task. The prisoner's counsel took the ampler com- 
pensation of their vohmtary labor, in coinage such as generous 
hearts appreciate, but no mint scales weigh. And now, the 
conflict over, after a session of fourteen hours, from four 
o'clock on Tuesday afternoon, throughout the whole of which 
the prisoner's friends had been steadfast at their post, and none 
12 
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witli iirmer constancy or more wakeful vigilance and untii-ing 
interest than the bund of faithful women, all were relieved at 
six on Wednesday morning, by an adjournment to four in the 
afternoon, for the rendering of the decision. Meanwhile it was 
awaited "v\'ith intense anxiety. One token of the widely preva- 
lent feeling was exhibited at the mid-day revival prayer meeting, 
in Sansom street, in the suspension, for that day, of the inter- 
dict of " controverted topics," that prayo might be offered for 
the deliverance of Daniel. At four o'clock, the Couit. room and 
the street were thronged ?xgain. AU, for a time, was silence and 
suspense, while the Commissioner was reading his opinion, and 
none dared hope for a favorable conclusion ; but when the end 
began to be foreshadowed, and soon might be anticipated with 
scarce a doubt, hardly could the expression of intense feeling be 
kept down until the last words came ordering the prisoner to 
be discliarged ! — and then rolled out the jubilant acclaim, from 
Ml hearts, pouring forth full -voiced, peal after peal; a signal 
from an open window told the glad tidings to the crowded 
street, which ansv/ered with a roar of exultation ; from street 
to street, from square to square, flashed the electric thrill, and 
all the city was alive with joy. The colored peoj^le called for 
Daniel, and as he came out a free man, they overwhelmed him 
with congratulations, placed him in a carriage standing near, 
removed the horses, and aU -vrho could get near enough laid 
hold and drew him down the street in triumph. So Daniel 
was delivered from the den. God's angels had gone in and 
shut the lions' mouths, and he walked out unhurt, in sight of the 
rejoicing multitudes. 

On Friday evening, a large, enthusiastic and effective meet- 
ing, held in Sansom Hall, improved the occasion to promote 
the interests of the Anti-Slavery cause. A mob attempted to 
disturb the meeting, but was promptly put down by the police. 
Had anything been wanting to the completeness of Wednesday's 
victory, it was now supplied. For the first time, the Philadel- 
phian authorities had put down a Pro-Slavery mob. The 
Philadelphia Female Anti-Slavery Society, which lets no event 
related to our cause go by without a proper pointing of its 
moral, at its next meeting, in the following week, unanimously 
adopted a preamble and resolutions, denouncing the late trial of a 
man on the charge of being a Fugitive Slave, as disgraceful to the 
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city and an insult to the State ; an outrage on humanity and a 
heinous sin against God ; expressing joy at the deliverance of 
Daniel Webster, but regret that it was not because he is a 
man, but only because he was not identified with the Slave the 
claimant sought; commending the Commissioner's restoring 
him to freedom, but csolsm ily remonstrating against his permit- 
ting such a cause to be tried before him, and. his holding an 
office which requires him to execute the infamous Fugitive 
Slave Act ; thanking Messrs. Peirce, and Eaele, and Hoppek, 
wl o without pecuniary recompense had advocated the defend- 
ant's claim to Uberty, with eminent ability and zeal, laboring with 
unwearied assiduity by day and by night in his behalf; alluding 
to the misconduct of the United States officers during the trial, 
and to the subsequent attempt of a mob to wvest the right of 
free speech from the citizens assembled in aii Anti-Slavery 
meeting, showing unmistakably the cowardicd and fury of 
the Slave Power ; and declaring that this attempt to kidnap a 
man " on our CAvn soil," should arouse r. detennination to en- 
deavor to procure the repeal of the Fugitive Slave Statute, and 
to obtain from the State Legislature tbo passage of a low for- 
bidding that Peimsylvania shall be a hunting-ground for Slave- 
catchers. 

Rescues and their Consequences. 

On the 13th of last September, John Rice, a colored man, 
living at Oberlin, Ohio, was decoyed from the village on jsretence 
that he was av anted by one Bovnton, a farmer in the neighbor- 
hood, to dig potatoes. While riding out with Boynton's boy, 
the bearer of the message, he was met a mile or tAvo from toAvn, 
by two Slave-hunters, (who had hired the boy, for $20, to do 
their treacherous errand ;) was hurried off to Wellmgton, the 
nearest station on the Cleveland and Columbus railroad, and con- 
fined in a tavern to await the next train for Columbus. When 
the alai'm reached Oberhn, there was great excitement and an 
eager rush in pursuit. People along the road and in Wellington 
joined the pursuers ; the tavern was surrounded, and a Justice 
of the Peace, with several assistants, went in to hold a pai'ley 
with the kidnappers. They found the colored man in the keeping 
of a Deputy Marshal of the United States, named Low^e, and his 



92 



BEPOET. 



assistant, Davis, and two Kentuckians, Jf^^^^ings and Mitchell, 
who claimed him as a rmiaway Slave of on-? Bacost, of Iventucky. 
The Marshal showed a warrant from a United States Commis- 
sioner in Columbus, for the an-est of Bacon's Slave ; but as 
Commissioner and Marshal both were of the Southern District 
of Ohio, neither had any legal authority in Oberlin or Welling- 
ton, which are within tlie N orthern District. Jenmngs had a 
pOAver of Attorney from Bacon, to take his Slave, but it does 
not apj>ear that he exhibited it. After an hour or two of par- 
ley, the out-door crowd becoming impatient and clamorouy, the 
Slave-hunters, fearing for themselves, gave up their captive, who 
was rapidly conveyed to parts unknown. 

On the 6th of December, the Grand Jury of the United 
States District Court, sitting at Cleveland, indicted thirty-seven 
alleged participators in the rescue ; a few of Wellington, but 
most of Oberlin. Arriong them were Professor Peck, of Obei- 
lin College, several Theological students, and others of the most 
respectable citizens. The traitor, Boynton, was a member of 
the Grand Jury. On the morning of the 8th, obedient to a 
summons of Marshal Johnson, who had not thought it needful 
to arrest them, those of the indicted who reside in Oberlin went 
to Cleveland to appear in Court, cheered loudly at their depart- 
ure by a crowd of men and women gathered at the station to 
show them sympathy. The Mayor and a number of the princi- 
pal citizens volunteered to go Avith them, and see them comfort- 
ably quartered or safely returned. In Cleveland, too, they 
met expressions of warm sympathy and approval. Four able 
lawyers volunteered to defend them without charge, — Hon. R. 
P. Spaulding, Hon. A. G. Riddle, S. 0. Griswold, and F. T. 
Backus ; of whom the first is said to stand nearly or altogether 
at the head of the Cleveland bar, in age, experience, legal learn- 
ing, and ability, and weight of personal and professional charac- 
ter. At 2 P. M. they were arraigned, and asked an immediate 
tiial-; but the prosecutor was ;aot ready, — wished for time to 
send to Kentucky for witnesses. Judge Spaulding strenuously 
opposed delay, but a continuance was granted ; and the 
prisoners, refusing to give bail, were discharged on their own 
recognizances to appear at the March Term. One of the ac- 
cused, who, before the notice of his indictment came to Ober- 
lin, had gone to take a school in Franklin County, was there 
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arrested in the afternoon of January 14th, by the feiloTV, Dj\,vis, 
who was with Lowe at Wellington; was manacled, In presence 
of his pupils, though he told the ruffian he should make no 
resistance ; thrown into the Columbus jail and kept there until 
3 o'clock next morning, without food or opportunity — for which 
he asked — to communicate with his friends in the city ; and 
then was taken to Cleveland, where the Judge at once dis- 
charged him on his own recognizance. 

The trials were commenced on the 5th of April, beginning 
witli the case of Simfon Bushnell, driver of the wagon in 
which John rode of^, after the rescue. From what the Oberiin 
JEmngelist says of the composition of the jury, we gather that 
the Marshal who had summoned it had fully done his part to- 
wards ;i conviction. "Gathered from the northern half of 
Ohio, it exhibits, out of sixteen names on the panel, only one 
from the Keserve. Taken from a district which numbers tens 
of thousands of Anti-Slavery men, and which is, by an over- 
whelming majority, Republican in politics, it has, so far as we 
liave ascertained, neither an Abolitionist nor a Republican on 
the list," If this result came not of careful culling, was ever 
chance so marvellous before? The opening of the case, and 
the hearing of testimony occupied six or seven days, and the 
arguments of counsel, about three. The District Attorney un- 
dertook to prove that John was Bacon's Slave r' that Jennings, 
and not Lowe, had him in charge, holding him under the valid 
power of attorney, not under the void warrant, and that the 
rescuers were informed of this, and thei-eforo took him know- 
ingly from legal custody. Bat the evidence failed to sustain 
his allegations. His witnesses testified to having shown their 
papers, but did not say lohat papers ; while those to whom they 
were shown testified that the only paper exhibited to them was 
the warrant in Lowe's hands, that the power of attorney was 
not spoken of, and that Lowe, not Jennings, acted as John's 
keeper. A doubt of the validity of the power of attorney, too, 
was raised, because of informality in execution. Nor was the 
proof as to identity beyond a question. Jennings and Mitch- 
ell swore, indeed, that John was the Slave referred to in the 
papers, but the power of attorney described a copper-colored 
man, five feet eight or ten inches high, weighing a hundred and 
sixty or a hundred and eighty pounds ; and it was testified that 
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Joiin was black, five feet four or five inclies high, weighing a 
hundred and thirty or a hundred and forty pounds. 

The counsel for tlie defence distinctly took the ground of 
"Higher Law," saying, " however men may sneer at it, they 
must submit to it or perish," and "no man who repudiates it 
can be a good citizen or an honest man." Judge SpAirLDiNG 
argued that the Fugitive Slave Acts of Congress are unconsti- 
tutional ; that the ruling of the present Supreme Court on cer- 
tain questions touching Slavery is against all law and prece- 
dent, and the exorbitant power of that Court is dangerous to 
State and individual rights. He did not argue thus, he said, 
expecting to afi^ct the Judge's ruling in this case but to show 
liis ov.Ti position, and to agitate till right is done. His clients 
were not alone in opposing the Fugitive Slave Law. Within a 
few years the District Attorney had sought his aid to get a 
nomination for Governor of Ohio, on the ground of opposition 
to this law. It was denounced as unconstitutional, tyrannical, 
and oppressive, and the fullest resistance to it was pledged, in 
resolutions unanimously adopted by a large, eithusiastic meet- 
ing held in Cleveland, in September, 1850. On the Committee 
which reported them, " was his Honor, now sitting as Judge of 
this Court." 

The sympathy of the numerous spectators of the trial was evi- 
dently and strongly with the prisoners. Riddle was loudly ap- 
plauded when he said, with hearty emphasis, that, law or no law, 
if the fugitive should come to him for succor and protection, he 
should have them to the fullest extent, so help him the living 
God ! When the District Attorney threatened to commit the 
applauders if the demonstration were repeated, Judge Spatj lding 
promptly avowed and justified his ovm participation m it, and 
declared his readiness to meet the consequences. 

In the forenoon of the 15th, the case was given to the jury 
with a charge, at the request of Mr. Backus, that, in order to 
convict, it was necessary to find it proved by the prosecution 
that John was held under the power of attorney, and not by 
the waiTant. But the well-selected jury knew wherefore they 
were chosen; and in the afternoon brought in a verdict of 
"Guilty." 

The case of CsAiiLES H. Lakgstoit was next called ; and it 
now came out that the Judge and District Attorney purposed 
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to tiy all the cases by the same jury; which — as the main facts 
in all the cases were the same — had already, by its verdict, an- 
nounced that its mind was made upon all the prominent points 
at issue. The piisoner's counsel protested against such a course, 
as an "unheard-of outrage," and " a mockery of justice." The 
Court persisting, Spaulding said the accused would call no 
witnesses, and make no defence before such a jury, " Then," 
repUed the District Attorney, " I ask the Court to order these 
men into the custody of the Marshal;" — which was immedi- 
ately done. At the demand of their counsel, their recognizances 
were then canceled, and the Court adjoimied to Monday, the 
18th. As the prisoners declined to give bail, or enter recog- 
nizances, or even accept the Marshal's offer to let them go 
home on their simple promise to return on Monday morning ; 
f?aying, with thanks for his courtesy, that since the District At- 
torney had placed them in his custody, they Avould stay there 
till reheved in due course of law ; they were at once conducted 
to the county jail. The sheriff, after consultation with the 
County Commissioners, consented to receive them, not as pris- 
oners, but as guests, and gave them such accommodations as 
Ms sitting-room and chambers could afford. 

On Monday the contest v/as renewed about the jmy. Judge 
Spauldikg challenged the array, and after some time spent in 
the controversy, the Judge gave way and ordered a new jury, 
which the Marshal at once proceeded to empanel. From what 
w^e learn, it seems to have been as judiciously select as its pre- 
decessor. 

While Langston's trial was proceeding, measures were in 
progress to give the contest a ncAv aspect. Judge Spaulding, 
on the 21stj applied to the Supreme Court of Ohio for a ^vrit of 
habeas eorjius on the jirisoners' behalf; claiming that the laAV 
is unconstitutional under which they are imprisoned, and that 
the State Court owes protection to the citizens of Ohio, against 
infringements of their liberty by the Federal Judiciary. The 
Court immediately granted a rule upon the Marshal, which was 
served the next day, to show cause why the writ should not 
issue. The Marshal was enraged, and openly declared that 
neither would he, nor should the Sheriff, ever take the prisoners 
to Columhus ; but it was decided, on consultation of the Federal 
■officials, that the District Attorney should appear before the 
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State Court, and oppose the issuing of tlie writ. Before the 
service of the rule, the Marshal had been told, bj; telegraphy 
that; it was coming; and knowing that if a habeas corpus should 
be grautedj the Sheriff would obey it with alacrity, he sought 
to get the prisoners back into his own hands. By trick and" 
false pretence he succeeded with Bushnbll, and kept him ille- 
gally confined in his own room, the Sheriff refusing to give up 
the mittimus on which the prisoner had been put into his keep- 
ing, and claiming him as legally his prisoner still. 

On the 25th and 26th the application for the habeas corpus 
was argued at. Columbus, and on the 28th the Court unani- 
mously decided to refuse it, on the ground that as none of the 
prisoners had yet been sentenced, the cases were still pending 
in the United States Court, and it was not to be presumed, 
until an actual decision, that injustice would be done to the 
parties there. This left the question, open stiU, whether the 
Court would grant the writ, if asked for, after sentence. 
Whether because the habeas corpus was refused, or fearing pos- 
sible unpleasant consequences of his illegal procediu'e, the 
Marshal soon after restored BusHiNiaL to the Sheriff,, Mean- 
while, the case acquired another compHcation. Shortly before 
the trials were commenced, the Grand Jury of Loraui County 
unanimously indicted jEifNijfGs, Mitchell, Lowe, and Davis, 
for an attempt to kidnap Johk Rice. Lowe was arrested on 
the fourth of April, wMIe on his way to Cleveland, and was 
held to bail in $1000 to appear for trial in the Lorain Court, on 
the 17th of May. On the 22d of AprU, Jei^nings and Mitch- 
ell being then in Cleveland to testify against the rescuers, the 
Deputy Sheriff of Lorain went thithi^r with wan-ants to ai-rest 
them. To save them from aiTest, the District Judge committed 
them to the Marshal's custody as witnesses, and they wei-e 
locked up in his room in the intermissions of the sitting of the 
Com*t. On the 25th, the Marshal raised and swore in a posse 
of fibout oiie himdred deputies, to aid — it was suspected — in 
carrying out some plan for the escape of the Kentuckians. 
But, if such was his design, it was baffled by the vigilance of 
the Lorain Sheriff, who set a guard around the Federal building 
and kept watch upon it day and night, while a strong force was 
held in readiness to support the guard, if . neoiiful. On the 
fifth of Maj, the Marshal received a letter from Atto?:ney Gen- 
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eral Black, directing him, in case the State Court should issue 
a writ of habeas coi-pus for the prisoners, " to resist it at all haz- 
ards, and by every means in his jDO-wer." That night the United 
States war steamer Michigan came into the harbor of Cleveland 
with a force of 70 to 100 marines on board. 

On the sixth of May, four of the rescuers, from Wellington, 
were persuaded by the Marshal to plead " guilty," and throw 
themselves on the mercy of the Court. The District Attor- 
ney apologized for them, that they had been misled by the 
Oberlin " Higher Law • fanatics ; " and they were sentenced to 
pay a fine of twenty dollars, and the costs, and be imprisoned 
twenty-four hours. The Oberlin men ail stand firm, and show 
no signs of yielding. Large public meetings have been held at 
Oberlin and elsewhere, to cheer them ^vith exi>ressions of the 
wannest sympathy and heartiest approval, and to denounce the 
tyrannical and unjust conduct of the prosecution. The Oberlin 
meeting also resolved " that we will not forget the families of 
our friends, who have been called to suflfer for their work of 
righteousness, and we tender them our sjmpathy, and will share 
with them our material sui3plies, while deprived of their natural 
providers." A Committee was appointed to inquire into the 
wants of all who were thus deprived. 

The trial of Wm. M. Connelly, in the United States District 
Court, at Cincinnati, on the charge of harboring and secreting 
Fugitive Slaves, ended the 22d of last May in his being sen- 
tenced to ten dollars fine and twenty days imprisonment. 
While in prison he was visited by troops of friends, eager to 
show approval of what he had done. The members of the 
Unitarian Conference, then in session in Cincinnati, went in a 
body to see him, and to testify, as they did, in strong terms, 
their abhorrence of the law which had condemned him for a 
humane and Christian act. When his term expired, a torch-light 
procession of between two and three thousand Germans, with 
enthusiasm unabated by a drenching rain, escorted him from 
the jail to the Turners' Hall, where music and speeches filled 
up the hours of a festive evening. Not the least spicy part of 
the entertainment seenis to have been Connelly's showing 
that the " crime " for which he had been punished, was but a 
following of instructions given by the prosecutor himself ten 
years bejPore. He read extracts from a paper edited, in 1847-8, 
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by the prosecuting Attorney, in which the duty of assisting 
Fugitive Slaves was urged. 

On. the 28th of May, a New York schooner, T. S. Lovtsxand 
master, homeward bound from Isle of "Wight, Va., wa& seized 
in the James Eiver, by the authorities of Norfolk, for having a 
Fugitive Slave coriee4ed on board ; the Slave was sent back to 
bondage, and the captain and crew were thrown into prison to 
await examination. They were examined by the Court,, in Isle 
of Wight county, on the 6th, 7th, and 8th of July ; and proved, 
by testimony of "gentlemen of the highest standing" — so 
says the Norfolk Argus, all whose eyes were of com-se wide' 
open to watch the trial, — that they were men of "exemplary 
character;" that is, not that they were honest, upiight,, gener- 
ous, humane ^ — it does not seem to have been thought needful 
to speak of qualities like these — but that they were notoriously 
Pro-Slavery ; had, both North and South, defended " Southern 
rights" against the "Black Republicans," and " were ready to- 
do so to the last extremity." The captain " had been often 
heard to say that if the Black Republicans should divide the 
Union, he would go South to live." This evidence, as it mani- 
festly should, convinced the Coui't and everybody else that they 
had had no part in the dark chattel's criminal attempt to become 
a man. They were released on veiy moderate bail — 6100 each 
— and would, the Argxis thinks, haVe been at once acquitted,, 
iiad the Court been sitting as a jury. But in this testimony 
and its consequences, one of the schooner's men was not 
included, — the black cook. After the trial of the whites, he 
was brought in and "made a full confession." He said he was 
only nineteen years of age, and heaiing from the brother of the 
Slave how badly he was treated, his feelings were so wi'ought 
upon that he agreed to run him off to New York. Without the 
knowledge of another soul on board, he hid him in the fi)J!ecastle. 
Whether the youth of the offender, or the unselfish motive of 
his act, or his honest frankness in exonerating his white compan- 
ions, or all these considerations together moved the Court to 
unwonted clemency, the Argus does not say. It tells us orily 
that "the black cook was sent to the penitentiary for ten years.'* 
Subsequently the captain and white crew were acquitted, but 
the vessel was condemned and sold. 
On the 6th of last June, Wm. B. Baylis, of Wilming- 
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ton, Delaware, sailed on his home-ward voyage from Peters- 
burg, Virginia, in a small schooner of which he was master. 
Five Slaves being missed in Petersburg on the same day, Bay- 
Lis was susijected of having helped them off. The next day, a 
party with an officer and a search warrant follcived, on a steam- 
boat ; overtook and boarded the schooner, and by a strict search 
found aU the missing Slaves ; put them and Capt. Baylis and 
his mate — who made up his whole crew — on board the steam- 
boat ; then took the schooner in tow and returned to Peters- 
burg. A dense and highly excited crowd met them at the 
landing, and greeted the captives with fierce outcries of vindic- 
tive rage. Hardly could the Mayor and poKce protect them 
from the popular fmy till they were lodged in jail. The Slaves, 
whose voyage towards freedom had ended so disastrously, were 
at once sun'eudered to their masters. One of them said that he 
was on his way to join his wife in New York, whither she had 
previously escaped. Another had akeady engaged a situation 
as a waiter in a hotel in Canada, Capt. Batlis was tried on the 
10th, before the Circuit Court, convicted on five separate counts, 
one for each Slave he had tried to rescue, and sentenced to eight, 
years' imprisonment for each, or forty years in all ; in effect, to 
imprisonment for life. His wife is vhtually made a widow, and 
his children fatherless. The grave has sAvaUowed him alive. 
And this is what Slaveholdiag legislators and Slaveholding 
judges call justice ! The London Daily JVews, commenting on 
this sentence, says, " whenever Americans assemble on the 4th 
of July, or any other day, it must surely be felt as a national 
disgrace and misfortune that any of their gi"oup of republics 
should in this age resort to severities of punishment, for a con- 
ventional offence, for which the most retrograde State in Europe 
would be despised and reprobated." The mate was afterwards 
acquitted and discharged, as it appeared that he knew nothing 
of the attempted escapes, until the search revealed the fugitives. 

Near the end of July, Hugh Hazelett, of Dorchester 
County, Maryland, was arrested in Caroline County, with seven 
Slaves who had escaped from Dorchester a week before. They 
were all brought to Cambridge, where, as the Cambridge Dem- 
ocrat informs us, the large and indignant crowd assembled at 
tha news of their anival, " with great forbearance " kept itself 
"fi'om lynching Hazelett on the spot; " and he was taken to the 
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jail "and there chaimd to the floor ^ to wait until it shall be seen 
what course the law will take in the case." William Brodie, 
a colored seaman from New York, convicted in Darien, Georgia, 
of helping Slaves to escape, was sold, last fall, into Slavery for 
sixty-five years, for the amount of fine and costs imposed upon 
him. Three free colored men, convicted in the Circuit Court of 
Frederick County, Maryland, a few weeks later, were sentenced 
to be sold out of the State, as Slaves for life. About the latter 
part of November, Richard Cale, a free colored man living near 
Port Penn, Delaware, convicted of aiding the escape of a Slave 
woman, was sentenced to be whipped, to pay the cost of prose- 
cution, and to be sold for seven years within or out of the 
State. 

When John G. Fee, of Kentucky, became an Anti-Slavery 
man, he purchased of his father the woman who had nursed him 
in his infancy, and set her free. For four years past she has lived 
in Clermont County, Ohio; but several of her children — bom 
before her liberation. — and her grandchildren are still Slaves in 
Kentucky. For attempting to rescue them from Slavery, she 
was arrested on the 18th of October last, in Bracken County, 
Kentucky, and kept in the county jail until the 3d of March ; 
when she was brought to trial. The jury, after bemg out but 
twenty minutes, pronounced her guilty ; and she was sentenced 
to three years in the penitentiary. Such is Kentucky law, for the 
woman who asserts her claim to her own ofi*spring. A free col- 
ored man in Washington, the husband of a Slave woman, and 
whose children are consequently Slaves, was imprisoned in that 
city— -the nation's capital — about the first of February, on a 
charge of having harbored his own son, reared by himself while 
the mother was at work for her master. The boy, having be- 
come old enough to earn money for his " owner," whom he has 
cost not even the expense of " raising," was put out to service — 
the receiver of bis wages never thinking, we presume, how un- 
utterably mean is such a picking of the pockets of industrious 
poverty — but awhile after, it is said, went back for a few days 
to his father, who is accused of having actually fed and sheltered 
him. For this crime he is held to answer, having been released, 
on bail, in the sum of $2000. 



SOUTHEKN LAAVLESSNESS AND BAEBARiSjiJ:. IQl, 

SouTHEBX Lawlessioiss ajsd Baeb^ismj ; , e . 

The last year, like its predecessors, has brought us fi-equent 
revelations of the barbarizing influence of the "peculiar system;" 
and of its tendency to practically annul all law which is not the 
instrument of its own wickedness, the guarantee of i1,s assumed 
" rights," or at least the tacit confessor of its supremacy. A few 
of these we notice. 

Rev. J. A. Todd, minister of the Dutch Refonned Church in 
Tarrytown, N. Y., in a letter to the New York Tribune, pub- 
lished nearly a year ago, relates some incidents of an excursion in 
the South from which he had then recently returned. Mr, Todd 
is not an Anti-Slavery agitator. Though he "has no sympathy 
with Slavery," and " hopes that a if ise Providence will funiish 
means to bring it to an end,-' yet he disajjproves the doctrines 
and measm-es of Northern Abolitionists, and has " always op- 
posed the introduction of the Slavery dispussion into the Tract 
Society." Thus he expressed himself at the South, but not ob- 
trusively, only m courteous response to the direct questioning of 
Southern men, in private and familiar conversation. But all 
his moderation of opinion and gentlemanly demeanor did not 
save him from repeated insult, or hinder him from reaching the 
conclusion, by his " own experience and observation," that, on 
the Southei-n seaboard, "the negroes and the whites, so far as re- 
lates to the enjoyment of free speech, are all Slaves together." 
In Augusta, Ga., some civil answers, which he made to ques- 
tions put to him, raised such a stir that a Committee the 
citizens was appointed to infoi-m him that he " must not express 
any more such sentiments while in that city." At Charlotte, 
N. C, wliile conversing one afternoon with two men who had 
invited liim to their office, he dissented, in reply to one of them, 
from the doctrine that the Bible sanctions Slavery ; when the 
other, a Presbyterian deacon, too, rudely commanded Mm to 
leave the office. In the evening he was waited on, first by the 
Marshal of the place, sent, as he said, by the authorities and 
citizens ; then by a mob of thirty or forty persons ; and told 
that he must leave Charlotte in the train which would pass at 
half past one, that night. He had intended to go by a train 
four hours later, and adhered to that intention. In the parley 
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lie waq.JtoJd, Xh.s^% nothing would be allowed to be said there 
agaiHst SlayeEy, <?ven in private. 

In the excitement caused by the discovery of a Slave on 
Loveland's schooner, the citizens of N orfplk drove from that 
city Capt. Willbtt Mott and Wm. DAJifjrEifBUKG, and ordered 
the removal thence of two colored men, EDMXiiifD White and 
George "Washikgtoit, on suspicion, or pretence of suspicion^ 
that they had helped the escape of Slaves. Mott sent his wife- 
and children to New York, but went himself ta Richmond, to- 
take advice of coimseL After nearly five months spent in vaiii 
endeavors to procure a guarantee of protection, now from the 
authorities of Norfolk, and now from the Governor of the S^ate,. 
— olfeiing to abide a trial, either judicial or by a Coromittee of 
citizens, — he ventured, on the 13th of Octobei*, to return to- 
Norfolk, 'hoping to be allowed to stay and take care of his 
abandoned property. Btit before the day had passed, the signa 
of purposed violence became so manifest, that he yielded to the 
urgent co,unsels of his friends, fled from the city, and joined his 
family in New York. 

Jasles L. Bowees, a worthy Anti-Siaverj' man and peacea- 
ble " Friend," living in Kent County, Md., was decoyed from 
his house, late at night, on the 23d of June, by a call for help 
from a man pretending to have broken his carriage ; was seized 
as he came into the road, by a gang of ruffians, taken to the 
woods half a mile distant, stripped and tarred and feathered, 
and commanded to leavj the State in twenty-four hours. JIi& 
wife, who hastened to his aid on hearing his outcry, was re- 
pelled with violence and insult while endeavoring to save hun ; 
though her condition should have shielded her from the rude- 
ness even of ruffianism itself. The gang then finished their 
night's work by tarring and feathering a poor, old, dwarfish, 
wayfaring colored woman, " scarcely weighing fifty pounds," — 
says the Maryland paper which records the chivalrous exploit, 
with evident approval, — and severely flogging a free negro in 
whose house they found her. The potent reason for this dis- 
play of Southern manliness was that the old woman " leads a 
migratory life," and "her advent has been followed" more than 
once "by the escape of Slaves." 

Instead of obeying the command to leave the State, Mr. 
BowEBS wsnt to Ohestertown, the county seat, and lodged com- 
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plaint against the authors of the outrage, and was put cnder 
bo^ds to appear and testify at the October Tenn. At the call 
•of the State's Attorney, who assured him of protection, he re- 
turned, on the i4th of Octobei', to the neighborhood whence 
he had been diiven, to attend to the prosecution of his com- 
plaint. The Slaveholders, hearing of it,, held a conclave at the 
county seat., and conspired to take him from the cotmty before 
the sitting of the Court, which was to begin on the 18th. That 
day, at early dawn, a mob of more thah thii'ty, anned with guns 
and pistols, and led by a member of Congress, J. B. Ricaud, sur- 
rounded his sister's house, where he was stopping with his wife, 
who had given birth to a child two days before. Though told 
of her feeble state, the mob prepared to force an entrance, and 
threatened to tear down the house unless he v/ould come out. 
Under solemn promises of protection he consented to go with 
them, and was taken to the nearest railroad station, guarded 
by the Congressman and seven of his associates, fully armed, 
and put on board a train for "Wilmington, Del., whence he went 
to riiiladelphia. 

In the fall of 1857, an old man named Bell, and his son, 
were kidnapiied in Harrison County, la., and taken to Bran- 
denbui'g, Kentucky, and there ai-rested on a warrant, charged 
with having secreted runaway Slaves. They lay in prison nine 
■or ten months, waiting the convenience of their captors to biing- 
them to trial. A Colonel Marsh, of Harrison County, who had 
interested himself to procure their release on bail, was shot 
down in the street of Brandenburg, and his murderer permitted 
to escape. Last summer, two sons of Bell, Horace and Johk, 
returned from California; and one day about the first of August, 
when the jailor of Brandenburg and most of the citizens were 
absent at a barbecue, entered the town at mid-day, obtained the 
keys of the prison from the jailor's wife, released their father and 
brother, and took them home in safety. The citizens of Bran- 
denburg offered a large reward for the rescuers. On the 23d 
<of October, Horace Bell was called, by some occasion, to New 
Albany, la., while the citizens were mostly out of town attend- 
ing the County Fair ; when he was set upon by five or six men 
from Louisville, Ky., dragged to the ferry-boat, which was in 
waiting — the few who saw the assault being told he was ar- 
rested for murder — and hurried to Kentucky. There he was 
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manacled, conveyed to Brandenburg, and tlience, for fear of a 
rescue, to some jilace of confinement further from the river. The 
people of the Indiana shore, highly excited, took energetic 
measures for his liberation. A steamboat from New Albany, 
with a large armed party and a swivel on board, anchored be- 
fore Brandenburg on the 28th, and a delegation went on shore 
to hold a parley. A meeting of the citizens was called, and a 
Committee chosen to confer with the Indianians, who threat- 
ened to blow up the jail unless satisfactory terms were made. It 
was at last agreed that Bell should be released on nominal 
bail, to be given by citizens of Brandenburg, and that the Gov- 
ernor of the State should be petitioned to quash all proceed- 
ings against the Bells. The next day, Bell returned to New 
Albany, and was welcomed Avith much enthusiasm. 

Dr. Francis Lieber, the well-known editor of the American 
Encyclopedia, and for a long time Professor of Political Econo- 
my and Moral Science in a South Carolina College, was driven 
from South Carolina, last summer, on account of an Anti-Slavery 
article which he published fifteen or twenty years ago, in the 
Encyclopedia. Last fall, Samuel Career, a minister of the 
the Dunker denomination, being on a visit to his friends in East 
Tennessee, accepted an invitation to preach there, and in his 
sermon incidentally alluded to Slavery as coming xmder the 
head of oppression, but said it was a subject on which he did 
not feel at liberty to speak. He was arrested and fined f 234, 
though the church to which the sermon was preached unani- 
mously testified that he did not preach specially against Slavery. 
The Richmond South mentions the imprisonment of a man 
named Crawford, living in Prince William County, Va., in 
the early part of last winter, accused of having avowed himself 
an Abolitionist, said that a negro, who behaved well, was as 
good as he, and denied the right of property in Slaves. A lady 
fr'om Brooklyn, N". Y., spending the winter in Aiken, S. C, in 
company with a sick daughter who required a mild climate, 
■spoke, in a letter to her brother at the North, of the evils of 
Slavery, as she saw them. The letter was published, and a copy 
pomehow reached Aiken. The citizens met and chose a 
coiiimittee to discover the writer. To save fi'om threatened 
violence a gentleman who was suspected, the lady avowed the 
authorship, but said she was not privy to the publication. She 
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^K-as peremptorily cominanded to leave the place in forty-eight 
hours. In vain she pleaded for more time on account of her 
sick daughter, or to obtain the escort of her husband. The 
landlord of the hotel was harsher still. He ordered her and her 
sick child to leaye his house in half an hour. How they accom- 
plished their departure from among the savages we do not 
learn, but, a few days after, her husband having heard by letter, 
of their situation, met them at Columbia, on theii* homeward 
way. A Mr. Hazard, of Providence, E. I., described as an amia- 
ble, quiet man, and an invalid withal, was rudely assaulted by 
the notorious Slave Trader, La-mae, threatened with tar and 
feathers, and driven from Savannah, Ga., a few weeks ago, upon 
the allegation, whether true or false we know not, that he had 
written to a Rhode Island paper an accoixnt of the sale of the 
VTanderer, containing what Lamae pronounced false state- 
ments. THOJtAs B. YoTJNG, " an estimable gentleman," of Phila- 
delphia, eminently "conservative" on the Slave question, was 
lately sent to Mississippi to arrest a citizen of Holly Springs, in 
that State, who had defrauded certain Philadelphia merchants 
of several thousand dollars. Armed with the proper papers, a 
requisition from the Governor of Mississippi being one, he 
reached the place in the latter part of March, and took the 
man ; but the people in a body refused to give him up, and 
with threats of violeucp compelled the messenger to burn his 
papers in their presence, and give a bond to leave the State 
immediately, and never to return. The reason they alleged for 
this procedure, was — -unfortunately a lie — that Philadelphia 
refuses to suiTender Fugitive Slaves. Not far from the same 
time, one Caetee, who by false pretences had obtained a quan- 
tity of goods from a Philadelphia fii-m, was arrested in Ala- 
bama, by an officer sent fi-om Pennsylvania, and was taken to 
Huntsville. There the mob rose and rescued him, with fdrious 
threats, defying ail resistance ; and, the next day, drove from 
Hunts^^lle the only man who had interfei-ed to protect the 
officer. The provocation, in this case, was the attempt to pun- 
ish Shaw, in Pittsburg, for kidnapping Feeris, claimed as a run- 
away Slave from Alabama. 

On the 11th of March, the Arkansas Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church i^Torth met, according to appoint- 
ment, at Bonham, the County seat of Fannin County, Texas. 

14 
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TIlis roused the ire of the Slaveholders in that region; for 
though the Methodist Church North is far enough from, a right 
position as to Slavery, yet, as it does not explicitly concede the 
rightfulness of the system, but still has in its discipline a por- 
tion, much diluted, of the testimony borne by early Methodism 
against "the smn of all villanies," the .morbid** sensitiveness of 
Pro-Slavery ultraism sees in it only peril and annoyance. So, 
on the 12th, the citizens of Fannin met ; a formidable array of 
titled dignitaries, judicial, military, and ecclesiastical, lending 
what dignity and weight long-handled names could lend to the 
assemblage. Speeches were made, and resolutions unanimously 
adopted, denouncing the Methodist Church North as " a secret 
foe," and its ministers as emissaries of Northern Abolitionists ; 
declaring that their preaching must be stopped, peaceably or by 
force ; j)roposing " to memorialize the Legislature " for " a law 
to punish the utterance of such seditious sentiments " as they 
hold ; warning the Bishop and ministers that the continuance of 
their Conference vrould endanger the peace of the community, 
and pledging the meeting "to suffer no jsublic expression of 
AboUtion doctrmes in that county to go Tinijunished." A Com- 
mittee of fifty was apj)ointed to wait on the Conference the 
next day — Svmday — read the resolutions, and "order the dis- 
continuance of their meetings in this county henceforth and for- 
ever." At the head of this Committee was a judge who " was 
never in favor of mob law," but thought it " necessary that the 
people should take some decisive measure." On Sunday 
morning the mob Committee went to do its office. Entering 
the place of worship as the Bishop was about to begin his 
sermon, it made known, through its judicial chairman, the pur- 
port of the resolutions. After some pai'ley and some threaten- 
ing, the Bishop was permitted to conclude the services already 
begun ; but was told that thereafter no meetings of his asso- 
ciates would be tolerated in that region. After the sermon, the 
Conference considered what should be done. It was decided 
that the members would at once return to their several stations 
and cu*euits, and abide by the decision of their people. If the 
people should say, " stay and preach," then they would do so ; 
if otherwise, they would yield. 

Among the items of news scattered through the papers of the 
past year, we find mention of the marder of several Slaves by 
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tlieir masters,'mistresseSj or other white persons, generally with 
circumstances of aggravated cruelty ; or of trials for such mur- 
dersj committed in former years ; hnt in no instance have we 
seen an account of the punishment of the murderer. In some 
cases, the accused were still awaiting trial ; in others, trial had 
resulted in acquittal, directly in the face of clear and comanc- 
ing evidence. One of this latter class was that of three men, 
tried in Gates county, N". C, about the middle of October, for 
the horribly cruel killing of a Slave m the preceding August. 
The narrator of the case, a correspondent of the New York Tri- 
bune, writing from the place of trial, says : "not a year passes with- 
out some cases of this nature Anthin this State." Another was 
tiied at Fayette\dlle, N. C, in November, for a similar murder, 
in which three or four white men were concerned, a year and a 
lialf before. But yet more striking exhibitions of the jDrevalent 
barbarism of the Slave land, are given in instances from time to 
time occurring, of the public burning alive of Slaves guilty or 
suspected of such crimes as, when committed tqjon Slaves, go 
often if not always, wholly unpunished, though worthy of the 
penalties which civilized justice sanctions. Two cases of tliis 
kind have come to our knowledge within the year. In one of 
these, related by the Union Springs (Ala.) Gazette, of Decem- 
ber 23d, a Slave who had murdered his master was doomed, by 
the unanimous vote of a pubUc meeting of the citizens, to be 
burned alive ; and, in the afternoon of the same day, was bunied, 
in the presence of five hundred persons. The other case oc- 
curred at Troy, Ky., and is told by a correspondent of the 
Maysviile, (Ky.) JSagle. On the 1st of January, when ihe 
annual negro sales had drawn a crowd together, eight hundred 
or a thousand persons, instigated by James Gala way, whose 
brother-in-law had been murdered by his Slave a few days be- 
fore, went to the jail, took out the murderer, and burned huu 
to death in the jail-yard. 



Action of States. 

The Legislature of Connecticut, at its last session, nearly a 
year ago, initiated an amendment to the State Constitution, to 
give to colored meii the right of suffrage in that State. The 
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vote in its favor in the House of Representatives was 112 to 94. 
To become a part of the Constitution, it must be approved by 
two-thirds of each House of this year's Legislature, and then 
must be adopted by a majority of the popular vote. 

Last fall, the Legislature of Vemont, in answer to numerous 
petitions from the people, passed, by decided majorities in both 
Houses, "An Act to secure freedom to all persons in this 
State." It provides that " no person mthin this State shall be 
considered as property, or subject, as such, to sale, purchase, or 
delivery, or be deprived of liberty without due process of law; " 
that by due process of law is meant " the usual process issued 
by the Courts" of the State; that if any person shall be 
arrested on the ground that he owes service or labor to one not 
an inhabitant of the State, either party may claim a trial by 
jury ; that the penalty for depriving or attempting to deprive a 
person of liberty, contrary to the Act, shall be a fine of not 
more than $2000 nor less than |500, and unprisonment not 
exceeding ten years; that descent from an African, Slave or 
fi-ee, or color of the skin shaU disquahfy no person for being a 
citizen of the State ; that every person who has been held as a 
Slave, and who shall come to or be in the State, with or with- 
out the master's consent, or involuntarily, or in any way^ shall 
be FREE ; and whoever shall hold or attempt to hold such person, 
or any free person, as a Slave for any time, however short, under 
pretence that such person is or has been a Slave, shall be impris- 
oned not less than one year nor more than fifteen, and be fined 
not more than $2000. 

The Legislature of Michigan, last winter, passed an Act — the 
vote upon it in the House of Representatives being 49 to 27 — 
prohibiting, on pain of imprisonment not more than ten years, 
and fintt not over $1000, the bringing of a colored person into 
the State, claiming him as a Slave. In the House of Repre- 
sentatives, an amendment to the Constitution, striking out the 
word "white" from the article prescribing the qualifications of 
voters, was proposed by a Select Committee ; but was indefi- 
nitely postponed by 39 to 31. 

Petitions, numerously signed, asking for the enactment of a law 
against Slave-hunting, were sent to , the Legislatures of Vermont, 
Massachusetts, New York, Pennsylvania, and Ohio, and perhaps 
some other States. The answer of Vermont we have already 
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given. Tlie petitions in Ohio -were referred to a Committee of 
the House of Representatives, which reported that their prayer 
could not be granted without "a palpable violation" of "that 
ever-to-he-revered instrument," the Constitution of the United 
States; that "the rendition of 'fugitives from labor' is a sol- 
emn obligation imposed by the sacred compact of the Union ; " 
that " the oflering of such petitions indicates an unhealthy and 
rebellious public sentiment," — recommended that in future such 
petitions be laid on the table without comment ; and pi'oposed, 
as a response to these, a resolution that " the General Assembly, 
as representatives of the loyal sentiment of the people of Ohio, 
are forever opposed to sectional and unconstitutional legislation, 
and deprecate in future all memorials praying for such enact- 
ments." The House adopted the resolution by 60 to 17. 

The Massachusetts petitions, bearing more than sixteen thou- 
sand names, were refeiTcd, in the House of Representatives, to 
the Committee on Fedei'al Relations ; which reported, on the 
11th of March, a bill, pr6viding first, that no person now in the 
Commonwealth, or who may hereafter come, or be brought into 
it, shall be considered or treated as property ; and second, th^t 
whoever shall arrest, imprison, or carry out of the Common- 
wealth, or attempt to do so, any person for the alleged reason 
that such person owes service or labor, as a Slave, to the party 
claiming him, shall be imprisoned in the State prison not ex- 
ceeding five years. On the 28th and 29th of March, the bill 
was debated, ably and at much length ; and on the 30th, the 
vote was taken. An amendment, offered by Mr. Wells, of 
Greenfield, making the bill comparatively tame and pointless, 
was rejected by 132 to 84. An amendment, moved by Mr. 
Gkiffin, of Maiden, was adopted by 124 to 90, For the two 
sections of the original bill it substituted three ; the first, sub- 
stantially the original first; the second, expressly referring 
to the Fugitive Slave Acts of 1793 and 1850, and making 
any attempt to execute them, in the Commonwealth, pun- 
ishable with imprisonment not less than three nor more than 
twenty years ; and the third, in substance the original second, 
save that it iii terms excepted ft om its operation all acts done un- 
der the two statutes just referred to, and made the penalty for 
violating it, imprisonment for life or not less than ten years. 
The bill, as thus amended, was then rejected by 109 lo 106 ; two 
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or three prominent Republicans, who had been at first regarded 
as fiiendly to the measure, voting now against it, contrary, we 
believe, to the decided wish and expectation of most of their 
constituents. They spoke "brave words" for freedom in the 
debate ; but shrunk from bravely backing them when the ayes 
and n^^es were called ; although conceding that the thing sought, 
Massachusetts means to have, after soine fashion, if not this. 
One of them, Mr. Wells, of Greenfield, said, " the sentiment 
of Massachusetts undoubtedly is, that no Slave shall be carried 
out of her harder Nor did he find fault with that sentiment ; 
but he " would rather act treason than mact it." It is to be 
hoped that Massachusetts may some day be Blessed with leg- 
islators bold and frank enough to g?iact all the treason which 
they mean to act. 

In the Ifew York House of Representatives, the petitions 
were referred to a select Committee, which, on the 26th of Feb- 
ruary, reported a bill containing all the provisions of the Ver- 
mont law, with much severer penalties; and, in addition, 
empowering any persouj injured by a violation of its provisions, 
to sue for and recover damages in any Court of record in the 
State ; forbidding any State officer to issue or serve any pro- 
cess or grant any certificate imder the Fugitive Slave Bill, and 
any person to act as attorney or counsel for a Slave hunter ; 
imposing a heavy penalty on any sheriff, constable, or police- 
man, ai(^ng to arrest, detain, or return a Fugitive SlaA^e; and 
requiring the Governor, with advice of the Senate, to appoint 
in each county an attorney to defend all persons claimed as Fugi- 
tive Slaves. By a vote of 65 to 28, the bill was made the 
special order for the 2d of March; on the 30th, the prohibition 
of acting as attom.ey for a Slave-hunter being first struck out, 
it was ordered to a third reading, by 55 to 16 ; but on the 5tli 
of April, when the vote was taken on its final passage, it was 
lost for want of a two-thirds majority — ayes 55, nays 44. 
The next day a reconsiideration was moved and canied, bj; 80 
to 21 ; the biU was recommitted to the Committee which re- 
ported it ; and on the 8thj it wsis again reported to the Housoy ■ 
so modified as to secure the necessary majority. I\\ passed, that 
evening, by 84 to 22, shorn of a portion of its strength, but 5,' 
strong enough to make Slave-catching difficult, if not impossible, 
in New York, had it become a law; and too strong 'Sb go 
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througli tlie Senate, in tlie short time then remaining of the 
session. Before it went up from the House, the unamended bill 
haa been presented in the Senate, referred to the Judiciary- 
Committee, and — April 8th — reported on unfavorably; the 
Committee holding the Fugitive Slave Act to be binding on 
the people of New York, and arguing for obedience to it in the 
customary style of Northern, Union-saving Pro-Slavery jjoli- 
ticians. One member dissented from the arguments of the ma- 
jority, but concurred in the c<^nclu3ion that the bill ought not to 
pass. Next day, the bill passed by the House, was sent up. As 
the presiding officer was about to hand it over to the Judiciary 
Committee, a reference to a Select Committee was moved, and^ 
carried by 11 to 10 ; and afterward, on reconsideration, carried 
again by 13 to 12. The enemies of the bill regarded this — and 
probably aright — as meant for a rebuke to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, for their report upon the Senate bill. The session closed 
a few days after, without final action on the question of concur- 
rence. 

On the 4th of April, a bill to authorize Ontario C&imty to 
lease a portion of her Court Hoase to the United States, being 
before the House, a motion to forbid its being used for the trial 
of Fugitive Slave cases was defeated by 52 to 35, and the bill 
was passed by 67 to 24, The House, on the 16th of March, by 
83 to 21, and the Senate on the 6th of April, by 18 to 12, 
adopted a resolution so to amend the Constitution of thp State, 
as to abohsh the property quaUfication required of colored vot- 
ers. The resolution must pass another Legislature^ and be 
I'atified by a vote of the people^' to become a portion of the 
Constitution. 

In Pennsylvania, a not very stringent bill " foi' the better pro- 
tection of persons claimed as Fugitive Slaves " was brought into 
the Legislature, but we do not learn tftit. any decisive action 
was taken on it. 

La5>;t,.sun»pier, Wisconsin gave another judicial response to 
the despotic assumptions of the Federal Courts. The State 
Circuit Court, by judgment in favor of Sheeman M. Booth, in 
two replevin suits, restored to him the property which had been 
taken from him to satisfy a judgment of the United States Dis- 
trict Court, in, an action for damages on behalf of the pretended 
owner of Glover, rescued at Milwaulde, five years ago. More 
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recently she has spoken with decided emphasis, both in the 
Legislative hall and at the polls, in confimation of her position 
taken in 1854. The Supreme Court of "Wisconsin, having de- 
nied the right of the Supreme Court of the United States to 
rejudge its decision in the Booth case, and having refused to 
certify a copy of its proceedings to that Court, to be examined 
by it, the latter surreptitiously obtained a copy of the record, 
and thereupon proceeded, as if the case had regularly come 
before it, to set aside the judgment of the Wisconsin Court ; to 
reaffirm the constitutionality of the Fugitive Slave Act; and to 
deny the power of a State Coui't, either upon a writ of habeas 
corpus or upon any other process, to inquire into the validity 
of the process by which an officer of the United States holds a 
person in custody, or into the constitutionality of the Act under 
which the process issues. On hearing of this action of the Fed- 
eral Court, the Legislature of Wisconsin, by 47 to 37 in the 
House of Repi'eseutatives, and by 13 to 12 in the Senate, adopted 
resolutions declaring the "assumption of jurisdiction by the 
Federal Judiciary in the case before mentioned, an arbitrary 
act of power, ^mauthorized by the Constitution, virtually super- 
seding the benefit of the writ of habeas corpus, and therefore 
void ; that the government fonned by the Constitution of the 
United States was not made exclusive judge of the extent of 
its delegated powers, but that, as in all cases of compact among 
parties having no common judge, each party has an equal right 
to judge both of infractions and of measures of i-edress ; tliat 
the principle contended for by the ruling party in the nation, 
that the general government is exclusive judge of the extent 
of its own powers, is despotism ; that the several States have 
a right to judge of infractions of the Constitution ; and that a 
positive defiance, by those sovereignties, of all unauthorized acts 
done or attempted under cover of the instrument, is the right 
remedy." An election just then pending, to fill a vacancy in 
the Supreme Court of the State, gave to the people an oppor- 
timity to pass then* judgment on the action of the Courts and 
Legislature. The issue was distinctly made between the oppos- 
ing claims and doctrines of the State and Federal Courts ; find, 
to give greater emphasis to their acceptance of that issue, the 
candidate selected by the supporters of the former was Byrokt 
Payne, Booth's counsel in the Rescue trials. His argument 
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before the Supreme Court of tlie State was one of the eleo- 
tioneering documents of his pai'ty, and it was clea'-^ j understood 
that his election or defeat was the approval or rejection of its 
doctrines by the people. The election took place on the 5th 
of April, and Paine was chosen to the vacant seat, by a ma- 
jority of eight or ten thousand votes. So Wisconsin speaks, in 
language unmistakable, her purpose to resist the usixrpation of 
the Federal Courts, and protect her citizens against the petty 
tyraniiy of Federal officials. In this repudiation of the arro- 
gant claims put forth at Washington by the judicial servants of 
the Slave Power, she has, if we mistake not, law as well as jus- 
tice, and the principles of true Democracy upon her side. For 
it has always been conceded on all hands that the jurisdiction 
of the Federal Courts is special, limitju to certain enumerated 
cases ; the residuum of judicial power belonging to the States, 
whose courts are tribunals of general jurisdiction. Now the 
well-established legal doctrine we understand to be, that Courts 
of special jurisdiction are not the judges, in the last resort, of 
the limits of their own power. If either, then, is such, exclu- 
sively, it is the State Court. And manifestly it would be much 
safer for the people's rights to place the authority there, nearer 
themselves, and so less likely to be used against them, and 
where abuse could be more easily reached and corrected ; while 
also it would have a less extensive range of mischief, and would 
be counterbalanced, in some measure, by the moral weight 
of other State tribunals, — than to confer it on the Federal 
Court, to be the engine of a Central despotism, empowered to 
crush, at its unlimited discretion, the freedom of the people and 
the independence of the States into one indiscriminate mass of 
hopeless, helpless vassalage. 

In Missouri, the " in-epressible conflict" still goes on, appa- 
rently with varjang success, but, as the Emancipationists affirm, 
with, on the whole, a steady progress of the Free Labor move- 
ment. It is resisted strenuously, however. On the 31st of Jan™ 
uary, the House of Representatives, by 83 to ] 5, voted to repeal 
the law prohibiting the importation of Slaves into that State. 
The repeal was moved and advocated expressly on the ground 
that it would reduce the price of labor. On the 9th of March, 
the House adopted, 88 to 29, the bill, to which we have before 
alluded, to drive out or enslave the free colored people, and all 
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who sliall. hereafter become fi-ee. Neither bill has passed the 
Senate. The St. Lou|s Democrat thinks that the action of the 
House upon the former of these measures \sdll rouse the free 
white workingmen throughout the State against the friends of 
Slaver} . But it is for the interest of the free white man, not for 
freedom as a principle, or for the rights of man, as man, that 
the Emancipation party generally appear to be contending. A 
Missourian correspondent of the New York Tribune says, "the 
morcd. sentiment against Slavery is not appealed to by the Free 
Democracy, nor would its aid be accepted. ***** They 
would not purchase emancipation at the price of permitting the 
negro to remain in Missouri. He must be deported hence or 
remain in Slavery. Hence that unconquerable spirit of Anti- 
Slavery enthusiasm which might, perhaps, be aroused in their 
fiivor, is idle here, and unsympatluzujig, or sympathizes only 
under protest. ***** There is a distinctive Anti- 
Slavery sentiment in St. Louis, and some of the candidates of 
the Free Democracy have injured then* cause by cowardly allu- 
sions to the negro race." The ^vriter holds a sound philosophy, 
in holding that the Emancipation cause would win a speediei-, 
more complete success, if it would endeavor to enlist " the moral 
L5entiment against Slavery ; " appealing " to the nobler instincts 
of the people," than it can achieve by its present policy. " The 
Anti-Slavery sentiment," he says, "has a very thin crust over 
it) and the sooner it is removed, the more speedily — in spite of 
their imbelief ~~ will the Free State Democracy establish their 
power on an impregnable basis." At the Congi-essional elec- 
tion on the 2d of August, Francis P. Bt air, the candidate of 
the Emancipation party in the St. Louis District, was defeated; 
bat only, it was confidently believed, by means of extensive 
frauds, because of which he has announced his purpose to con- 
test the scat, when Congress com(;R together. The suspicion of 
fraud was coufirmc i by the result of the St. Louis municipal 
election on the 1th of April, when the Free Labor party tri- 
umphed by a plurality of about three thousand votes ; enough, 
says the St. Louis Democrat^ to " satisfy every desire of the 
present, dispel every apprehension of the future, and at one 
magnanimously for the untoward event of August." 

The Legislature of Florida took, last winter, what Pro-Slavery 
vltraism must regard as a step backward, by repealing the law 
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which subjected colored seamen, coming into any port of Flor- 
ida, to imprisonment during the stay of the vessel to which they 
belong. But if this strange vagary seems to call in question, 
the sound and constitutional doctrine that black men have no 
rights which white mt;n are bound to respect, its evil influ- 
ence, we may hope, will in a good degree be neutralized by a 
decision given, last fall, in the Chancery Court of Southern Ala- 
bania, making a new application of Judge Takey's Dred 
Scott law. A former citizen of Mobile, owning there a large 
amount of real estate, removed to Louisiana, and aftenvards to 
France, and died not long ago m Paris, having conveyed his 
I'eal estate in Alabama to liis children, " within tlu-ee degrees of 
African descent," born in Louisiana, and living now in Europe. 
Some persons, claiming to be his hell's at law, filed a bill to set 
aside the conveyance. The Chancellor decided that free ne- 
groes born out of the State are aliens, and cannot take lands 
by deed or conveyance in the State. So the children were 
robbed of their father's gift, without risk of penitentiary to the 
robbers. 

The Church. 

No essential change has been revealed during the past yeai*, 
in the character and position of the American Church in regard 
to Slavery. We still have our old testimony to bear against it, 
that as a whole it is practically on the side of the oppressor. 
We have seen no specially noteworthy movement relating to 
the subject, in any of the great denominations, since our last 
Report, unless it is the action of the Methodist Fuiscopal 
Church South, at its General Conference, last May, hi Naslnille, 
Tennessee. It there conformed its law to its already well-knc 7U 
practice, by strikuig from its DiscipUne, by 140 votes to 8, the 
rule forbidding " the buying and selUng of men, women, and 
children, with intention to enslave them." But the Methodist 
Church North does not confonn its practice to i*: law, for while 
it still retains the rule, it also keeps, in both its membership and 
"local" ministry, not only holders, but buyers and sellers of 
human beings as property. From the testimony of ministers of 
that Church, who have lived and labored for years in that part 
of its territory which lies within the Slave States, the editor of 
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the N"ortheni Independent estimates at not less than 10,500 the 
number of SlavehoMing members in four of the seven Slave- 
holding Conferences. In the other three, he says, " the number 
of Slaveboldera is not large, because our membership is quite 
limited." He adds, " it is gi-eatly to be feared that nearly all 
the members of our Church in the Slave States are Slavehold- 
ers. The extreme repugnance of the preachers and people there 
to all Anti-Slavery movement.^ proves conclusively that our 
Church is overrun with Slaveholding. Slavehclding is not the 
exception, but the rule." Seven Conferences are wholly or iu 
part within Slave States, and "if the evil were confined to 
these," the Independent says, " it would be well." But the resi- 
dence of Slaveholders in all parts of the Free States "is fast 
reducing us to a homogeneous condition, and the distinction of 
Slaveholding and nou-Slaveholding Conferences will soon cease 
altogether. We must be better or worse." One preacher who 
has spent the greater part of his life in one of the " Slaveholding 
Conferences," declared that " there is no difference between our 
laity and the laity of the Church South." This statement hav- 
ing been questioned, another preacher, who has labored i^ the 
same region, thus replies to the questioner. " Do members of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church South possess Slaves by gift, 
inheritance, and having them born unto them? So do members 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Does the South permit 
her members to purchase their colored sisters for breeders ? So 
does the North. Do the laity of the Church purchase Slaves 
when they desire? sell them when convenience or necessity 
demands ? or hire their service out when interest suggests ? Do 
men of the South derive large resources from the latter source ? 
So do the laity of the Methodist Episcopal Church North. Do 
Southern saints scourge their women Slaves with cruel scourg- 
ing? So do the Northern. And when the poor Slave runs 
away, do they offer large rewards for their apprehension ? and 
having apprehended them, do they sell them South ? So do 
the members of the Methodist Episcopcl Church." The Dis- 
cipline, moreover, still cor.tains a rule which pays unchristian 
deference to the wicked prejudice of an oppressing people. It 
reads thus : "Our colored preachers and official members shall 
have all the privileges which are usual to others in Quarterly 
Conferences, wfiere the usages of the country do not forbid it^^ 
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True, we are aware, an earnest effort still goes on, to rid the 
Chu 3h of these abominations ; and to the noble laborera in this 
work we would award due credit, and wish abundant success ; 
but, till it is achieved, the very need and merit of their labor 
are the warrant for our condemn atioD of their Church. 

The Presbyterian bodies have,, for aught we know, contmued 
to enjoy that "blessed calm," and "rest from agitation " within 
their sacred enclosures, the sweet foretaste of which we chroni- 
cled last year. 

On the 15th of August last, the Rev. Dr. Fuller, widely 
knoWn as the champion of Slavery in debate with Dr. Way- 
L^VNO several years ago, preached to the "respectable white 
persons " who alone are permitted to own pews in the Church 
(Baptist) of Rev. Bakon Stow, in Boston. If Dr. Fuller had 
maintained in pubUc argument his right to put the coat or horse 
of his reverend brother Stow to his own use without the own- 
er's leave, would he have been invited to that pulpit ? We 
learn from the American JBaptist that, last fall, the Philadelphia 
Baj^tist Association rejected a very moderate Anti-Slavery 
resolution, offered by Rev. Dr. Malcom, expressing " sympathy 
for our brethren and sisters in this land, who are not allowed to 
read God's word, or to enjoy the privileges of the conjugal and 
parental relations," and calling on "those who hold political 
power in those portions of our country " where the evil is, " to 
devise early measures for securing to every member of the com- 
munity the full privileges of Christianity." 

Of the position of the Congregational Churches, and indeed 
of the so-called evangelical Churches generally, such facts as 
these are not without significance. While the boldness and 
vigor of Dr. Ckeever's assaults upon Slavery, and his scathing 
rebukes of the complicity of Mission Board and Tract Society 
in the nation's giant crime have brought upon his head a storm 
of obloquy, the clergy and the representative men of his own 
denomination and of others in fellowship with it, have with 
almost no exception stood aloof or joined his enemies. When, 
a few weeks ago, he was invited, by a number , of the most 
respectable citizens of New York and Brooklyn, to repeat, at 
the Cooper Institute, a series of masterly discourses which be 
had delivered in his own Church, showing that, in the words of 
his inviters, "Christianity is irreconcilably at war with such 
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Slavery as exists in our coxintry, and any true and pure Churcli 
is necessarily its antagonist, and liiat it is the imperative duty of 
the organized Christianity of the land to war against it system- 
atically and uncompromisingly, so long as it shall continue to 
«xist," of the many "evangelical" clergymen of those cities, 
only three joLaed ia the invitation. Of these, but one, Henrt 
Waei> Bekcheb, is at aU conspicuous in liis denomination, and 
he is deemed, by those who fill the chief seats in the synagogues, 
but little better than a heretic. The press, too, like the clergy 
of these sects, sides not with Cheevee, but with his adversa- 
ries. The New York Independent, treacherous to the cause 
which it pretends to serve, is no exception to this statement. 
Yet Dr. Cheevee's "Orthodoxy" is unquestionable; his deep 
sincerity and self-sacrificing devotion no man can deny; he 
belongs to no "infidel" Anti-Slavery Society, as ours has been, 
often, slanderously called ; and his brethren in theological faith 
would seem to have no reason for refiising to asi^ist him in his 
warfare against Slavery, except a want of real earaest sympathy 
with his Anti-Slavery faith and purpose. 

Beside these facts we set another. The Boston Courier tells 
us that among the crowd assembled on the evening of the 28th 
of March, at Essex Street Church, in Boston, to congratulate 
the Rev. Dr. Adams, of " South-side " notoriety, on the comple- 
tion of twenty-five years of service as the pastor of that Church, 
were nearly a hundred clergymen. Their presence was of course 
accepted, and no doubt intended, as attesting their respect for 
the reverend eiilogist of Slavery, as a worthy brother in the 
Christian ministry. Not that they all agi'eed with him in his 
opinions of the patriarchal system; but only that Lis holding 
and expressing such opinions, whitening the loathsome sepulchre 
so fuU of all uncleanness, casting his influenise on the side of 
those who turn God's children into working tools or worse, is 
no sufficient reason for refusing him that ministerial fellowship 
which, should he drop some dor trine from his creed, they 
would withdraw at once, however pure his life, and practically 
excellent his preaching. The bear ng of the representatives of 
the popular religion toward Dr. Cheevbb and Dr. Adajts re- 
spectively, tells a plain tale to those who have ears to hear. 

"A Convention of Christian brethren" met in Worcester, 
Mass., on the 1st of March, and on the 2d, formed a « Church 



THE CHTJBOH. 



Anti-Slavery Society," avowedly "to place the Church in its true 
position in relation to this great problem of our land and age.'* 
Its principles, as set forth in its Preamble and Declaration, are 
but in part those of our Society. Though six or seven States, 
and at least four denominations, were represented there, it 
enrolled but forty-four members, and eight or nine of these 
opposed affirming, in the Preamble, the " inherent sinfulness of 
Slaveholding." One minister declared that if those words 
should be inserted, but one of the seventeen members of the 
Association to which he belongs would come into the movement. 
They "would exclude him, and nineteen twentieths," he be- 
lieved, " of the ministers of New England." Among the seven 
letters, received from persons who had been invited but could 
not be present, was one from a New Hampshire clergyman who 
"felt that here is the great difficulty — to bring the Church o* 
Christ, in this country', to a right position in regard to the sin of 
Slavery. The Tract Society, at New York, and the New York 
Observer, represent in this respect, but too nearly, a large part 
of the Church." Yet he calls that "the Church of Christ," 
which is so reluctant to take right ground as to the sin of Sla- 
very. One of the resolutions, unanimously adopted by the 
Society, appears to us open to question if not to censure, as lia- 
ble at least to be understood as lowering the standard set up in 
the Declaration. It speaks of "honest difterences of opinion 
among Anti-Slavery Christians in regard to the Bible -view of 
Slavery." We are not willing to believe that this was meant to 
recognize the Anti-Slavery and Christian character of those who 
hold that the Bible contains a divine sanction of Slavery ; but 
will not those who wish for countenance in such a belief be 
likely so to understand it ? The resolution also seems to treat 
" the American Tract Society, at Boston, " as an ally in the Anti- 
Slavery warfare ; for it instructs the Executive Committee to 
confer with that Society, about the publishing of tracts to dififiise 
information touching the Bible view of Slavery and the duty of 
Christians in regard to it. It may be said, this does not neces- 
sarily imply allowance of the claims of that Society t^ public 
confidence in any other than a business character ; treating it 
only as a pubhshing house with which an advantageous contract 
may be made for printing and distributing tracts. We think 
that it does mean more than thisj this seems to us not the 
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most obvious and uattiral construction of the act, and we have 
scarce a doubt it will be generally taken to mean more. But 
we have referred to this new Societj'', less for the purjiose of 
criticising its position or its action, — in both of which some 
mixture of motive is perceptible, — than of presenting it as 
" a touchstone to the Churches," to prove how much, or little, 
vital Anti-Slavery is in them. From the smaU number of 
"evangelical" church members who have as yet participated 
in the movement, and from the difficulty which we are informed 
the worthy Secretary of the Society encounters in his eiforts 
to enlist the churches ai^i their pastors in its favor, we cannot 
help inferring that the event will warrant the erasure of "per- 
haps " from the following sentence which we quote from him : 
" Perhilps the fact will prove also to be, that the Church Anti- 
Slavery Society, with its acknowledged Christian basis in the 
Word of God, and vrith the acknowledged Christian character 
and standing of its founders and members so far, is no more the 
representative or expomnt of the visible American Church than 
the American Anti- Slaver}/ Society is." 

We add a testimony which may bear upon this point ; pre- 
mising that the Church Anti-Slavery Society is expressly 
pledged, by the Preamble to its Constitution, to "remember 
those that are in bonds as bound with them," and holds, in its 
Declaration of Principles, that " the Church and the Ministry 
are to form the conscience of the nation in respect to Slavery, 
and to make it loyal to the law of God." The Boston Congre- 
gationalist, a leading organ of the sect whose name it bears, 
claims, we beUeve, to be an Anti-Slavery paper of the right sort 
of Anti-Slavery ; and claims, too, that " the great mass of the 
New England ministry and churches is Abolitionist, in the sense 
of heing principled against Slavery, and desirous of its speediest 
possible abolition." But, in repelling the false charge of a New 
York paper, self-styled Christian, that " the three thousand New 
England clergymen have long been preaching almost nothing 
but Abolitionism," the Congregationalist says, "the entire 'three 
thousand' probably have never averaged more than one sermon 
a year upon that subject." 

The separation of the Northern from the Southern Confer- 
ences of the Methodist Protestant Church, which in om* last 
JSeport was mentioned as in prospect, has been accomplished. 
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In last November, a Convention of the Northern Conferences 
met at Cincinnati, and with only two dissenting votes, resolved, 
in the name of the Conferences represented, "that all official 
connection, cooperation, and official fellowship with and between 
said Conferences, and such Conferences and Churches, within 
the Methodist Protestant Association, as practice or tolerate 
Slaveholding and Slavetrading, be now and forever suspended." 
The seceding Conferences, it is said, are taking steps to form a 
union with the Weslevans. 

9/ 

The Universalists, at their United States Convention, held in 
Providence, last fall, unanimously " resolved that we view with 
alarm the continued claims of the Slave Power to hold the 
children of Afi-ica in bondage ; that all such claims are contrary 
to the spirit of the Gospel ; that we deplore the public demoral- 
ization which could originate such demands; reiterate our 
unqualified condemnation of Slavery, and reassert our determi- 
nation to labor for tlie maintenance of free institutions." 



The Tract Societies. 

The American Tract Society, at its last Annual Meeting, on 
the 12th of May last, by an overwhelming majority, approved 
the action of its Executive Committee in disregarding the remon- 
strances made to them, and reftising to publish anything relating 
to Slavery, — even to "discuss in a fraternal and Christian 
spirit," as recommended by the famous fourth resolution of 
1857, " those moral duties v/hich grow out of the existence of 
Slavery, and those moral evils and vices which it is known to 
promote, and whicli. are condemned by Scripture and deplored 
hy evangelical Christians." A resolution, moved by Br. Ttng, 
to reaffirm the recommendation of the previous year, was laid 
on the table — virtually under it — by a vote of about three to 
one. A motion "that no tract bearing on the relation of Mas- 
ter and Slave be issued now, and that the circulation of the 
tract 'Sambo and Toney' [a Pro-Slavery tract,] be therefore 
stopped," was also voted down by a very large majority. A 
resolution offered by John Jay, "that nothing published by 
this Society shall countenance the idea that the Scriptures sanc- 
tion the lawfiilness of Slavery," was laid upon the table by an 
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equally decisive vote. Every living member of the old Eoai'd 
of Officers was reelected, and in the place of two deceased Vice 
Presidents, Pro-Slavery men were chosen. Dr. Adams, of the 
South-side View, was put again on the Publishing Committee, 
by more than eight to one, and in direct contempt of a request 
from the "American Tract Society at Boston," — the earlier 
Tract Society — that the New England member of that Com- 
mittee might be chosen from its own Committee. On every 
contested point the victory of the Pro-Slavery party was com- 
plete ; so signal that the sedate New York Observer, in the glow 
of exultation over it, grows hyperbolical, and pronounces it " the 
greatest moral victory of truth over error achieved since the 
Reformation imder Martin Luther." 

Not much would have been gained for right and freedom, if 
the other party had prevailed in everything on which they were 
agreed. At meetings which they held for consultation, on the 
10th and 11th, the tone of sentiment was little higher than at 
the general meeting. They did not even propose to displace 
the officei'S who had " disappointed " them by faihng to obey the 
fourth resolution of 1857, " the honored brethren who had com-" 
mitted an error in repressing truth." Dr. Bacon thought " the 
Society might be put right without removing its officers." Dr. 
Smith " entertained the highest esteem for the Executive Com- 
mittee, personally, however much he might dissent from their 
views." Dr. Hawes " was " behind no one in respect for the 
Secretaries and Committees." Dr. Tyng was "unalterably 
fixed" in favor of "a quiet and unopposed reelection of the 
present officers, in ttm conjidence that they will decidedly and 
consistently carry out the entire action of the Society at the 
meeting of 1857." He " considered the nine resolutions " of 
that meeting, [copied in our last Report] "appropriate, just, 
true, and likely to meet the views of Christians eveiywhere." 
Dr. Thompson, [of the Tabernacle Church, in New York, which, 
though professing some sort of Anti-Slavery, has still its negro 
pew] "was satisfied with both the negative and affirmative 
aspects of the fourth resolution, and would make no addition 
to it." A resolution, offered by Lewis Tappan, requiring the 
Executive Committee to publish " a tract on the sinfulness of 
Slavery," was rejected ; as waa also an amendment which he 
proposed, to engraft a declaration of the sinfulness of Slavery 
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on a resolution offered by Dr. Thompson, reaffirming the fourth 
resolution of 1857, and declaring that it ought to be carried into 
effect the present year. Dr. Bacon" " had no doubt that this 
gigantic evil is sin, but it is a political question, and the less 
the Society meddles with poUtical questions, the more good it 
will do." Dr. Smith " did not believe the more legal relation of 
Slaveholder to Slave to be sin." Rev. Mr. Bishop, of Ver- 
mont, " wanted no Anti-Slavery discussion. The churches of 
Vermont wish simply to have the fourth resolution reaffinned." 
Rev. Mr. Ide, of Massachusetts, "believed Slaveholding to be 
a sin, but is it necessary to say so on this occasion ? " Rev. 
Mr. Moore agi'eed vnth. Mr. Ide. S. B. Chittenden thought 
" a declaration that Slavery is sin, would only tear the Society 
to pieces." Dr. Hawes said " the Tract Society is not an Anti- 
Slavery Society." Rev. Mr. Smith thought that saying Slavery 
is sin " would defeat everything." Dr. Palmer feared defeat 
" if the outside question " should be " mingled with that of the 
duties of Slaveholders to their Slaves. He wished the Society 
to publish on the ' Duties of Masters.' " Dr. Proudfit " did 
not beUeve in interfering with the economics of the subject ; 
the South would not bear that, nor would we. But a Christian 
presentation of the duties of mastei-s should be made." Dr. 
Tyng thought " the word Slave might be dropped, and the du- 
ties of masters to servants might be taught ; or, taking the ex- 
treme ground, that Slaves are chattels, we may still teacli the 
duties of a man to his beast." [But suppose the " beast " is a 
stolen one ; is not the " duty " to be preached in that case the 
very obvious duty of immediately restoring it to the rightful 
owner ?] Rev. Mr. Baetlbtt thought " the reaffirmation of the 
fourth resolution of last year would accompUsh the end desired, 
and to attempt more would defeat it." Rev. Mr. Patton, of 
Chicago, said " the feeling in the West is that Slavery is a sin. 
Whether anything need be added to the fourth resolution, of 
last year, to make it mean that, is a question." Dr. Cheever, 
Rev. H. T. Cheever, Lewis Tappajst, and one or two others, 
were in favor of exphcitly denouncing Slavery as sinfiil, but 
they were, proportionally, as much outnumbered in the confer- 
ence of the minority, as that minority was in the meeting of the 
whole Society. 

At the Annuul Meeting of the Boston American Tract So- 
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ciety, on the 24th and 25th of May, the tune was mostly given 
to discussing and deciding what it ought to do in consequence 
of the recent action of the other Tract Society. Gardner G. 
Hubbard, Esq., presented a preamble and resolutions, setting 
forth the views and purposes of those who disapproved that action. 
The preamhle stated that the course of the New York Society, 
at its last meeting, had " impaired the union of feeling and 
operation" for the sake of which the Societies became con- 
nected ; that the wishes of the Boston Society in relation to the 
choice of the Publishing Committee had been disregarded, con- 
trary to the imderstanding upon which the union was eifected ; 
and that " while we entertain great regard for the American 
Tract Society of New York, and respect the wisdom and fore- 
sight that have generally characterized its doings, yet we are 
persuaded that greater efficiency can be imparted to the Tract 
system by a return to the original status of the Society." The 
first resolution was, " that we are no longer a branch of the 
American Tract Society of New York, our union having been 
virtually dissolved by its recent action." This was vigorously 
opposed, and, after much debate, and at the earnest entreaty of 
Dr. Humphrey, Dr. Bacon, Dr. Tyng, William Ropes, (offi- 
cially the oldest member of the Board,) John Tappan, the Pr'^s- 
ident, and other influential members, and the suggestion that, 
perhaps, the New York Society would retract its error by an- 
other year, the friends of the resolution yielded, and in its place 
was adopted one referring the expediency of dissolving the con- 
nection to the Executive Committee, to report next year. So 
the partisans of the New York Society were permitted to pre- 
vail on the most important point at issue. The other resolu- 
tions — adopted by a large majority — were, in substance, that 
the Society would collect funds, and disburse them by its own 
officers; that the Executive Committee procure "pious and use- 
ful books and tracts from such sources as may seem to them 
expedient j " and that the resolutions of the New York Investi- 
gating Committee of 1857 be heartily adopted and carried into 
effect. A motion, that the Treasurer should pay no more money 
to the New York Society, was modified with the mover's as- 
sent, so as to except what should be paid for books- and tracts / 
showing that one of the contemplated sources of supply was 
the depository of that Society; and that the Boston was still 
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to be in fact, and not in name alone, a branch of the New York 
Society. No wonder, therefore^ tliat the sj^iipathizers with the 
latter claimed that, *' in the main design of the Boston meeting, 
the agitators were signally defeated." The choice of officers 
came next. All the old officers were reelected except Seth 
Bliss, the Secretary, who had been active, unscrupulous, and 
thorough "going in defence of the New York Society ; and had, 
besides, by some means, alienated a portion of his own party 
from himself. But the Society took care to break the force of 
any rebuke which this rejection might imply for liis past course, 
by a unanimous vote of thanks for his long and faithful services, 
and a declaration of affection and respect for him. No one pro- 
posed that tracts be pubHshed against Slavery ; and in assigning 
reasons for a change of relation to the New York Society, 
nothing, we see, is said of its infidelity to truth and righteous- 
ness in the matter of the nation's greatest sin ; nothing of any 
purpose or desu'e to deal with that sin more faithfully ; not even 
a hint or implication which goes fm*ther than proposing to 
" discuss in fraternal spirit " — fraternal, as is evidently meant, 
toward those who tuni tlieir brothers into brutes — "the duties 
growing out of the existence of Slavery, and the evils it is 
known to prom ote ; " leaving the promoting evil free from ques- 
tion, or questioned, at the most, by inference only. Such is 
the action of the Boston Tract Society; and, of this, the editor 
of the Congregatioiialist, himself one of the chief actors in it, 
says, " The great body of the New England churches and min- 
istry — toho do fiot desire to make the Tract Society a method 
of Anti- Slavery attack, on the one hand, but who cannot con- 
sent to have it compelled to silence wich leference to the 
sins inherent in, and growing out of Sb /ery, on the other 
— we think will be, aiid ought to he, so Asfed with this result." 
We fear that the first half of this opinion is correct; — that 
many " will be satisfied " because they wish to take no higher 
ground than is here taken ; and many others, perhaps, because 
they honestly believe that some important advance has now 
been made from the position of the New York Society. To the 
latter class we would commend the Address put forth by the 
Executive Committee of the Boston Society, in July last, which 
testifies that " the organic relations of this Society to the New 
York Society have not been materially changed;" that "we 
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invite no separation from that Society, but, under present cir- 
cumstances, we believe the greatest amount of good will be 
done by each Society occupying the whole country as its field ; " 
that " we are not an Anti-Slavery Society, but simply a Re- 
ligious Tract Society;" [as if' a true religion were not neces- 
sarily Anti-Slavery, and religious instruction, for a people impli- 
• cated in Slaveholding were not sadly incomplete with Anti- 
Slavery omitted or left to be inferred ;] that " two Societies 
now offer their facilities for conveying the gospel of Christ in 
this form, to those who so much need " it ; adding, " let each 
disciple of Christ choose his channel and employ it." So the 
Ifew York Society is duly certified to the Christian public, as, 
equaUy with the Boston, a channel " for conveying the gospel 
of Christ ; and equally worthy to be employed by Christ's dis- 
ciples. Of course the difference between the two touches no 
vital point of Christian duty. Let those who believe in a Chris- 
tianity which is distinctly, actively, uncompromisingly Anti- 
Slavery, judge if they are not both unworthy of support and 
confidence. But we must not omit to mention that the Boston 
branch has lately published two tracts touching Slavery ; one 
from a southern source, Pro-Slavery, on the " Scripture Duties 
of Masters," — with a prefatory disclaimer, by the Society, of 
responsibility for its doctrines ; — the other, " Slavery and the 
Bible," representing the Bible, Christ, and the Apostles as in 
favor neither of perpetual Slavery nor immediate Abolition, but 
of some intermediate course, (unspecified.,) whenever the lapse 
of time shall have rendered it "less likely to excite preju- 
dice." 

Thb American Boaed. 

At the Annual Meeting of the American Board, held at De- 
troit on the 7th and next three days of September, the Slavery 
question, coming up with that of the Indian Missions, was 
speedily and quietly disposed of. The part of the Annual Re- 
port relating to the Indian Missions was referred to a Commit- 
tee of which the Rev. Dr. Bacok was Chairman ; and his brief 
Report thereon was adopted unanimously, without debate. Its 
prominent points are these. The missionaries among the Choc- 
tawB are in a position " of rcnch difficulty and peiil." For ' 
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" there has been, among the religious bodies " of the neighbor- 
ing States, " a lamentable defection from some of the n~ost ele- 
mentary ideas of Christian morality, insomuch that Christianity 
has been represented as the warrant for oppression, and Christ 
as the minister of sin." [Finally adopted in a form more spe- 
cific, but less forcible, thus : — "•Insomuch that Christianity has 
been represented as the warrant for a system of Slavery which 
offends the moral sense of the Christian world, and thereby 
Christ has been represented as the minister of sin."] The mis- 
sionaries " are in ecclesiastical relatiom " with these " religious 
bodies;" they "are watched by the upholders of Slaveiy," 
thereabouts, " ready to seize the first opportunity " to drive 
them from their field ; they are charged by their enemies " mth 
what are " there " called the dangerous doctrines of Abolition- 
ism ; " and in other quarters " with the guilt of silence in the 
presence of a hideous wickedness." It is " desirable that the 
Board should be reheved, as early as possible, from. " these " un- 
ceasing embarrassments and perplexities." The time is not far 
distant when the Indians " will stand in the same relation to the 
missionaiy work as the white people in the adjacent States, and 
the Churches there ^vill be the subject of home missionary, 
more properly than foreign missionary, patronage." 

It will be seen that while the Repoi-t confesses that the mis- 
sionaries are in ecclesiastical relations with religious bodies 
which "represent Christianity as a warrant for Slaveiy and 
Christ as the minister of sin," it has no word of censure for the 
missionaries, on that account ; no hint of a disapproval of their 
holding such relations, or of a wish that they should cease to do 
so. The Board is exercised not about the wi-ongfulness of their 
position, as religious associates of those who have fallen away 
" from some of the first and most elementary ideas of Christian 
morality;" but about the difficulty and peril they encounter 
among such associates, with enemies in those regions seeking 
occasion against them as suspected Abolitionists, and charges 
coming from elsewhere that they do not speak out as they 
ought against " a hideous wickedness." It shows anxiety, not 
to have its missionaries bear a clear, decided testimony against 
"a system which offends the moral sense of the Christian 
world," nor to have its mission churches purified and kept pure 
from the pollution of such a system; but "to be relieved as 
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early as possible from the embarrassments and perplexities con- 
nected Tvith " its Indian Missions. And this relief it proposes to 
seek, not by insisting ti^at its missionaries shall apply the gospel, 
in their preaching and the discipline of their churches, to the 
sin most easily besetting their hearers and professing converts ; 
leaving the responsibility of refusal to do this ujion the mission- 
aries if they choose to take it, or of the consequences of then* 
compliance upon those who, it is feared, will make that an occa- 
sion for expelling them ; and trusting all results to Him whose 
bidding is, " Speak my words, whether they will hear or will 
forbear," speak, though it be to " a rebellious house," and fear 
not, " though thou dwellest among scoi'pions ; " in short, not by 
fidelity to duty and firm faith in God ; but, by deserting the 
post of " difficulty and peril," resigning all control and supervi- 
sion of the missions in which, with its connivance, has grown up 
an evil it has not courage now to grapple with. For eleven 
years it has sustained its missionaries in that field, knowing 
from their own avowal that they would "not exclude a member 
from, a mission church merely for being a Slaveholder;" nor 
"make it a condition of admission that a candidate should ex- 
press a determination not to live and die a Slaveholder ; " nor 
eitercise discipline for the buying or selling of Slaves, except in 
flagrant cases of tnanifest disregard to the Slave's welfare ; 
nor " make it a general rule to discipline for the separation of 
parents and childi*ea by sale or purchase." It knew, four years 
ago, that the Cherokee and Choctaw mission churches contained 
thirty-seven Slaveholders, and that if the missionaries them- 
selves did not hold Slaves, they claimed the right to employ 
Slave labor at their own discretion, although admitting " the 
inexpediency of" their employing it except " in cases of mani- 
fest necessity;" and in this state of things it acquiesced. Thus 
has the Board connived at Slaveholding without limit of dura- 
tion, and at Slavetrading without respect to the sanctity of 
domestic rights, in the very bosom of the churches it has called 
into being; and thus has it given countenance to that "defec- 
tion" of the neighboring religious bodies, whereby "Christian- 
ity is represented as the warrant for oppression, and Christ as 
the nunister of sin." And now that the growing Anti-Slavery 
sentiment of the North makes itself more distinctly felt, and 
"silence in the presencie of the hideous wickedness" of Slavery 
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is condemned, and "embarrassment and perplexity" can no 
longer be shunned by yielding to the Southern pressure, the 
Board thinks it is nearly time for " foreign " to give place to 
"home missionary patronage;" — in other words, is ready to 
resign its Indian missions to the watch and care of those " relig- 
ious bodies " in the neighboring States, whose " lamentable de- 
fection from the elementary ideas of Christian morality" it 
attests. And so it is to be " relieved from its embarrassment ! " 
When, after having helped to educate the Cherokees and Choc- 
taws in a Pro-Slavery religion, it shall have passed them on to 
openly avowed Pro-Slavery spiritual guidance, the Board ynH 
lift its newly- washed hands and say, "I am clean from all com- 
plicity with Slaveholding. I have no mission churches open to 
the entrance of Slaveiholders and Slave Traders ; no mission- 
aries who cite Jesus and the Apostles to sanction Slaverj" and 
the Slave Trade in the bosom of the Christian Church. "Verily 
I have cleansed my heart, and washed my hands in innocency." 
.And if some ftiture Pomeot, going on its errands into foreign 
lands, to spread its praises and increase its wealth, shall meet 
recordedproof of its connivance at the sin of Slaveiy,his answer 
will be ready, — ^HJiOt belongs to the past and not the present 
history of the Board." 



Foreign Intblligence. 

Another national testimony has been borne, during the past 
year, against the Slave system. The 'little group of nations, 
claiming to be civilized, which still uphold within their borders 
or dependencies this concentration of essential barbarism, loses 
another member. Almost alone even now, the boastftil North 
American Republic bids fair to be entirely so, ere long, as a Slave- 
holding and Slavery-upholding natijOn. The King of Poitugal 
has sent out a proclamation, abolishing Slavery ? at Macao and 
Angola, and instituting a system of gradual emancipation in all 
the Portuguese Colonies — all children hereafter bom in Slavery 
to become free on reaching the age of twenty. 

From notices scattered through the newspapers of the past 
year, we perceive that the Russian Government is making steady 
progress in its measures for the emancipation of the sei-fe. Some 
17 
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notion of the magnitude of this -w^ork is ^ven by a table of 
statistics, which appeared, last summer, in the New York Herald^ 
translated from a Belgian paper. According to this, which counts 
the r^ales alone, the serfs owned by private citizens are nearly 
eleven millions ; the Crown peasants, more than, nine millions ; 
the peasants of the appanages, or lands of the Imperial family, 
over seven hundred thousand, and some smaller classes, added 
to these, make up a grand total of about twenty-four millions. 
Reckoning the females at an equal number, the whole serf popu- 
lation counts not less than forty-eight millions. An estimate 
made in 1836 gives nearly half a million more. A letter from 
St. Petersbui^, dated June 30, 1858, contains a list of thirty- 
eight governments which had then commenced the formation 
of Committees of emancipation, and in which more or less pro- 
gress had been made in their deliberations. These governments 
include within their bounds about ten million male serfs. About 
the same time, a Vienna correspondent of the London Times 
said "we learn from St. Petersburg, that the social reforms in 
Russia are progressing surely, though slowly. Formerly the 
Grand Duke Constantino was opposed to the plans of the Em- 
peror, but his opinions have recently undergone a change." 

On a journey which the Emperor made to Warsaw, last fall, 
he addressed the nobles in the several governments through 
which he passed, exhorting them to diligence in promoting the 
great reform, and commending or reproving, as their zeal or slack- 
ness merited. To the nobles of the government of Tver, he said, 
" I have confided to you a work, one of the most important to you 
and to myself the improvement of the condition of the peas- 
ants. I hope that you will justify my confidence. You know 
how much I have your welfare at heart ; but I hope, also, that 
the interest of your peasants is dear to you. * * * * * It 
is impossible frr us not to proceed harmoniously in our acts, 
since our sole desire is the general welfare of Russia." At Kos- 
troma, he said, "I thank you for the zeal with which you have 
anticipated my desire to improve the condition of the peasants. 
This question, so seriously affecting Rufssia'a future, moves me 
to the heart. I hope you will justify my expectation in this, 
which is in a manner a vital question, by adapting to the local 
wants the ftmdaraental principles enunciated in my rescripts, 
and by temunating, with Grod's aid, this work, without detri- 
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ment to yourselves or to the peasants ! " The nobility of Nijni 
Novgorod he thanked "for having been the first to respond" 
to his expectation, " in the grave question touching the improve- 
ment of the lot of the peasantry." Exhorting them to abandon 
selfish views, commending them for having " considerably ad- 
vanced the work," he added, " if you prepare this great work con- 
scientiously, and bring it to a happy issue, you will give me firesh 
proof of your attachment, and of your devotedness to the pub- 
lic weal." At Moscow, he had occasion to speak somewhat 
sharply. « To my great regret," he said, "I cannot thank you. 
Two years ago, I spoke to you of the necessity of proceeding, 
sooner or later, to the reform of those laws which regulate 
servitude — a reform which miiM come from above, that it 
may not comA from hdow^^ [A hint which the Slaveholding 
aristocracy of our own country would do well to heed.] " My 
words have been ill understood. Since then, this reform has 
been the object of my constant solicitude, and having invoked 
the Divine blessing on my imdertaking, I have commenced the 
work. ***♦*! expected the nobility of Moscow 
woxxld be the first to answer my appeal. But the nobles of 
^ Nijni Novgorod took the lead, and Moscow figures neither in 
the second nor third rank. I have felt great sorrow at this, 
because I love Moscow as my native city. I have fixed for you 
the bases of the reform, and I shaU never swerve from them. 
« « « « « You, yourselves, in your own interest, ought to 
endeavor to improve the condition of the peasants. « ♦ » * « 
Do you understand me, gentlemen ? " They understood him, if 
we may credit the statement of a letter from St. Petersburg, on 
the 22d of November, that "the speech of the Emperor, at 
Moscow, produced an excellei.t effect. The nobles learned 
from it that emancipation is irrevocably determined on." The 
same letter states that " while the great measure of liberation 
is going on, the Emperor has, in spite of all opposition, emanci- 
pated all the peasants on the appanages, or lands of the Impe- 
rial fanaily, comprising several hundred thousand souls." The 
Director of the "Department of the Appanages," tried to dis- 
suade the Emperor from so prompt an adoption of this measure, 
telling him " the lot of those peasants was so happy under his ad- 
ministration, that not one of them would take the liberty granted 
by the ukase." The Emperor's answer will suit quite as well 
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another meiidian, where it. is fashionable to say " the Slaves are 
contented and happy, and wouldn't take freedom if it were of- 
fered." He said, " so mnch the better, if they remain in their 
villages, but «oe s/mU nevei'thde-ss ham done our duty if we treat 
them with humanity." The event, however, proved that even 
weli-treated bondmen love liberty too weU to accept Slavery, 
even with kind usage, when they can be free. The ukase had 
scarcely appeared, when the peasants, by a general movement, 
hastened "to inscribe themselves as willing to change their 
condition." Another letter of the same date, from St. Peters- 
burg, says, "the question of emancipation, so far as it depends 
upon the Emperor, is getting on rapidly. He has just ordered 
that the serfe belonging to the mines, under the direction of the 
IkGnister of Finance, be freed in six months, and three Commit- 
tees have been organizeu to carry this order into effect." A letter 
from the same place, on the 27th of November, mentions that the 
Committee of St. Petersburg had finished its deUberations, and 
presented their results to the Emperor. We gather from his 
speeches to the nobles, that when the reports of all the govern- 
ments shall have come in, two delegates from each Committee 
are to meet at St.. Petersburg, and, as a general Committee, re- 
vise all the various propositions, and complete a definite plan. 
It is said that all the plans discussed may be included in. two 
classes; the one conforx^^ to the Imperial rescript, which, as 
we stated in our last report, proposes a " transition state," to 
continue not longer than twelve yeai-s; the other calling for 
"complete, immediate emancipation," as attended with lees 
danger than "transitory situations." We need not say which 
seems to us the wiser proposition. 

A recent number of the London Anti-Slavery Advocate brings 
us intelligence of a movement, just beginning in Great Britain, 
for the formation of a National Anti-Slavery League. The 
Edinbm-g Young Men's Anti-Slavery Society, at its last 
meeting, in March last, resolved to give its " strenuous support 
to the oi^anization of a National Anti-Slavery League, with 
an annual conference, based upon the same principles as the 
American Anti-Slaveiy Society; the object of which League 
shall be to diffuse, organize, and direct the Anti-Slavery spirit of 
this country, and work out Great Britain's special province in 
the struggle; endeavoring, at the same time^to redouble the aid 
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already given to our fellow-workers in America; and that the 
various Societies be addressed, and urged to take inunediat^ 
steps in the matter." 

Our cause has had a faithful and efficient representative in 
Great Britain, for the last few months, in the person of Miss 
Sabah p. Remonb. In public lectures and in private confer- 
ences, she has labored diligently and done good service ; and 
while commending Anti-Slavery truth to the favorable regard of 
listening multitudes, or circles more select^ has won for herself 
applause, and personal esteem and friendship wherever she has 
gone. Among the fruits of her successful efforts, we may reckon 
a donation of $100 from the Warrington Anti-Slavery Society 
to our Society; and the excellent Address of the inhabitants of 
WaiTington and its neighborhood to the citizens of the United 
States, "agreed to at a crowded meeting held in the larg^est 
public room in the town," and signed by the Mayor, the Rector, 
the Member of Parliament for the borough, and more than 
thirty-five hundred of the inhabitants ; more, by twelve hunired, 
it is stated, than ever, in that place, signed any previous address 
or petition. As the Address is brief we copy it entire. 

"The piinciple that man cannot hold property in man 
appears to us so reasonable, and of such universal application, 
that we are ready, at first, to believe it must also be of univei'sal 
practice. But when we are painfully reminded that in Amer- 
ica, men and women, of like passions with ourselves, are bought 
and sold, and treated as chattels, it is difficult to reduce our re- 
monstrances to a set form. We think nature herself should 
resent the outrage. It is hard to coin our hearts into arguments, 
to twist our feeUngs into logic, and with words to vindicate the 
stamp of God. 

Inasmuch, however, as Slavery has grown up through genera- 
tion after generation, as an Institution of America, and as thus 
what is an outrage may be looked upon aa a product of nature, 
we wiU attempt to fi-ame an appeal. 

By our common humanity, which Slavery insults — by the 
one origin, one proba+'on, and one end of all men, be they black 
or white — by that one God who sits above the consciences of 
all as imiversal Lord. — and by that final account which, without 
distinction of Master or Slave, we must all render up at the 
great day — by these considerations we appeal to you — to you 
who now ply this unlawful traffic, that you relinquish it forever; 
— and to you who are engaged in the noble work of Abolition, 
that yom go forward, conscious that you have with you the great 
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heart of England, that, in your highest enthusiasm, keeps equal 
pulse with yours — and, if it were allowed to speak out, the 
great heart of man. 

We make this appeal, not in the spirit of dictation, but of 
friendship. We recognize the common brotherhood of all 
men ; and this appeal is lodged with our white brother on behalf 
of him who is no less ouiv brothtr, and whose equality, as it is 
established in nature, we would desire to see established in uni- 
versal recognition." 

A letter from the Secretary of the Warrington Anti-Slavery 
Society, accompanying the Address, says, "Miss Remond's ex- 
ertions have been eminently serviceable by stimulating into 
more active life the existing sentiment of our town. * » * * « 
The strong conviction of injustice attendant upon the system of 
Slaveholding is too indelibly stamped upon the national mind 
ever to be effaced, and there only needs some exciting cause to 
evidence its vitality." 

The Protestants of Belgium have also sent their word of gen- 
tle, earnest, eloquent admonition to those in this land, who, 
while calling themselves Christians, hold, or help to hold Christ 
in Slavery, in the persons of his dark-hued brethren. It is 
addressed in tenus "to the Christiaits of the United 
States who support Slavery ; " and uses such a force of argu- 
ment, persuasion, warning, and entreaty, as we see not how any 
who deserve the name of Christian, can gsdnsay or resist. 

Obituary. 

Again we have to mourn the loss of faithful and beloved 
co-workers, taken from among us since our last yearly gathering. 
In the death of Ellis Gray Lores-g, Esq., of Boston, on the 
24th of May last, at the age of fifty-five years, the Anti-Slavery 
cause was — to human apprehension many years too soon — be- 
reft of one of its earliest, worthiest, and most honored friends. 
We caimot, in the space at our command, if it were possible, 
indeed, in any space, render in words a fitting tribute to his 
worth, or do fuU justice to the high esteem, the warmth of per- 
sonal regard, and strength of friendly attachment, which his rare 
blending of amiable and noble qualities elicited from us and all 
who knew him well; nor tell his gentleness, his truth in every 
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trial, Ms sound integrity, quiet firmness, courteous speech and 
bearing, Ms moral courage and almost excessive modesty, his 
warm affection, sterling sense, and calm, deliberate wisdom, his 
deUcacy, refinement, tenderness of soul, averse to controversy 
and shrinking from public notice, yet coupled with a conscien- 
tiousness and strong humanity which made him sacrifice his 
tastes and feelings, the instincts of his sensitive, retiring nature, 
to brave conspicuity, reproach, and strife, and risk social position 
and professional success, in serving the imperilled right, and 
testifying for unpopular and persecuted tmth, and helping the 
outcast and despised. When Mr. Gaerisojt began this move- 
ment for the Slaves' deliverance, and few were at once enlight- 
ened, honest, and bold enough to show themselves upon his 
side, he was among those few. He was found in the little com- 
pany which met in the vestry of the colored people's church in 
Belknap street, Boston, to deliberate on the formation of a New 
England Anti-Slavery Society; and though at first he hesitated 
as to the expediency of taking ground exprossly for " immediate 
emancipation," his clear discernment and fidelity to right would 
not permit him long to hesitate ; and having once subscribed 
that vital article of our Anti-Slavery faith, he was true to it till 
death; and was among the most efficient members of the 
organization formed to uphold it. For many years he was a 
Manager of that Society, and to him his associates could ever 
look with confidence for the soundest judgment and most trust- 
worthy counsel. In his profession as a lawyer., too, he found 
and used occasions to serve the cause of freedom. His name is 
honorably associated with the case which gave the Supreme 
Court of Massachusetts an opportunity to aflirm the right of a 
Slave to freedom, when brought by his pretended owner into 
Massachusetts ; — one step toward that position which that and 
every other so-called l''ree State must yet take in order to be 
truly free, — that, brought or coming of his own accord, no hu- 
man being shall continue a Slave a moment after he has touched 
its soil and breathed its air. To Mr. Lobing's zeal and earnest 
devotion and legal skill and ability is due, in no small degree, 
the right decision of that case, which not only becured to little 
Med her freedom, but established an important legal principle, 
as a breakwater against the rising tide of Slaveholding aggres- 
sion. He bore his testimony, too, against the prejudice which 
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|>roscribe8 the colored man from all but menial employments, by 
setting the first example of educating for his own profession one 
of that proscribed class. When free speech and the right of 
peaceably assembUng to promote the cause of freedom were 
menaced with prohibitory legislation at the hint of a time-serv- 
ing Governor, Mr. LoBnrG was prompt to "stand in the gap," 
and as one of those who went before the Legislative Committee 
to protest against the meditated outrage, helped to prevent its 
perpetration. The infamous enactment of a Pro-Slavery Con- 
gress, which would have turned the whole North into a hunting- 
ground for Slavecatchers, inspired in him neither respect nor 
fear. His roof gave shelter to Ellen Craft, when the base minis- 
ters of the lower law were seeking her to drag her back to Slavery. 
Not least among the proof« he gave of self-forgetting faithful- 
ness to the cause, was his continuing to act as one of the Finan- 
cial Committee of the ha,ted, dreaded, vilified Liberator^ letting 
his name appear in it in testimony thereof, from week to week, 
up to the very last before the number which announced his 
death. Though for a few years past he was but seldom seen in 
public Anti-Slavery gatherings, feeling tbiit now his presence 
was less needed there, yet he never lost his interest in the 
cause, nor ceased in imconspicuous ways to serve it. Nor has 
he ceaaed to serve it yet. The influence of his bright example 
lives; the memory of his beautifril life, — of his words of truth 
and deeds of goodness — is with us still to guide, inspire, and 
strengthen, as we toil on a little longer, urging the cause he 
loved each day still nearer to its certain final triumph. 

On the 14th of last October, the Hon. William Jay, long 
and well kD.own as among the most determiued enemies of 
Slavery, died at his residence, near Bedford, in Westchester 
county, N. Y., at the age of sixty-nine years. As early as 1835, 
wh^ the violence of the Pro-Slavery mob in all parts of the 
Nortili was furiously striving to crush the Anti-Slavoiy move- 
ment i^i its infancy, he openly identified himself with it, pub- 
lishing an able work in its behalf and has ever since held fast 
the feith he then avowed. He has, from time to time, made 
valuable contributions to its literature, and in other ways has 
aided to promote it. Though, from a difierence on some points 
as to measures, he ceased, some years ago, to be a member of 
our Society, yet he was jdways one with it in principle, and felt 
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a deep interest in its doings, was a subscriher to its official 
organ, and a frequent welcome visitor at its office, to speak 
words of counsel and encouragement, which will not be soon 
forgotten, to those who labor in its service there. Inheriting a 
venerated name, and worthily upholding the honor it conferred, 
respected as a man and as a magistrate, giving the forces of a 
cultivated mind and a benevolent heart to various enterprises 
which aim at bettering the condition of mankind, as well as to 
the duties of his private and official stations, and thus achiev- 
ing — what he well desei-ved — beside his other dignities, the 
reputation of a Christian philanthropist, he had a weight of 
influence to employ in favor of this cause, which few among its 
advocates can claim ; and it is still more to his credit to have 
used it well than to have had it in so large amount. His faith- 
ful dealing with the Tract Society and kindred organizations, 
for their delinquency and treason to the right, is known to all 
who are familiar with the history of reform among us. But a 
few months before his death, he took occasion — from a request 
for pecuniary aid to an auxiliary of the American Tract So- 
ciety — to bear anew bis testimony against that body, in such 
terms as these: — "Belial may well be content that the So- 
ciety shall, in the name of Christ, do battle against dancing, 
novel-reading, tobacco-chewing, &c., and even promulgate gos- 
pel doctrines, while it abstains from all assaults on his own 
favorite institution, comprising, as it does, the sum of all viUa- 
nies. » * * ♦ * The man who, by affirming the rightfulness 
of Slavery, confounds the moral sense, and subverts all moral 
distinctions, I denounce as a criminal against our common hu- 
manity, and wittingly or unwittingly, an enemy of Christ. Yet 
such a man the Tract Society delights to honor, and commits to 
him absolute censorship of the press." Judge Jay, moreover — 
judge as he was — knew well enough the relative authority of 
the higher and the lower law, to have no reverence for the 
statute which hounds on the kidnapper after his "legal" prey. 
His will contains a bequest to his son, John Jay — the worthy 
almoner of such a bounty — of " $1000 in trust, to be applied, at 
his discretion, in promoting the safety and comfort of Fugitive 
Slaves." The blessing of them that were ready to perish shall 
come upon him, and the delivered bondman shall be the witness 

18 



138 



HEPOJiT. 



for him when the judgment goes forth, "inasmuch as ye did it 
to one of the least of these, ye did it unto me." 

On the 13th of March, at Eagleswood, near Perth Amboy, 
N. J., died AR3fOLD Butfum, one of the veteran soldiers of the 
Anti-Slavery warfare, in his seventy-eighth year. He was one 
of the twelve who, in January, 1832, formed the New England 
Anti-Slavery Society, of which he was the first President, and 
the first lectuiing agent. In the latter capacity he labored with 
much zeal, and industry, and efficiency. He was a member, also, 
of the Convention which, in December, 1833, formed the Amer- 
ican Anti-Slavery Society, and affixed his name to its Declara- 
tion of Sentiments. After the secession of 1840, he ceased, for 
a time, to act with our Society; not, as he often said, fi"om want 
of confidence in his old associates, but because he thought, in 
his circumstances then, he could better serve the cause in con- 
nection with the new Society. However we may regret this 
as an error of judgment, we doubt not that he acted conscien- 
tiously, and he certainly has not faltered in his testimony against 
Slavery. The following extract from a letter, written to Mr. 
Gaebisojt, on the 18th of last January, shows how he felt to- 
ward the organization he had helped to fonn twenty-five years 
before. " Should an opportunity be permitted me, at the next 
Annual Meeting of the American Anti-Slavery Society, I should 
be happy to declare my unbroken unity with those who took the 
lead in that modem revival of that work and labor of love, whick 
is now spreading a most hopeftd and encouraging influence 
throughout the civilized world; and which will certainly biing 
the day when every yoke of bondage will be broken, and the 
oppressed go free ; when the whole world shall unite in the 
pbservance of such a fast as God has chosen; and when we 
all shall rejoice in the coming of 'an acceptable day to the 
Lord.'" 

He was a man of serene and cheerful temper, and his natur- 
ally buoyant spirit was sustained by a firm, religious faith. He 
had a ftdl belief in the brotherhood of man, and in the Father- 
hood of God* He believed that the Almighty, as he had prom- 
ised, would break the rod of the oppressor, and let the oppressed 
go free. This belief animated him in his long-continued labors 
in behalf of his feUow-men, and inspired him with unabated con- 
fidence in God. His last few years were spent with his. chil- 
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dren and grand-cliildren, at Eagleswood, where his life ebbed 
peacefully and happily away, and when the appointed hour had 
come, he gently yielded his breath, with the assurance that he 
was falling into his Heavenly Father's arms, and that a glorious 
ftiture was before him. His surviving coadjutors in the cause 
of oppressed humanity will remember bis untiring zeal, his 
indomitable courage, his unwearied diligence. The people of 
color will ever bear in mind his manly and unflinching advocacy 
of their rights. And none who knew him Avill ever lose the 
impression of his straightforwardness in every good work to 
which he was called. 

And now, just as we are turning from the closing to the open- 
ing year, and girding up our strength for the toils and trials ot 
a new campaign. Death makes another gap in our .advancing 
column. Ko truer heart has ever beat in all its serried ranks, 
no braver spirit ever answered to the battle call of Freedom by 
leaping to her van, and meeting whatsoever fate awaits it there, 
than that true heart which has just ceased its beating ; than that 
brave spirit which has just gone up from the forefront of our 
array. On the 28th of April, at the age of fifty-two, Chakles 
F. HovEY died in Boston. He had not been, like those of 
whom we have aboady spoken, among the first to enlist in the 
Anti-Slavery cause ; but from the moment when its claims came 
clearly and distinctly to his moral vision, and constrained the 
assent of his whole spiritual nature, he has been found among 
its firmest friends, its boldest advocates., its most diligent pro- 
moters. A successM merchant, he held the wealth his indus- 
try and business talents had accumulated, as a sacred trust for 
univeraal humanity, and of course has made it tributary, in large 
measure, to this cause, which reaches dovm to humanity's lowest 
level to Uft it up from uttermost debasement. A man of clear 
intellect, and honest heart, he saw the magnitude and bearing 
of the principles our work involves, and grasped them with a 
corresponding earnestness. Unfettered by foitnSj regardless of 
the husks of faith, he sought the living kernel, and made it 
finictify in practical beneficence. In the words of a just eulogy, 
pronounced at his ftmcral, " His integrity stood like the Alps ; 
his benevolence was extended, diffusive, overflowing like the 
Nile ; his philanthropy broad as the whole earth. His personal 
independence and moral coui'age were equal to any emergency ; 
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he asked not what -was popular, but only what was HgM. Sim- 
ple and unpretending in his manners, unselfish in his aims, and 
transparent as a perfect mirror, he sought no distinction, and 
desired no conspicuity. In his feelings, principles, and conduct, 
he was thoroughly democratic, in the highest and noblest sense 
of that term. He was a hearty despiser of all shams ; he ab- 
horred the prescriptive spirit of caste, in every form ; he saw 
through the frivolous distinctions and hollow conventionalities 
of society, — was of the people, with the people, and for the peo- 
ple, as against usurpation, oppression, and monopoly, — and with 
the poet Bums saw and affirmed — •■ 

' The rank is but the guinea's stamp, 
The man 's the gold, for a' that.' 

Freedom was the element in which his spirit delighted to dwell, 
— that freedom which saves, elevates, and blesses all its recipi- 
ents. With him, free inquiry, free speech, a free platform, free 
trade, were no rhetorical flourishes, no party catch-words, but 
vital principles, to be cherished, asserted, propagated, at all 
times, at whatever cost ; and for their diffusion and vindication 
he was ever ready to take any risk, and to make any sacrifice. 

"In all the relations of life, he was most exemplary — a model 
merchant, a devoted husband, a most affectionate father, a ster- 
ling friend^ His religion was that of the Good Samaritan, and 
therefore unrecognized as religion by Priest and Levite. All 
forms of misery, destitution, and helplessness appealed to him 
for aid, and readily obtained it ; for his benevolence was inex- 
haustible. If all who have been helped by his counsel, and 
blessed by his charity, were present on this occasion, the throng 
would be multitudinous. His removal will be felt as a general 
bereavement, and the tears of thousands in other parts of the 
country, who knew his worth by report, but were not personally 
acquainted with him, will freely mingle with the tears of his 
household and bosom friends. More even than this — the gen- 
erous, intrepid, uncompromising friend and defender of the mil- 
lions of manacled and dehumanized Slaves in our guilty land, 
as he was, they wiU constitute a vast procession to follow his 
remains to the grave, bewailing their loss." 

That Mr. Hovby was a most sincere aiid devoted, as well as 
generous friend of the Ajiti-Slavery cause, the following clause 
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from. Ms will, which we publish here in justice to his memory 
and character, abimdantly shows : 

Article 16. After setting aside sufficient funds to pay aU 
legacies and bequests herein made, I direct my said Trustees to 
hold all the rest and residue of my estate, real, personal and 
mixed, in special trust for the following purposes, namely ; to 
pay over, out of the interest and principal of said special trust, 
a sum of not less than eight thousand dollars annually, until 
the same be all exhausted, to said Wendell PhilHps, William 
Lloyd Garrison, Stephen S. Foster, Abby K. Foster, Parker 
Pillsbury, Henry C. Wright, Francis Jackson and Charles K. 
Whipple, and their survivors and survivor, for them to use and 
expend, at their discretion, without any responsibility to any one, 
for promotion of the Anti-Slavery cause and other reforms, such 
as Woman's Rights, Non-Resistance, Free Trade and Temper- 
ance, at their discretion ; and I request said Wendell Phillips 
and his said associates to expend not less than eight thousand 
dollars annually, by the preparation and circulation of books, 
newspapers, employing agents, and the deliveiy of lectures that 
will, in their judgment, change public opinion, and secure the 
abolition of Slavery in the United States, and promote said 
other reforms. Believing that the chain upon four millions of 
slaves, v/ith tyrants at one end and hypocrites at the other, has 
become the strongest bond of the Union of the States, I desire 
said Phillips and his associates to expend said bequest by em- 
ploying such agents as believe and practice the doctrine of " No 
union with slaveholdeis, religiously or politically " ; and by cir- 
culating such publications as tend to destroy every pro-slavery 
institution. 

Agents, Publications, &c. 

We have but little space left in which to make a bare men- 
tion of the Society's operations during the year. In pursuance 
of its great object, the renewing of the national heart and con- 
science, so that the great wickedness of human Slavery may be 
repented of and put aWay, it has been instant, in season and out 
of season, in proclaiming those truths, principles, ideas, and 
facts, all which point directly to the Duty, the Policy, the 
Safety, and the Necessity of the entire abolition of Slavery in 
the country. In promulgating these truths, it has had as its 
agents, directly or indixectly, the following persons : Parker 
Pillsbury, and Andrew T. Foss, of New Hampshire ; Rev. 
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H". R. JomsrsTOir, of the Reformed Presbyterian Church in Ver- 
mont; Chaeles C. BtjKLEiGH, of Connccticut; Chaeles K. 
Whippls, Chaeles L. Rbmond, Saeah P. Remostd, Joseph A. 
HowxAOT), and Feances H. Deake, of Massachusetts ; Aaeon 
M. Powell, Sallib Holley, Caeoldtb F. Putkam, Susajt B. 
AifTHoisx, and Rev. Willloi H. Fish, of New York; and 
Daihel S. WniTiirET, in Iowa, &c. The Society also had the 
frequent and invaluable aid, in public advocacy of its objects, of 
Willlam: Lloyd GAJuasosr, Wendell Phillips, Esq., Rev. 
THE0D0E2 Paekee, Rev. WiLLLiM H. FuENEss, Rcv. T. W. 
HiGGmsoTT, Rev. Adik Ballou, Rev. Samuel J. May, Edmund 
QumcY, Esq., Mrs. Ltjceetia Mott, J. Miller McEjm, Ste- 
phen S. Foster, Ezra H. Heywood, William Wells Beown, 
Henry C. Weight, J. Symlngton Brown, G. B. Stebbins, 
Rev. C. B. Campbeix^ of Iowa, Marius R. Robinson, of Ohio, 
Rev. M. D. Conway, Rev. Febdeeick FRorHiNGHAM, of Maine, 
and many others. 

Numerous Meetings, and Conventions have been held in all 
parts of the Eastern, Northern, and Western States ; the general 
an'angement and superintendence of which, as well as of the 
Society's publications, and of the distribution of the same, has 
been with the Acting General Agent, Samuel May, Jr. 

Besides its Annual Reports for 1856, '57, '58, two reports 
in one pamphlet of 203 pages, — a document of great abiUty and 
value as a history of the cause during the two years from May, 
1856 to May, 1858, — the Society has issued several small Tracts, 
large numbers of which were sold at cost, or gratuitously dis- 
tributed. The principal of these are the following : 

Great Auction Sale of Slaves (belonging to the Butler es- 
tate) AT Savannah, Georgia. Reported for the Tribune. 

Present Condition of the Feee Coloeed People, of the 
United States. By Rev. James Freeman Clark6. 

Speech op Wendell Phillips, before the Committee on Fed- 
eral Relations of the Massachusetts Legislature, in behalf of 
the Petition for a law against Slave-hunting. 

No Fbttees in the Bay State. Speech of William Lloyd 
Garrison, on tiie same occasion. 

Speech of Charles C. Buelbigh at the Annual Meeting of the 
Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society. " No Slave-hunting in 
the Old Bay State." 
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Speech op Rev. Heney Blsby, Missionary to Barbadoes, on 
the Results of Emancipation in the British "West India Colo- 
nies. • 

Slavery and tee Ameeicact Boakd of Commissionebs toe 
FoEsiGir Missions. By Charles K. Whipple. 

The Ameeican Teact Society. By Charles K. Whipple. 

Peoceedings of the Anti-Slaveey Convention in West 
Randolph, Vbemont, August, 1858. 

In addition to the above, the Society has gratuitously dis- 
tributed about 15,000 tracts and pamphlets, which, avera^g 
ten pages each, amount to 07ie hundred and fifty thousand 
pages. 

The National Anti-Slaveey Standaed is the Society's 
orgr.n. It is published weekly, in the city of New York, at No. 
5 Beekman street. Subscription price, $2 per annum. Olivee 
Johnson, Esq. Editor; assisted by a large corps of Associate 
Editors, and of Correspondents at home and abroad. Subscrip- 
tions, in Great Britain and Ireland, may be sent to Richaed D. 
Webb, 176 Great Brunswick street, Dublin. 

The Anti-Slaveey Bugle, the organ of the Western Anti- 
Slavery Society, is published at Salem, Columbiana Co., Ohio, at 
$1.50 per annum. B. S. Jones, Esq. Editor. 

The LiBEEATOE is published and edited by Wm. Lloyd Gae- 
ETSON, at No. 221 Washington street, Boston. Subscription, 
$2.50 per annum. 
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